VOOR | 


Hh if —_ 


l = = 


by mA = 
dy - - 4 


VOOR | 


Hh if —_ 


l = = 


by mA = 
dy - - 4 


"4 O F _ 
INDUSTRY. 


Five Diſcourſes: 


'4 


In General. 

In our General Calling, 

1 | as Chaiſtians. 

, Pig In our Particular Calling , 
as Gentlemen. 

In our Particular Calling , 


as Scholars. 


By ISAAC BARROW, D.D. late] | 
Maſter of 7rinity-College in Cambridge. 


Publiſhed by His Grace, FO Z/ N 
Lord Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. 


== ———_— {ION 
ev vl , 


7 LOND 0 N, 

3 Printed by F. H. for Brab. Aylmer, at ths; | 
ee Pigeons, over-againtt the F::./ | 

Exchange, in Cornhill, 169 :, at 


SAO So. oo 


I ee a ALA = 


- D———_ 
z 


——_— 


; The Bookſeller's 
' ADVERTISEMENT. 


T the Defire of ſeveral Per- 
ſons, T have here Re- 
& printed Five Excellent Diſ- 

courſes of the Learned Dr. Iſaac 
Barrow : which were formerly 

Printed in the Third Volume of 
Hou Works in Folio (and which 
: Volume as, at preſent, become very 
ſearce ) being too dear and bulky 
for every one, do ſuppoſe this ſmall 


Volume may come into more Hands, 


2 and thereby become very Wefull to 


all forts of Perſons, by ſtirring up 
an honeſt and induſtrious Spirit in- 
to the Age. 

'B. A. 


(1) 


DISCOURSES 


OF 


Induſtry in general. 


ECCLES EC 16 


 Whatſoever thy hand findeth to doe, 
doe it with all thy mught. 


N St. Pau/'s Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, among divers excellent 
rules of life, preſcribed by 
that great Maſter, this is one, 
| T5 T9 "Tr, Gare Gi. Be not Rom. 12. 14. 
Slothfull in buſineſs, or to buſinels ; 
And in the 2d Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, among other principal ver- 
tues, or worthy accompliſhments, 
for abounding wherein the Apoſtle TI2oz awedy: 
commendeth thoſe Chriſtians, he * <***7: 
ranketh a diligence, or induſtry 
B exerciſed 
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exerciſed in all affairs and duties in- 
cumbent on them : this is that vers 
tue, the practice whereof in this 
moral precept or advice the Royal 
Preacher doth recommend unto us; 
being indeed an eminent vertue, of 
very general uſe, and powerfull in- 
fluence upon the management of all 
our affairs, or in the conduct of our 
whole lite. 

Induſtry, I ſay, in general touch- 
ing all matters incident, which our 
hand findeth to doe, that is, which 
diſpenſation of providence doth of- 
fer, or which choice of reaſon em- 
braceth, for employing our active 
powers of ſoul and body,. the Wi/e- 
an doth recommend ; and to preſ- 
ſing the obſervance of his advice 
(waving all curious remarks either 
Critical or Logical upon the words ) 
I ſhall preſently apply my diſcourſe, 
propoſing divers conſiderations apt 
to excite us thereto ; onely firſt let 
me briefly deſcribe it, for our bet- 
ter apprehenſion of its true notion 
and nature, 

BY 
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By Induſtry we underſtand a-ſe- 


rious and ſteady application of mind, 
joined with a vigorous exerciſe of 


our active faculties in proſecution - 


of any reaſonable, honeſt, uſefull de- 
ſign, in order to the accompliſh- 
ment, or attainment of ſome con- 
ſiderable good ; as for inſtance, a 
Merchant is induſtrious, who conti- 
nueth intent and active in driving 
on his trade for acquiring wealth; a 
Souldzer is induſtrious, who is watchs 
full for occaſion, and earneſt in acti- 
on toward obtaining the victory ; 
And a Scholar is induſtrious, who 
doth afſiduouſly bend his mind to 
{ſtudy for getting knowledge. 
Induſtry doth not conſiſt merely 
in ation ; for that is inceſſant in all 
perſons, our mind being a reſtleſs 
thing, never abiding in a total ceſ- 


'H 29 ſug 
eumy EN vom og 
avert Na- 


{ation from thought or from deſign, Tw7%, #x : 


(being, like a ſhip in the ſea, if not 
ſteered to ſome good purpoſe by 
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reaſon, yet toſſed by the waves of 757% age” = 
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fancy, or driven by the winds of Chryf. i AS. 
temptation ſomewhither.) But the 0r. 25 
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dire&ion of our mind to ſome good 
end, without roving or flinching , 
in a ſtreight and ſteady courſe, draw- 
ing after it our active powers in exe- 
cution thereof, doth conſtitute in- 
duſtry ; the which therefore uſually 
is attended with labour and pain ; 
for our mind (which naturally doth 
afiect variety and liberty, being apt 
to loath familiar objects, and to be 
weary of any conſtraint) is not ea- 
fily kept in a conſtant attention to 
the {ame thing ; And the Spirits 
employed in thought are prone to 
flutter and fly away, ſo that it is 
hard to fix them ; And the corpo- 
real inſtruments of action being 
ſtrained to a high pitch, or detain- 
ed in a tone will ſoon feel a laſſi- 
tude, ſomewhat offenſive to nature ; 
Whence labour or pain 1s common- 
ly reckoned an. ingredient of indu- 
{try ; and laboriouſneſs is a name 
ſignifying it ; upon which accompt 
this vertue ( as involving labour) 
deſcrveth a peculiar co mmendation ; 
it being then moſt laudable to ftol- 
low 
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low the dictates of reaſon, when ſo 
doing is attended with difficulty 
and trouble. 

Such in general I conceive to be 
the nature of Induſtry ; to the prac- 
tice whereof the following conſide- 
rations may induce. 

i. We may conſider that Indu- 
ſry doth befit the conſtitution and 
frame of our nature; all the tacul- 
ties of our ſoul and organs of our 
body being adapted in a congruity 
and tendency thereto : Our hands 
are ſ{uted for work, our feet for tra» 
vel, our ſenſes to watch for occa- 
fion of purſuing good and eſchewing 
evil; our reaſon to plod and con- 
trive ways of employing the other 
parts and powers ; all theſe, I fay, 
are formed for action ; and that not 
in a looſe and gadding way, or in 
a ſlack and remiſs degree, but in re- 
gard to determinate ends, with vi- 
gour requiſite to attain them ; and 
eſpecially our appetites do prompt 
to induſtry, as inclining to things 
not obtainable without it ; accord- 
B 3 ing 
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| Prov. 21. 25, 


13. 4. 


ing to that Aphoriſm of the W:ſe- 
man, *EmIuu2y cxvie cv anoxlewgmre 
The defire of the flothfull killeth him, 
for his hands refuſe to labour ; that is, 
he is apt to deſire things which he 
cannot attain without pains; and 
not enduring them, he for want 
thereof goth tcel a deadly ſmart and 
anguiſh : wheretore in not being in- 
duſtrious we deieat the intent of our 
Maker ; we pervert his work and 
gifts; we forfeit the uſe and bene- 
fit of our faculties; we are bad hus- 
bands of nature's ſtock. 

2. In conſequence hereto Induſtry 
doth preſerve and pertet our na- 
ture ; keeping it in good tune and 
temper ; improving and adyancing 
it toward its beſt ſtate. The labour 
of our mind in attentive meditation 
and ſtudy doth render it capable 
and patient of thinking upon any 
object or occaſion ; doth poliſh and 
refine it by uſe ; doth enlarge it by 
acceſſion of habits ; doth quicken 
and rowlſe our Spirits, dilating and 
difluſing them into their proper 

: | chanels : 
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chanels: The very labour of our 
body doth keep the organs of aCti= 
on {ound and clean, diſcuſling fogs 
and ſuperfluous humours, ,opening 
paſſages, diſtributing nouriſhment, 
exciting vital heat : Barring the uſe 
of it, no good conſtitution of ſoul 
or body can fubſiſt ; but a foul ruſt, , Tz 5» # 
a dull numneſs, a reſty liſtleſneſs, a ge .: ——_ 
heavy unwieldineſs muſt ſeiſe on us; 254216: ay- 
our ſpirits will be ſtifled and choak- PRO. at gg 
ed, our hearts will grow faint and 35. 
languid, our parts will flag and de- 2 wy 
cay ; the vigour of our mind, and ur Sang ce, 
the health of our body will be much 7,5. Ibid. 
impaired. 
It is with us as with other things 
in nature, which by motion are pre- Tl in7@- 
ſerved in their native purity and on ff . 
perfection, in their ſweetneſs, in igzatuwE; 
their luſtre, reſt corrupting, deba- 7'# anne 
ſing and defiling them ; It the wa- dentin acts 
ter runneth, it holdeth clear, ſweet ve, 74 7g6- 
and freſh ; but ſtagnation turneth &%”. ” 7 © 
it into a noiſome puddle ; If the air 9g&;, 5 wl- 
is fanned by winds, it is pure and #%,, #4 «4 
, 340 oC, 
wholſame, but from being ſhut up &:. Chryſ 
B 4 it ibid. 
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glefFis wenda filix innaſcis 


Fur agris, 


Plut. Tre! mud. p. 3. 


it groweth thick and putrid ; If me- | 


tals be employed, they abide ſmooth 
and fplendid ; but lay them up, and 
they ſoon contract ruſt ; If the earth 
is belaboured with cul- 
Hor. Serm.1.3. but lying neglected , 
it will be overgrown 
with brakes and thiſt- 


les ; and the better its ſoil is, the 


ranker weeds it will produce ; all 
nature is upheld 1a i:5 being, order 
and ſtate by conitant agitation ; e- 
very creature is inceſſantly imploy- 
cd in action conformiable to its de- 


ſigned end 2144 uſe ; In like manner 


the prefervation and improvement 
of our taculiies depends on their con- 
ſtant exerciſe. 

3. As we naturally were compo- 
{cd, 1o by. divine appointment we 
were Originally deſigned for indu- 
{try ; God did not intend that man 


ſhould live id[» even in his beſt ſtate; 


or ihould enjoy happineſs without 
taking pains; but did provide work 
cnough even 1n Paradiſe it {elf ; for 


The 


ture, it yieldeth corn ; 


=. 
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' The Lord God (faith the Text) took Gen. 2. 15. | 


man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dreſs it, and to keep it ; 10 
that had we continued happy, we 
mult have been ever buſie, by our 
induſtry ſuſtaining our lite, and fo 
curing our plcaſare ; otherwiſe weeds 
might have overgrown Paradiſe, and 
that of Solomon might have been ap- 


plicable to Adam, 7 went by the field Prov. 24. 3%, 


of the flothfull, aud by the wineyard ”_ 
of the man void of underſtanding, and 
loe it was all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles had covered the face 
thereof. 

4: By our tranſgreſſion and fall 
the neceſſity of induſtry (together 
with a difficulty of obtaining good, 
and avoiding evil) was encreafed to 
us ; being ordained both as a juſt 
puniſhment for our offence, and as 
an expedient remedy of our needs : 


tor thereupon the ground was curſed Gen. 3. 17 


to bring forth thoris and thiſtles to 
us, and it was our doom pronounced 
by God's own mouth, /z the ſweat 
of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread till 
thou 
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thou return unto the ground ; {o that 

now Jabour is fatally natural to us; 

now Man ( as Fob faith) # born to 
: '- 7- Labour as the ſparks fly upward, ( or 
_ Fu a; the Valtur's Chickens ſoar aloft, ac- 
wire" veer? 5 COrding to the Greek Interpretcrs. 
Yms Vnſnne 
mmTovTa;. LXX. Interp. Now great travel ( as the Son of Sirach 
ſaith) is created for every man ; («2@aia wan txngar Tarn 
evbewry, &c. Ecclus. 40. 1.) and a heavy yoke is upon the ſons 
of Adam, ©c. 


Job 5. 7. 


5. Accordingly our condition and 
circumſtances in tie World are ſo 
ordered, as to require induſtry ; ſo 
that without 1t we cannot ſupport 
our life in any comfort or conveni- 
ence ; whence St. Paxt's charge up- 

> Theſl. 3. 19. on the Theſſalonians, that If any one 
would not work, neither ſhould he eat, 
15 1n 4 manner a general law impo- 
{cd on mankind by the exigency of 
our ſtate ; according to that of So- 


Prov. 19.15. /omon ; The idle foul ſhall ſuffer hun- 
Psov. 29. 4. ger, and, The 


ard who will not 
plow by reaſon of the cold, ſhall beg 


in harveſt, and have nothing. 


Of 
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Of all our many neceſlities none 
can be ſupplied without pains, where- 
in all men are obliged to bear a ſhare; 
Every man is to work for his food, 
for his apparel, for all his accommo- 
dations, either immediately and di- 
rectly, or by commutation and e- 
quivalence ; for the Gentleman him- 
ſelf cannot (at leaſt worthily, and 
inculpably) obtain them otherwiſe, 
than by redeeming them from the 
Plowman, and the Artificer by com- 
penſation of other cares and pains, 
conducible to publick good. 


The wiſe Poet did obſerve well, Virg. Gray. ;. 


when he ſaid, 

—— —Pater ipſe colend; 
Haud facilem eſſe viam voluit — 
and St. Chryſoſtome doth propoſe the 
{ame obſervation, that God to whet 
our mind, and keep us 


w——CUris acuens mortalia cords; 


trom moping 7 would Neg terpere gravi paſſus ſua reg 
not that we thould eaſi- = veterne. 
ly come by the fruits of 

the earth, without em- aA? 79 &s dvdyulw ra 
ploying much art and TESHTED ceſaoidas 0 ©e05, Oc. 
many pains ; in order 


thereto 


Virg. 16d. 


Chryſoft. iz AC. Hom. 35. 
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thereto there muſt be skill uſed yQut 
obſerving ſeaſons, and preparing th An 
ground ; "there muſt be labour {pen WE 
in manuring, in delving and ploy fait 

ing, in ſowing, in weeding, 1n fer ſau 
Cing it ; there muſt be pains take E 
in reaping, in gathering, in layin ut 
up, 1n threſhing , and dreſſing th TiC 
fruit Cer we can enjoy it: {o mu $01 
induſtry 1s necdfull to get bread 2 of 


* and tf we liſt to fare more daintil) Tel 
.we muſt either hunt for it, uſin; 4h 
'craft and toil to catch it out of th £E 
dyoods, the water, the air ; or w: an 


muſt cirefully wait on thoſe crez th 
tures, of which we would ſerve ou ©\ 
ſebves, teeding them that they maz 2 
feed us ; - ſuch induſtry is require! © 
to preſerve mankind from ſtarving .< 
And to guard it from other incon it 
yeniencics, miſchiets and danger 'C 
furrounding us, it is no leſs requi. 1! 
ſite ; for ro-ſhelter us from impreſſ} © 
ons of weather, we muſt ſpin, we ** 
muſt weave, we muſt build ; and * 
in order thereto we muſt ſcrape i in- © 


to the bowels of the earth to find * 


OUI 


af 
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ſed jour tools, we muſt {weat at the 
ng thAnvil to forge them for our uſe ; 
{per we muſt frame arms to defend our 
ploy fafety, and our ſtore from the af: 
n fer faults of wild beaſts, or of more dan= 
take gerous neighbours, wild men. To 
ayin Eroith accommodations for our cu- 
g th Tioſity and pleaſure, or to provide 
muc for the convenience and ornament 
-ead :Of our lite, ſtill greater meaſures of 
1tily induſtry are demanded ; to fatisfie 
uſing thoſe intents a thouſand contrivan- 
F th; ces of art, a thouſand ways of trade 
- w; and buſineſs do ſerve, without which 
crez they are not attainable. In what- 
* ow Ever condition any man 1s, in what 
ma tate ſoever he be placed, whatſo- 
ire! ever calling or way of lite he doth 
ing _—__ {ome peculiar buſineſs is 
-on. :thefice impoſed on him, which he 
ger Cannot with any advantage or good 
qui, ſucceſs, with any grace, with any 
efſj, comfort to himſelf, or ſatisfaction 
we to others manage withour compe- 
1nd tent induſtry ; nothing will go on 
in- Of it ſelf, without our care to direct 
ind it, and our pains to hold it, and for- 
ward 
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—— 


in the exerciſe of induſtry, or nc 
well without it ; having ſo man 
needs to be ſupplied, ſo many & 
fires to be appeaſed thereby ; bein 
expoſed to ſo many troubles an 
difficulties, from which we canno 
extricate our ſelves without it. Bu 
farther yet, 

6. Let us conſider ; that induſtn 
hath annexed thereto, by divine ap 


pointment and promiſe, the fairel 


fruits, and the richeſt rewards : Al 
good things (being either ſuch it 
themſelves, or made {uch by hu 
mane eſteem) are the fruits of in 
duſtry ; ordered to ſprout from it 
under the protection, -and influence 
of God's bleſſing, which common] 
doth attend it. 

All good things indeed are the 
gifts of God, and freely diſpenſed 
by his hand ; but he doth not give 
them abſolutely without cond 
tion, nor miraculouſly without 
concur- 


m— 


ward it in the right courſe : A+ 
which things ſhew, that Divine Wi . 
dom did intend, that we ſhould liy - 


py + At © = & © © 
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' concurrence of ordinary means ; 
' By ſupporting our active powers, 
| and ſupplying needfull aid to our 


endeavours ; by direCting and up- Fil. 37- 3) 25 
holding us in the courſe of our acti- 3%: 
ons ; by preventing or removing ob- 

ſtacles that might croſs us; by grant- 

ing that final ſucceſs, which depend- 

eth on his pleaſure, he doth confer Ps laboribur 
them on us ; Our hand commonly Mo we wi 
is God's hand, by which he work- 7. 7. 

eth good, and reacheth out benefits JHPES 
to us; governing and wieding it as 


. he pleafeth. 


God indeed could not well pro- 
ceed otherwiſe in diſpenſing his fa- 
vours to us ; not well, I fay ; that 
is, not without ſubverting the me- 
thod of things which himſelf hath 
eſtabliſhed ; not without lighting 
and voiding his own firſt bounty, 
or rendring the common gifts of 
nature (our reaſon, our ſenſes, our 

. j - UEAAES Ade» 
active powers) vain and uſeleſs; not Cave + w- 
without making us uncapable of any 2% « 79 av 

We d 1] . h 't MEAASS £ 0% 
pratle, or any reward , which ſup- 5, & og. 
pole works atchieved by our earneſt Cre OO 

endea- Fas. 2. 


Kai mv 7 - 


ft 


— 


endeavour ; not without depriving 
us of that {weeteſt content, which 
ſpringeth from enjoying the fruit 
of our labour. 
Tlze? ixsfve Hence It 15, that whatever in Ho- 
wzancy i w- Iy Scripture is called the :gift of 


ach Song x the effect of induſtry ; it being the 
mes &v;- uſefull condition upon which, and 
99797 .7. the inſtrument whereby divine pro- 
71 Boos. VIdence conveyeth good things to 
_ in Joh. us : What God faid to Joſhua, doth 
MG 6 ems imply the general method of his 

, proceeding, Onely be thou ſtrong and 


Pi 
RE oe hg COUYATEOUS that thou may/t proſper 
Emumoev, «xa whitherſoever thou goeſt. 

01%; N £0 

Hudiv 3D), ive evmrogowneo AuCn FTagpany Ts dialing nuas + 
eayzy, Chryl. Tom. 5. Or. 28, 


Hence whatever we are directed 

_— 71599 to pray for, we are allo exhorted to 
Carp, £47% 755 - R - 

Rb nes, WOrk for ; declaring thereby, that 

we are {erious in our devotion, and 

do not mock God, asking that of 


him, which we deem not worth . 


© Gato apud our pains to acquire ; It was well 
Caril.. «v faid of Caro in Salluſt ; Vigilando, a- 
| gends, 
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5 PNraxer, God is otherwhile affirmed to be - 


5 Ft* 


that we muſt co-operate with him ; 
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gendo, conſulendo proſpere omnia ce- 
dunt, ubi ſorordig te atque ignavie 
tradideris, nequicquam Deos implores, 
trati infeſtique ſunt. We are bid to 
pray even for our daily bread, yet 
we may ſtarve if we do not work 


'for it ; and in S. Pas/'s judgment 


deſerve to do ſo. 

Hence we are bound to thank 
God for all thoſe things, for the 
want of which we muſt thank our 
{elves, and condemn our own ſloth. 

Hence although we ſhould caſt 
our care on God, and rely on his 
providence, being ſolicitous for no- 
thing ; yet we muſt not fo truſt 
him, as to tempt him, by neglect- 
ing the means, which he doth offer, 


of relieving our felves; to be pre- 


{umptuouſly flothfull, being no leſs 
blameable, than to be diſtruſtfully 
carefull. 

Hence God in all ſuch caſes, when 
we do need any good thing, is faid 


the obtaining it ; which doth imply 


and 


Tay mica 
TORpegy Te 
It rey Tye 
6Iaaniv. 


Plut. Fpopch. 
Lac. "_ 


, to be our helper and ſuccourer to | 
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Juds. 5. 13. 


Pal. 72. 12. 
Gl. $5, 

2 Cor. 12. 10. 

2 Chron. 14. 

T1. 

I Sam. 14. 6. 


and join our forces to thoſe, which 
He doth afford ; ſo that as we can 
doe nothing without him, {ſo he 
will doe nothing without us ; yea 


{o that ſometime we are ſaid alſo to . 


help God ; Curſe ye Meroz, curſe 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, be- 
cauſe they came not to the help of the 
Lord ; to the help of the Lord a- 
gain pc mighty. If ever God doth 
peri#m all, without humane labour 
confpiring, it is onely in behalf of 
thoſe, who are ready to doe thei 
beſt, but unable to do any thing, 
being over-powered by the inſuper- 
able difficulty of things : But He 
never doth act miracles, or control| 
nature ; he never doth ſtretch forth 
his arm, or interpoſe ſpecial power 
in favour of wilfull and- affected 
ſluggards. 

In fine, it 1s very plain both in 
common experience , declaring the 
courſe of providence ; and in Holy 
Scripture, expreſling God's intenti- 
on, that Almighty God doth hold 
forth all good things as the __ 

an 
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and recompences of our vigilant 
care, and painfull endeavour ; as by 
ſurveying particulars we may clear- 
ly diſcern; 

Nothing is more gratefull to men, 
than proſperous ſucceſs in their under- T5; 47142: 
takings, whereby they attain their «5 7s d3- 
ends, fatisfie their deſires, fave their App" 
pains, and come oft with credit ; Quodeungue 
this commonly is the effect of In- 7272v7 {57 
duſtry, ( which commandeth for- aui:,&c. Sen. 
tune, to which all things ſubmir 4 #2. 12: 
and ſerve,) and ſcarce ever is found 
without it ; An induſtrious perſon, 
who as ſuch is not apt to attempt 
things impoſſible or unpracticable, 
can. hardly fail of compaſling his 
deſigns, becauſe he will apply all 
means requiſite, and bend all his 
forces thereto ; ſtriving to break 
through all difficulties, and to ſub- 
due all oppoſitions thwarting his 
purpoſes : but nothing of worth or 
weight, can be atchieved with half 
a4 mind, with a faint heart, with a 
lame endeavour ; Any enterprize 
undertaken without reſolution, ma-: 
© 2 naged 
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naged without care, proſecuted with- 
out vigour, will eaſily be daſhed and 
prove abortive, ending in diſap- 
pointment , damage, diſgrace and 
diſlatisfacQtion ; ſo the Wiſe-man doth 

Prov. 13. 4 afſure us; The ſoul (faith he) of the 

21. 25 ſluggard defireth aud hath nothing, 
but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be 
made fat ; the one pineth away with 
ineffetual and fruitleſs deſires ; the 
other thriveth upon ſatisfaction in 
proſperous ſucceſs. 

Prov. 15. 30. Plentifull accommodations for our 
fuſtenance and convenience all men 
will agree to be very defireable ; 
and theſe are indeed the bleflings of 

Pſal. 65.9, 11. him, who vifiteth the earth and en- 

Gen. 21. 28. rjicheth it ; who crowneth the year 
with his goodneſs; and whoſe clouds 
drop fatneſs ; but they are ſo diſpen- 
ſed by Heaven, that induſtry muſt 
concur therewith in deriving them 
to us, and ſloth will debar us of 

Prov. 21. 11, them ; for He (faith the Holy Ora- 

Cain 5 cle) that tilleth his land, ſhall be ſa- 

LXX. ) tufied with bread ; and the thoughts 


Prov. 20. 4. - of the diligent alone tend to plente- 
Proy. 19. 15. ouſneſs,; 


LIMI 
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ouſneſs; but The Sluggard ſhall beg 


in harveſt, and have nothing ; and 


The idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger. 
Wealth is that, which generally 
men of all things are wont to ate 
fe and covet with moſt ardent de- 
ſire, as the great ſtore-houle of their 
needs and conveniencies ; the ſure 
bulwark of their ſtate and dignity ; 
the univerſal inſtrument of com- 
paſſing their deſigns, and pleaſures ; 
And moſt evident it is, that in the 
natural courie of things induſtry is 
the way to acquire it, to ſecure it, 
to improve and enlarge it ; the 
which courſe purſued innocently 
and modeſtly, God will be o far 
from obſtructing, that he will fur- 
ther, and bleſs it; for that indeed 
it would be a flaw in providence, 
if honeſt induſtry, uſing the means 
it affordeth ſhould fail of procuring 
a competency ; which joined with 


a pious contentedneſs in St. Pau/'s 1 Tim. 6. 6. 
computation 15 great wealth, Where- Prov. 15. 16. 
fore although So/omon telleth us, that Prov: 19. 22. 
R a 22. &. 
the bleſſing of the Lord is that which Chr? 9.1%. 
3 maketh Eccleſ. 5. 1g. 
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maketh rich; yet doth he not for- 0! 
et or contradi& himſelf, when he £ 
Prov. 10. 4 alſo doth affirm , that The hand of Þh 
lll! Eekif 6, 2. the diligent maketh rich; and that S 
III} St. Pau! exhor- ZZe who gathereth by labour ſhall en- © 
{LHR | _— _ creaſe ; becauſe God blefſeth the in- #4 
Will 4 url; duſtrious, and by his own hand, as 
li 28:12» ©2277. the moſt proper inſtrument, maketh fe 
WI. 7 Theſl, 4.12. 1. th» he P few tai {1 
Prov. 23. 21, MIM rich ; when the Preacher ſaid, 
|| Prov.18.9. There is a man, to whom God hath ': 
given riches and wealth, he knew 
well enough what man 1t was, to 
whom God giveth them, and that 
ſluggards were not fit objects of that 
liberality ; for he had obſerved it to 
be their doom to be poor and beg- 
garly, their nature to waſte and im- 
bezil an eſtate ; He could aſſure us, 
| that drow/tueſS ſhall cloath a man with 
Will || rags ; He could propound it as a 
| ccrtain obſervation, that Ze who 15 

| Mlothfull in his work, is brother to a 
Wil ||| great waſter ; or that want of indu- 
| {try in our buſineſs will no leſs im- 
pair our eſtate, than prodigality it 

{elf ; He could more than once warn 

P:ov. 10, 44 the ſlothfull, that if he did ſleep on, 


| | | or 


ns eo m__—_ - 
Re In Ie 6 


— 


mere ————n ene 
- _ 


_ 
— 


Ke 
SOL > : 
IN 2. $*0m 6, wt : : - 
— —— > © xz IDE : 
re ere er I Ee re nee eee 
—— I renner ene nee - 
wang aan ans 


LOESTS. as > oe EC wal Wt tk. yp Hal 5 I Ot. 


= Induſtry m general, 


GY 


Ce es 


—_— 


or perſiſt in his ſluggiſh way, indi- 

gency would ſurprize and fſeiſe on 

him with an inſupportable violence ; 

So (faith he) ſhall thy poverty come Prov. 6. rt. 
as one that travelleth, and thy waut + 3? 
as an armed man. 

Another darling of humane af- 
fetion (and a jewel indeed of con- 
ſiderable worth and ule in our life) 
15 [onoar, or reputation among, men : 
this alſo plainly, after the common 
reaſon and courſe of things, 1s pur- 
chaſed and preſerved by induſtry ; 
For he that aſpireth to worthy 
things, and aſfayeth laudable de- 
ſigns, purſuing them ſteadily with 
ſerious application of heart, and re- 
ſolute aQtivity, will rarely fail of 
good ſucceſs, and conſequently will 
not miſs honour, which ever doth 
crown victory ; And if he ſhould 
hap to fail in his deſign, yet he will 
not loſe his credit ; for having meant 
well, and done his beſt, all will be 
ready to excuſe, many to commend 
him ; The very qualities which in- 
duſtry doth exerciſe, and the effects 
C 4 which 
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1Chron.29.11. 


Dan. 5. 18. 


Ecclel. 5. 19. 


p 


Prov. 22. 29. 


which it doth produce, do beget 
honour; as being ornaments of our 
perſon and ſtate. God himſelf (from 
wham honaur cometh, and whole ſpe- 
cial prerogative it is to beſtow it, 
he, as King of the World, being the 
fountain of honour ) will be con- 
cerned tq dignifie an induſtrious 
management of his gifts with that 
natural and proper recompence 


thereof ; conducting him, who fair- | 


ly treadeth in the path of honour, 
that he ſhall ſafely arrive untg it. 
It is therefore a matter of eaſe ob- 
ſervation which the wiſe Prixce doth 
prompt us to mark ; Seeſt thou a 
man diligent in hu buſineſs, he ſhall 
ſtand before kings, he ſhall not ſtand 


before mean men ; that is, diligence, 


as it 15 the faireſt, ſo it is the ſureſt 
way to the beſt preferment ; as it 


qualifieth a man for employment, 


and rendreth him uſefull to the 
World, fo it will procure worthy 
employment for him, and attract 
the World to him ; as the ſame 
great Authour again doth —_ 
; | he 


ma 


4 
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The hand, faith he, of the diligent Prov. 12. 24. 


ſhall bear rule ; Yea, {o honourable 
a thing is Induſtry it ſelf ; that an 
exerciſe thereof in the meaneſt rank 
is productive of eſteem, as the Wi/e- 


man again doth obſerve and tell us ; *f: 
He that waiteth on his maſter, (that ev, rwuw- 
is, with diligence attendeth on the le. 


buſineſs committed to him) ſhall be 


honoured. 


No induſtrious man is contempti- 
ble : for he is ever looked upon as 
being in a way of thriving, of wark- 
ing himſelf out from any ſtraits, of 
advancing himſelf into a better con- 
dition. But without induſlry we 
cannot expect any thing, but dif- 
reſpec, ſhame and reproach, which 
are the certain portion of the ſloth- 
full ; he not having the heart to en- 
terprize, or the retolution and pati- 
ence to atchieve any thing, deſer- 
ving regard, or apt to procure it ; 
he wanting all the ornaments, and 
good fruits that grow from indu- 
ſtry ; he being onely fit for a ſor- 
did, and feryile condition ; whence 

| HERE: : the 


26 


Prov. 12. 24. 


tbe Nothfull ( faith Solomon) ſhall be 


Ao?) ow- under tribute ; and, He that ſleepet) 


Tarcy regvoul. in harveſt, is a fon that cauſeth ſhame; 


Prov. 10. 5. 


Prov. 8. 11. 


3- 14,15. 4.7. 
Job 28. 18. 


He cauſeth it to his relations by his 
beggarly accouſtrements, he cauſeth 
it much more to himſelf, by his de- 
{picable faultineſs, and by the dif- 
gracefull conſequences of it. 
Another yet more pretious good, 
far ſurpaſſing all external advants- 
ges of our ſtate ; the which in the 
judgment of him who ( together 
with it having a full poſſeſſion of all 
ſecular proſperity, wealth, dignity 
and power) was beſt able to prize 
it, 2s better than rubies, and incom- 
parably doth excell all things, that 
may be defired, as ennobling, en- 
riching, and imbelliſhing our better 
part ; Wiſedom, I mean, or a good 
comprehenſion, and right judgment 
about matters of higheſt importance 
to us, is the prize of induſtry, and 
not to be gained without it ; Na- 
ture conferreth little thereto , for- 
tune contributeth much leſs ; it 


cannot be bought at any rate; 7, 
CANnor | 
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Cannot (faith Fob) be gotten for gold, N 
weither ſhall ſilver be weighed for the 
price thereof ; It cannot be valued 


with the gold of Ophir, with the pre- Job 28. 15» 


tious Onyx, or the Sapphire ; It 1s 
the of-ſpring of watchfull obſerva- 
tion and experience, of {erious me- 
ditation and ſtudy ; of caretull re- 
flexion on things, marking , com- 
paring and weighing their nature, 
their worth, their tendencies and 
conſequences ; theſe are needfull to 
the getting of wiſedom , becauſe 
truth which it ſeeketh commonly 
doth not lie in the ſurface, obvious 
to a ſuperficial glance , nor onely 
dependeth on a ſimple conſideration 
of few things ; bur is lodged deep 
in the bowels of things, and under 
a knotty complication of various 
matters ; ſo that we mult dig to 
come at it, and labour in unfolding 
it; Nor is it an eaſfie task to void 
the prejudices ſpringing from incli- 
nation or temper, from education 
or cuſtome, from paſſion and in- 
tereſt, which cloud the mind, and 

obſtruct 


LIAMMAIL 
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Ecclef. 1. 17. 
3. 3 


= . 
Sap. 8. 21. 

9. I7. 
Ecclef. 2. 26. 
Jam. x. 5. 


Prov. 2. 6. 


obſtruct the attainment of wile 
dom. b 
If we will have it, we mult get 


it as So/omon himſelf did, that great © 


Maſter of it ; how was that ? 7 gave, 
faith he, my heart to know wiſedom: . 
: He, who made it his option and : 
Y —_ 3- 9. *choice before all things ; who 0 
earneſtly and ſo happily did pray. 


for it ; upon whom it is ſo exprelsly 
ſaid, that God in a ſpecial manner, 
and plentifull meaſure did beſtow 
it ; who averreth God to be the 
ſole donour of it, (for, The Lord, 
ſaith he ) giveth wiſedom, out of hi 
mouth cometh knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, ) yet even he, did firſt give 


his heart to it, before it was given 
into his heart : he did not onely. 


gape for it, to receive it by mere 
infuſion ; but he worked and ſtudi- 
ed hard for it: he was indeed a 
great ſtudent, an inquiſitive ſearcher 
into nature, a curious obſerver of 
the World, a profound conſiderer 
and comparer of things ; and by 


that induſtrious courſe, promoted |: 
"bo 


, fc 


% 
* by 
ſer- 


| he preſcribeth ro us for getting it ; 
:. exhorting| us, that we zncline our ear 

' unto wiſedom, and. apply our heart to 
underſtanding ; that we cry after 
. knowledge, and lift up our voice for 
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by divine bleſſing, he did arrive to 


that great ſtock of ſo renowned a 


-wiſedom. 


And the ſame method it is, which 


Prov. 22. 3,4: 
T. 


underſtanding : that we ſeek her as 
fitver, and ſearch for her, as for hid 
treaſures; in following which courſe 
he doth aſſure us of good ſuccels ; 


_ for then (faith he) ſhalt thou under- FrOv. 2. 5. 


ſtand the fear of the Lord, and find 
the knowledge of God, which is the 
head or chief part of wiſedom ; And 


_ Bleſſed ( faith he again, in the per- 
- ſon and place of wiſedom it ſelf ) 5 


the man, that heareth me, watching Prov.8. 34 
daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts 
of my doors ; for he that findeth me 
findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord ; It is the way, he ſup- 
poſeth of finding wiſedom, to watch 
aſſiduouſly, to wait diligently upon 


1 the means of attaining her ; and 


how 


Ee ona 
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how infallible the acquiſt of her i * 
thereby, ſhe doth again by his mout} | 
Prov. 8. 17. thus acquaint us ; / love them tha” 


love me, and thoſe that ſeek me ear| 
Sap. 6. 12,13, ſhall find me ; and She ( faith hi 
14- amitatour ) FL) eaſily ſeen of them thy 


love her, and found of ſuch as ſee. 
her ; whoſo ſeeketh her early, ſha. 


have no great travel, for he ſhall fin 

her fittting at his doors. | 
This indeed 1s the onely way 
idleneſs is not capable of fo rich an 
noble a purchaſe ; a ſlothfull perſa 
may be conceited (yea needs mul 
be ſo) but he can never be wiſe 
Prov. 26. 16. A ſluggard ({aith Solomon) is wiſer i 
his own conceit, than ſeven men tha 
can render a reaſon ; this conceit 0! 
wiſedom is a natural iſſue of his ig, 
norance ; and 'tis indeed rio {mal 
part of his folly, that he doth na 
perceive it ; being no: leſs ſtupid in' 
reflexion on his own mind, than in 
conſidering other matters ; Being 
always in a ſlumber, he will often 
fall into ſuch pleaſant dreams ; and 
no wonder that he ſhould preſume 
upon 


— 


- 


— 


her 1. 
not liſtning to take any pains in the 
ſearch or diſcuſſion of things, doth 


nout! 
n thi 
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upon abundance of knowledge who 


ſnatch the firſt appearances, doth 
embrace every: ſuggeſtion of his 
fancy, every conceit gratifying his 


' humour, for truth. 


What ſhould I ſpeak of /carning , 


' or the knowledge of various things, 


tranſcending vulgar apprehenſion 2 
who knoweth not that we cannot 
otherwiſe reach any part of that 
than by aſfiduous ſtudy and con- 
templation? who doth not find that 
all the power in the World is not 
able to command, nor all the wealth 
of the [udies to purchaſe one nott- 
on? who can be ignorant, that no 
wit alone, or ſtrength of parts can 
ſuffice, without great induſtry to 
frame any ſcience, to learn any one 
tongue, to know the hi- 
{tory of nature, or of pro- 
vidence? It is certainly 
by Z#orace's method, 


Multa tulit, fecitque puer,— 


by 


Qui cupit optatam curſu cone 
tingere metam, 
Malta tulit, fecitque puer, 
ſudavit & alfit. 
Hor. de Arr. 
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by much exerciſe and endurance of 
pains, that any one can arrive to_ 2 
the mark of being learried or skil- 1 
full in any fort of knowledge. L 
But farther yet, Yertue , the no-' + \ 
T3 xaxig bleſt endowment, and richeſt poſ. 
—_— 3s- ſeſſion whereof man is capable ; the | 7 
| eras 6. glory of our nature, the beauty of 
MT  Chryſ. i» Job. our ſoul, the goodlieſt ornament, * 
j on and the firmeſt ſupport of our life; * 
that alſo is the fruit and bleſſing of © 
induſtry ; that of all things moſt cl 
indiſpenſably doth need and require ſ 
Rexiz ws 35 it. It doth not grow in us by ns 
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1 TO0R ”@ x7&Tes. NACUIC 15 1o far from producing it, * 
' {110/008 _ 4 Pre- that it yieldeth mighty obſtacles * 
Wilt and reſiſtences to its birth, there be- [ 
Wh ing in the beſt diſpoſitions much, " 

Fill! averſeneſs from good, and great © 
WR! proneneſs to evil ; Fortune doth | 
Will! not further its acquiſts, but caſteth © 
Wilt in rubs and hinderances thereto, * 
MEAN every condition preſenting its al-' © 
| ij lurements, or its affrightments from © 
ll 


"0 it ; all things within us, and about 
Will us conſpire to render its produCtion, . »: 
it and its practice laborious. It 
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It is (tis true) a gift of Heaven, 


' and cannot be obtained without a 


ſpecial influence of Divine grace, 

but it is given as children are ( of , 
whom it is ſaid, Loe children ate an Pal. 127. 3: 
heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of 

the womb is his reward) not without 

ſore travel and labour of the mo- 

ther, rot without grievous difficul- 

ty and pangs inthe birth: In our 


* converſion to embrace vertue God 


doth guide us ; but to what 2 to fit 

ſtill2 no, to walk, to run in his 

ways ; Grace doth move us, but 

wherecto ? to doe nothing ? no, but 
to ſtir, and a& vigorouſly ; The holy Rom. 8. 26. 
Spirit doth belp our infirmities ; but 3m 
how could it help them, if we di 

not conjoin our beſt (though weak ) 
endeavours with its operations ? to 

what doth it ou2vTmne paar, or Heb. 12. 4. 
co-help us, but to ſtrive againſt fin, ag... 1. 

»[ 

to work righteouſneſs, to pertorm du- 

ty with earneſt intention of mind, Ewigizz7 
and laborious activity ? God (faith 752 36:71, 5 
tos, x) £7% ©" Hunv apnte T0 mas £9, Iva wh is d moldy ne? 
Court, 575 huTrs T3 mas EAaCey, Lid ui 55 PATYUUUY GTCK A be 
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S, Chry- 
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S. Chryſoſtome ) hath parted wertue 
with us, and neither hath left all ti 
be in us, leſt we ſhould be elated t 


* 0898 8 3 pride, nor himſelf hath taken all, lef 
Tet Ta 14A we ſhould decline to ſloth ja 
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Indeed the very nature and ef 
ſence of vertue doth conſiſt in the 
moſt difficult and painfull efforts of 
ſoul ; in the extirpating rooted pre- 
judices and notions from our under: 
ſtanding; in bending a ſtiff will 
and rectifying crooked inclinations; - 
in over-ruling a rebellious temper; 
in curbing eager and importunate 
appetites ; in taming wild paſſions; 
in withſtanding violent temptati- 
ons ; in ſurmounting many difficul-, 
ties, and ſuſtaining many troubles; 
m ftrugling with various unruly 
luſts within, and encountring many 
ſtout enemies abroad, which aſſault 


our reaſon, and war againſt our ſoul: . 
In 
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In ſuch exerciſes its very being li- 
eth ; its birth, its growth, its ſub- 
ſiſtence dependeth on them z fo that 
from any difcontinuance or remiſli- 
on of them it would ſoon decay; 
languiſh away, and periſh. 

What attention, what circum< 
ſpeion, and vigilancy of mind, 
what intention of ſpirit, what force 
of re{olution, what command and 
care over our ſelves doth it require, 
to keep our hearts from vain 
thoughts, and evil deſires ; to guard 
our tongue from wanton, unjuſt, 
uncharitable diſcourſe ; to order our 
ſteps uprightly and ſteadily in all 


;-, the patlts of duty ? z, 71 & 6717 
2 > dg; and what (as St. Chry- Chryl. in Joſs 
Joftome asketh) of all things beloug- ” 35: 


ing to vertue is not laborious ? it 1s 
no {mall task to know it, wherein 
it conſiſteth, and what it demand- 
eth of us; it is a far more painfull 
thing to conform our practice unto 
us rules and dictates. 
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If travelling in a rough _ 
way ; if climbing up a © 


'Avdveru, ware: % und icep hill ; 1t combating 


ciuCt in" avinv, 
as A . 
Keats Tens —— 


1 Thefl. 1. 3. 
2 Thefſl. 1.11. 
Joh. 6. 29. 


ſtern toes, and fighting 
ſharp battels ; it crol- 
ſing the grain of our 
nature and defires ; it continually 
holding a ſtri& rein over all our 
parts and powers, be things of la- 
bour and trouble, then greatly ſuch 
is the practice of vertue. 

Indeed each vertue hath its pecu-_ 
liar difficulty, needing much labour 
to maſter it : Faith is called 259 
TIGEWS, the work of faith, and 1t is 
no ſuch caſte work, as may be 1ma- 
gined, to bring our hearts unto a 
thorough perſuaſion about truths 
croſling our ſenſual conceits, and ' 
controlling our peeviſh humours; 
unto a perfect ſubmiſſion of our. 
underſtanding, and reſignation of 
our will to whatever God teacheth 
or preſcribeth ; to a firm reſolution 
of adhering ro that profeſſion, which 
exacteth ot us ſo much pains, and 
expoieth us to {0 many troubles. 
Charity 


Hef. gy. &. 
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of many good works, and he that 
- will practiſe it mult in divers ways 


Charity 1s allo a laborious exerciſe 


labour hardly ; He muſt labour in 

voiding from his foul many diſpo- 

ſitions deeply radicated therein by 

nature, opinion and cuſtome (envy, 

frowardneſs, ſtubbornneſs, perverſe 

and vain ſelfiſhneſs, from whence 

wrath, revenge, ſpite and malice do 

ſpring forth ; ) He muſt labour in Gal. 6. re. 
eftectual performance of all good 

offices, and in catching all occaſi- 

ons of doing good ; He muſt exert 

that a7 22a, that labour of love, LO T. 3. 
whereof St. Paul doth ſpeak ; He I 
mult (as that holy Apoſtle directeth, Tok. 4. «fk 

not onely in precept , but by his ©2357 
own pradtice ) work with his own 
hands, that he may ſupply the wants 

of his neighbour. 

Hope it (elf ( which one would Sos; 
think, when grounded well, ſhould 14:5 © 7; 
be a no leſs caſte, than pleaſant du- 2 Thell. «. 3. 
ty) doth need much labour to pre- **: '*: 38 
ſerve it ſafe, ſtreight and ſtable, a- 
mong the many waves and billows 


D 3 of 


14: js 
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Heb. 6. 11. 
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TT Jv. 
Heb. 3.6, 14. 
2 Pet. 1. 10. 
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6#mevoy. Plat. 
ae Rep. 2. 


z Pet. 4. 4. 


of temptation aſſaying to ſhake and 
ſubvert it ; whence a patzence of 
hope is recommended to us ; and we 


ſo often are exhorted to hold it faſt, 


to keep it ſure, firm and unſhaken 
to the end. 

Temperance alſo ſurely demandeth 
no {ſmall pains; it being no ſlight 
buſineſs to check our greedy appe- 
tites, to ſhun the enticements of 
pleaſure, to eſcape the ſnares of 
company and example, to ſupport 
the il[-will and reproaches of thoſe 
zelots and bigots for vice ; who can- 
not tolerate any non-conformity to 
their extravagancies ; but (as St. Pe- 
ter doth expreſs it) think 7t ſtrange, 
if others do not run with them to the 
ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking i1t of them 

or tt. 
4 What ſhould I ſpeak of meekref, 
of patience, of humtity, of contented- 
veſs 2 1s it not maniteſt, how labo- 
r:ous thoſe vertues are, and what 
pains are neceſſary in the obtaining, 
in the exerciſe of them? what pans, 
I fay, they require, in the F__ 
01 
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of fond conceits, in the ſuppreſſion 
of froward humours, in the quel- 
ling fierce paſſions, in the brooking 


* grievous croſſes and adverſities, in 
- the bearing heinous injuries and af» 


tronts ? 

Thus doth all vertue require 
much induſtry, and it therefore ne- 
ceſſarily muſt it ſelf be a great ver- 
tue, which is the mother, the nurſe, 
the guardian of all vertues ; yea 


- which indeed is an ingredient and 


conſtitutive part of every vertue ; 
for if vertue were eaſily obtaina- 
ble or practicable without a gaBd 


meaſure of pains, how could it be 


vertue ? what excellency could it 
have, what praiſe could it claim, 
what reward could it expet? God 
hath indeed made the beſt things 
not eaſily obtainable, hath fer them 
high out of our reach, to exerciſe 


- our induſtry in getting them, that 


we might raiſe up ourſelves to them, 


. that being obtained they may the 


more deſerve our eſteem, and his 


reward. 
D4 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, The Sovereign good, the 7 
laſt ſcope of our ations, the top © 
and ſum of our deſires, Happinefi © 
it ſelf, or eterxal life in perfect relt, : 
Joy and glory ; although it be the 
ſupreme gift of God, and. ſpecial ;, 


boon of divine grace (0 9: 30245 un 


Ts Oz, But, {aith St. Paul, the gift * 
of God s grace is eternal life) Yet it 


allo by God himſelf is declared to 
be the reſult and reward of induſtry ; 
tor we are commanded to work out 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; 
and to give diligence in making our 
calliag and elefion ſure, by vertuous 


practice ; and God (faith St. Paul) 


will render to every man according to 
his works, to them who by patient con- 
tinuance ia well doing ſeek glory, and 
honour, and immortality, eternal life ; 
and, in the cloſe of God's Book it is 
proclaimed, as a truth of greateſt 
moment, and {ſpecial point of God's 
will, Bleſſed are they that doe his 
commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree life. Tt 1s plainly 
induſtry, which climbeth the Holy 


Mount 5; 
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Z Mount ; it is induſtry, which ta- 

© keth the Kingdom of Heaven by Mat. 11. 12, 
- force ; 1t 1s induſtry, which ſo run- ; Cor. FF 
= neth, as to obtain the prize ; which Jac. 1. 12. 


Matt. 24. 42. 


* ſo fighteth as 70 recezve the crown; CY 
- Which ſo watcheth as to ſecure our Luc. 12. 37. 


everlaſting intereſt to us. APOC. 3: 3- 


Thus do the choiceſt good things, 
of which we are capable, ſpring 
from induſtry, or depend upon it ; 
and no conſiderable good can be 
attained without it ; thus all the 
gifts of God are by it conveyed to 
us, or are rendred in effect benefi- 
cial to us ; for the gifts of nature 
are but capacities, which 1t 1umpro- 
veth ; the gifts of fortune or pro- 
vidence are but inſtruments, which 
it employeth to our uſe ; the gifts 
of grace are the ſupports and fuc- 
cours of it ; and the very gilt of 
glory 1s its fruit and recompence. 


There are farther ſeveral other 
material conſiderations, and weigh- 
ty motives to the practice of this 
duty ; which meditation hath ſug- 
geſted 


] 


a 


cgardy 
muſt ſuffice at!” 


he other ( together with 
an application proper to our con- - 


dition and calling ) bein 
to another occaſion. 


rd F 
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ECCLES. IX. 10. 


f Whatſoever thy hand findeth to doe, 
—' ave it with all thy might. 


' I Nduftry, which the divine Prea- 
"8 cher in this Zext recommend- 
cth to us, is a vertue of a'very 
diffuſive nature and influence; ſtret- 
.:ching it ſelf through all our affairs, 
and twiſting it ſelf with every con- 

# cern we have ; ſo that no buſineſs 
* can be well managed, no deſign ac- 
' compliſhed, no good obtained with- 
out it : it theretore behoveth us to 
conceive a high opinion of it, and 
to inure our ſouls to the praftice 
of it, upon all occaſions : in fur- 
therance of which purpoſes I for- 

_ merly, not long fince, did propound 
Yo | {everal 
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ſeveral motives and inducements | 


VF 


1nc! 


And now proceeding on ſhall repreyic 


ſent divers other conſiderations fer. 


viceable to the ſame end. 


1. We may conſider, that Indy. 
ſtry is productive of eaſe it ſelf, and: 
preventive of trouble : It was ne; 
leſs ſolidly, than acutely and ſmart: 

"Er aigzroy [y advided by the Philoſopher Cra.. 


, 


6 mivos, 0 po rother ( faid he) /abour be ti 


£175 @£UKTov, 


mives iva, w be choſen, labour ; or whether it bt. 
movis* I1.39 $0 be eſchewed, labour, that thou mayſ 


T8 un movElvVs 


ev ſe721 770v05, not labour : for by not labouring, la-* 
Tm 3 vavrio bour is not eſcaped, but is rather pur.” 


| oogenge ſued ; and St. Chryſoſtome doth upon 
the ſame conſideration urge Indu- 


H «exe 9 {try, becauſe Sloth (faith he) is wont 
eobcicev nuas , © 


dlv%, x m- 10 ſpoil us, and, to yield us much pain; 


Ay To- 


any mgeyc No man can cozen nature, eſcaping; 


F mevoy.Chryl. 


the labour to which he was born: 
in Joh.Oraz.36. F 


but rather attempting it will delude 
/ himſelf, then finding moſt , when 
he ſhunneth all labour. 


Sloth indeed doth affect eaſe and | 


quiet ; but by affecting them doth 
loſe them; It hateth labour and 
ſ frouble, but by hating them, doth 
incur 


*riſh 


nts Ld 
epre-*: 
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ndu- 
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incur them ; Tt is a ſelf-deſtroying 
vice, not ſuffering thoſe, who che- 
*riſh it, to be idle, but creating much 
-work, and multiplying pains unto 
: them ; engaging them. into divers 
- neceſſities and ſtraits, which they 
7 cannot ſupport with eaſe, and out 
= of which without extreme trouble 
: they cannot extricate themſelves : 
of this the Preacher doth afford us 


- a plain inſtance ; By much /lothful- Eccles ro. 18. 
= neſs (faith he) the building decayeth, 
and through idleneſs of the hands the 
** houſe droppeth through ; A little care 


taken at firſt about repairing. the 
houſe, would have ſaved its decay 
and ruine ; . and conſequently the 
vaſt charge and trouble, becoming 
needfull to re-edity it : and the like 
doth happen in moſt other caſes 
and occurrences of lite ; idleneſs 
commonly doth let ſlip opportunt- 


. ties and advantages, which cannot 


nd 
th 
10 
th 


bis 


with eaſe be retrieved ; it letteth 
things fall into a bad caſe, out of 
which they can hardly be recover- 


ed. 
The 


—_ 
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The certain conſequences of i& 
(diſgrace, penury, want of exper} fit 
ence, diſobliging and re friends; mc 


with all the like miſchiefs) canng * flu 


be ſupported withour much dif? ir 
quiet ; and they diſable a man fron cl 
redreſſing the inconveniences inte; ſo! 
which he is plunged. ti 
But Induſtry by a little volun na 
tary labour taken in due place ani: 
ſeaſon doth ſave much neceſfary lz.- C0 
bour afterward, and by moderat; | Ku 
care doth prevent intolerable d;* ry 
ſtreſs ; And the fruits of it (wealth; of 
reputation , Skill and dexterity in 
affairs, friendſhips, all advantages « 1X 
fortune) do enable a man to paſs hi fy 
life with great eaſe, comfort ani; M 
2. Induſtry doth beget eaſe by” in 
procuring good habits, and facility | Vſ 
of acting things expedient for us to. W 
doe. By taking pains: to day we 
ſhall need leſs pains the morrow; f0 
and by continuing the exerciſe, 10 
within a while we ſhall need no_ f© 
paitis at all, but perform the moſt ' M 
difficult! 
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of © difficult tasks of duty, or of bene- 
pen} fit to us with perfect eaſe, yea com- 
nd; monly with great pleaſure. What 
ang 5 ſluggiſh people accompt hard and 
dif; irkſome (as to riſe early, to hoſd 
Yon cloſe to ſtudy, or buſineſs, to bear 
int; ſome hardſhip) will be natural and 
© ſiveet ; as proceeding from another 
lug nature, raiſed in us by uſe. 
ani; Induſtry doth breed aſſurance and 
7 1. courage, needfull for the underta- 
rat! | king and proſecution of all neceſſa- 
d ry buſineſs, or for the performance 
1th. of all duties incumbent on us. 
- ij No man can quite ,decline buſt- 
s  . neſs, or diſengage himſelf from du» 
bs. ty, without infinite damage and 
and. miſchief accruing to himſelf ; - but 
- theſe an induſtrious man (confiding 
by. in this efficacious quality) will ſer 
ity upon with alacrity, and diſpatch 
; to. With facility ; his diligence voiding 
we Obſtacles, and ſmoothing the way 
w; to him; whenas idleneſs finding 
ſe, ſome difficulties, and fanſying more, 
no ſoon diſheartneth, and cauſeth a 
oft. | man to deſiſt from ation, rather 
chuſing 
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chuſing to crouch under the bur} do 
then, than by endeavour to carry iÞ St 
through to diſcharge himſelf there tir 
of: whence as to an induſtriou%y be 
man things ſeeming difficult will? ſo 
prove eaſe, ſo to a ſlothfull perſon? yo! 
the eaſieſt things will appear im% zhe 
poflible ; according to So/omon's ob?! fict 

*2Y {ervation, The way (faith he) of * «7 do 

Prov. 15. 19. flothfull man is an hedge of thorn, * 

'ONt av8- Burt the way of the upright is madi** 

w > 7 plain; whereas a ſlothfull man, be) as 

erVecio Ts 1ng apt to neglect his obligations, * 

T&twer is oppoſed to an upright man, whi! 

hath a conſcionable regard to them/#ſtr 
and is willing to take pains in thtZme 
diſcharge of them ; {o it is declared} 
that to the one the way 1s rough 
and thorny, to the other beaten andcor 
expedite. Zor 

And again, The ſlothfull man (aitifo 

_ 26. 13 he) doth ſay, there is a Lion with wa 

exparice|a: © - 

% atyes xyn- Out, I ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets; Wil 

es, Atwy & he 1s very apt to conceit, or to pre- anc 

pres" wh tend imaginary difficulties and ha: foo 
g0V4uTe.. zards, and thence to be deterred Uiv 

trom going about his buſineſs, or Þ li 
doing} 


Prov. 22. 13. 
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bur: 


rſon'? not repreſent very grievous and bar- 3; 5 maus 
im-% thenſome ; nothing ſo painful and dif- Yixmons ox- 


X'S - » Jo . . % Dv' 4 _ 
ob-®! ficult, which diligence and willingneſs = x” nin 


F* 7 do not ſhew to be very eafte. x; Svaggtr, 6 
ns ui AGM 8098+ 
AW i Grady % uy wegduwe. Chryſ. Tom. 6. Or. 15. p. 144- 
'” Tae up padia Tos ow4A8vT25 B51 YH. mi 7 wars ms GMIHRAG 
be: as daioxere. Plut. de Educ. 
ons, * 
vi! 3. We may conſider, that iridu- 
em*ſtry will ſweeten all our enjoy- 
theZments, and ſeaſon them with a 
reqzpratefull reliſh ; for as no man can 
ugigwell enjoy himſelf, or find ſound 
andgcontent in any thing, while buſineſs 
or duty lie unfiniſhed on his hand ; 
aitizJo when he hath done his beſt to- 
ith ward the diſpatch of his work, he 
ts; Will then-comfortably take his eaſe, 
pre- and enjoy his pleaſure ; then his 
ha-Jood doth taſte ſavourily, then his 
red Uvertiſements and recreations have 
or 3 lively guſtfulneſs, then his ſleep 
10nge E 1S 
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is very ſound and pleaſant ; accor. E I 
Eccles 5.12. ding to that of the Preacher, Thet f 


| 1A OAEMY ſleep of a labouring man is ſweet. | 

'' TRAM 4- Eſpecially thoſe accommody; | 
\\\| | FR _ _ tions prove moſt delightfull, which” | 
i} Ml vere #eP%,” our induftry hath procured to us;*! | 
AE Hor, Zp.7.1. we looking on them with a ſpecial” + 


tenderneſs of affetion, as on the! « 
children of our endeavour ; we be! «| 
iog ſenſible at what coſts of car”: 


* 


and pain we did purchaſe them. I! 4 
a man getteth wealth by fraud a 
violence, if he riſeth to preferment?; 
by flattery, detraQton, or any ba? 
arts, he can never taſte any goal; þ, 
WA THAN ſavour, or find ſound comfort in: #, 
CANTON them; And from what cometl;* yy 
HIFI merely by chance, as there 1s ne!” 
commendation due, ſo much fatis:; jy 
faction will not ariſe ; *Fis the Wiſe® gy 
»ay's obſervation, The /lothfull mn” w 
roſteth not that which he took na my 
hunting , and therefore it cannot be jp 
very gratefull to him ; but (addeth 
Prov. 12. 27. he the ſubſtance of a diligent mani” of 
pretzous ; that is, what a man com jp 


paſketh by honeſt » that iy 


£ 
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cor-”! is apt highly to prize ; he trium- 

Th pheth in it, and (in St. Paul's ſenſe * Cor. g. rs. 
* innocently) 4oafteth of it ; he feel- 

ds &h a ſolid pleaſure, and a pure 

ud! complacency therein ; the manner 

us;*” of getting it doth more pleaſe him, 

Cul” than the thing it ſelf; as true Hun- 

tix. ters do love the ſport more than 

be. the quarry, and generous Warriours — 

care? more rejoice in the victory, than in — pro's 

. I”? the ſpoil ; for ovr ſoul (as St. Chry- 8 1.tuellas, 

| as foftome diſcourſeth) is more affetted Vae 5y *w- 

_ with thoſe things, for which it hath ' = be 
* laboured ; for which reaſon ( addeth wtw agers 

00} he) God hath mixt labours with ver- pcs wg ev]p 

El: twe if ſelf, that he might endear it to go Ga 

etl” a, Yea firther, inJoh.Orar.36. 

"0! 5. The very exerciſe of induſtry 

ts immediately in it ſelf is delightfull, 

= and hHiarh an innate fatisfaction , 

ma which tempereth all annoyances, 

' a andeveningratiateth the pains go- 

be ing with it. 

etl. The very ſettlement of our mind 

mn on fit objets, or its acquieſcence 

MM” 1h determinate ation, conducing 

It! to a good: end', whereby we are 

pf E 2 freed 
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Prov. 14. 23- 


freed of doubt, diſtraction, and fa- 
ſtidious liſtleſneſs, doth miniſter | 
content. —» p 
The reflexion upon our having © 
embraced a wiſe choice , our pro- *; 
ceeding in a fair way, our being in # 
chace of a good purpoſe, doth breed * 
complacence. 7 
To conſider that we are ſpending |: 
our time accomptably, and impro- * 
ving our talents to good advantage: 
(to the ſervice of God, the beneti 
of our neighbour, the bettering of 
our own ſtate) is very chearing and*: 
comfortable. z 
And whereas 7 all labour (as the 
WWiſe-man telleth us) there # profit,” 
the foreſight of that profit affordeth ©; 
pleaſure , the foretaſting the good: 
fruits of our induſtry is very deli- 
C1OUS. os 
Hope indeed doth ever wait on 
induſtry ; and what is more delight- 
full than hope? this is the incen- 
tive, the ſupport, the condiment of |: 
all honeſt labour ; in virtue where- | 
of the Husbandman toileth a 5 
Cle | 
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| Merchant trudgeth , the Scholar = Cor. g. 1o-. 


===ip53 opert® 


2 ploddeth, the Souldier dareth with jru:ace le 


alacrity and courage, not reſenting "a om ſegents 
any pains, not regarding any ha- ego oo 
zards, which attend their underta- p. 142. 
kings : this the holy Apo/les tell us Rom: Es 
did enable them with joy to ſuſtain ma 2 6. 
all their painfull work, and hazar- ' 2m 4. 10. 
dous warfare ; injoining us alſo as z Cor. 352. 
to work with fear ; {oto rejoice in ' Joh. 3. 3. 
hope. Wn” Th - ?, 
In fine, Induſtry doth free us © " 
from great diſpleaſure, by redeem- 
ing us from the moleſtations of 
idleneſs, which is the moſt tedious ©0#i9 gui ef 
and  irkſome thing in the World ; 5; 114i 4s” 
racking our ſoul with anxious ſuf- 0cieſo in orio 
pence, and perplexing diſtraQtion ; 7777s neſcir 
ſtarving it for want of ſatisfactory veir, &:. En- 
entertainment, or cauſing it to feed us -pud A- 
on its own heart by dolefull confi- ** 7 
derations ; infeſting it with crowds 
of frivolous, melancholick, trouble- 
ſome, ſtinging thoughts ; galling it 
with a ſenſe of our {quandring a- 
way pretious time, of our ſlipping 
fair opportunities, of our not uſing 

E 3 the 
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Bo 
"4 *q*., » *, F c 
the abilities and advantages granted ; " 
us, to any profit or fruit : whence 7 U 
, . |. 
Re? 7} auJV- St. Chryſoſtome ſaith very truly, fiat © is 
Sev 


- or 
mT" there is ngthing more —_— = ” 5 

4s dvSgoTs nfull, more mifera e, tban a au 
fey thovIG& P =; _ hi - dae ; Is nat this | do 

mii; 71 X; that hath nothing 5 's 
Degree? 3 7 (hith he: rſe than ten thouſand © p0 
&@f=& 27 (faith he) wor 13 ba 
—_ chains to hang in ſuſpence, and be con- en 
Xnew! nn tinually gaping, leaking; on thoſe, wh | bk 
ER 9 are preſent > Indeed the frieſt "ba 
_— 7 is far more toler#le, * to 

(19% PO Xlwevas Jia- impriſonment I a I 
WIN ans 2 being under reſtraint by a lazy br 
CY Eg5 Ketgm- humour trom profitable employ- 4 
pa. agg ment ; this enchaineth a man, hand | : In 
Tas; Chryſ. and foot, with more than Iron fet- | W 
DN Wo : inf the very entombment of : ti 
wi homing ſe- ment, 1t 1s l y Rt - © th 
_— a man, quite in effect ſequeſtring | » 
him from the World, - or debarring : 

him from any valuable concerns 

therein. And it liberty be _ : 
Mi i aUTOTERNRZG, 4A power of doing w _ 4 
ih! one liketh beſt, then is he, who by | 
| his ſloth is diſabled from doing any | , 
IN thing, wherein he can find any rear : 
HAR ſonable fatisfaRtion, the verieſt ſhave ' 
Wi} L - e = | 
that can be; from may +> 2 


3 


—— 4 


——K 
2d 
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. induſtry freeing us, and diſpoſing 
© us to perform chearfully whatever 


* is convenient, thereby doeth us a 
= great pleaſure. Farther. 


” 6. Let us conſider, that induſtry 
- doth afford a laſting comfort, de- 
+ poſited in the memory and conſci- 


0#- © ence of him, that practiſeth it. Tt 
= will ever: upon his reviewing the 
-: paſſages of his life, be ſweet to him 
7 to behold in them teſtimonies and 
- monuments of his diligence ; 1t will 
- pleaſe him to conſider, that he hath 
” lived ro purpoſe, having done ſome- 


' what conſiderable; that he hath 


- made an advantageous uſe of his 
- time ; that he hath well husbanded 
= the talents committed to him ; that 
© he hath accompliſhed (in ſome mea- 


ſure) the intents of God's bounty, 
and made ſome return for his ex- 
cellent gifts. What comfort indeed 
can any man have, yea how ſore 
remorſe muſt he feel in — 
upon a life ſpent in unfruittull an 

unprofitable idleneſs 2 How can he 


otherwiſe than bewail his folly and 
E 4 bales 
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Diu fuit, non baſenels in having lived (or rather the 


daiu vixit. 


Matr. 25. 26. 


having onely been ) in vain ; as the a | 
ſhadow and appearance of a man; wi 
in having laviſhed his days, in hs 7 
ving buried his talents, in having? 
imbezilled his faculties of nature, do 
and his advantages from provi; ou 
dence ; in having defeated the good 

will of God, and endeavoured no: w! 
requital to the munificent goodneſs as 
of his Maker, of his Preſerver, his!” ſc: 
benign Lord and Maſter, his grati-'” th 
ous Saviour and Redeemer ? How: th 
without confuſion, can he in his tm 
mind revolve, that he hath no-wik' th 
benefited the World, and profited: 

his neighbour, or obliged his friends,” er 
or rendred to his Countrey, (to the}; cc 
{ociety, or community of which he! © 
is 2 member ) amends for all the f 
ſafety and quiet, the ſupport, the." tt 
convenience, and the. pleaſure he  c 
hath enjoyed under its proteQion, hi 
and in its boſome? that he hath not p 
born a competent ſhare in the com- «< 
mon burthens, or paid a due con- | 
tribution of his care and labour » 4 

ene :; 


DC o—— 
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© the publick welfare 2 how can ſuch 
E 2 man look inward upon himſelf 
'Z with a favourable eye, or pardon 
-Z himſelf for ſo loathſome defaults? 


7. Let us conſider, that induſtry 


= doth argue a generous and ingenu- 
- > ous complexion of ſoul. 


It implieth a mind not content 


= with mean and vulgar things (ſuch 
= as nature dealeth to all, or fortune 
52 ſcattereth about) but aſpiring to 
-* things of high worth, and purſuing 
v them in a brave way, with adven- 


turous courage, by its own forces, 
through difficulties and obſtacles. 
It ſignifieth in a man a heart, not 


* enduring to owe the ſuſtenance or 


he: convenience of his life to the labour 


| or the liberality of others ; to pil- 


fer a livelyhood from the World ; 


' to reap the benefit of other mens 
| care and toil, without rendring a 


full compenſation, or out-doing his 
private obligations by conſiderable 
ſervice and beneficence to the pub- 


- lick, 


A noble 
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A noble heart will diſdain to ſub-® 
ſiſt like a drone upon the hony gal; 
thered by others labour ; like a ver-| 
mine to filtch its food out of the# 
publick granary ; or like a ſhark to'® 
prey on the leſſer fry ; but will, one? 
way or other earn his ſubſiſtence;® 
for he that doth not earn, can hard? 
ly own his bread, as St. Paul im-7 

ai-uay ihe 12. plieth, when he ſaith, Them that are "ſais 
Zerw, ſuch we command and exhort by ow "tw 1 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quiet-"*hin 
neſs they work, and eat their own” dan 
bread. ury 

Of this generous ingenuity we "can 
have a notable inſtance in that %ind 

r Cor. 9. 15. great Apoſtle himſelf 3 which he as « 
doth often repreſent as a pattern to ſeel 
us, profeſſing much complacence *: wil 
therein ; He with all right and rea- the 

s 2ull. 2.9: four might have. challenged a com- | fa: 

" Tha, 5; fortable ſubſiſtence from his Diſci- *ber 

ples, in recompence for the incom- : bre 
parable benefits he did confer on ' 

them, and of the exceſſive pains me 

he did endure for their good ; this 7rat 

& he knew well, but yet did rather gre 

« chuſe © 


( to 
one 
ce; 
rd: 
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*chuſe to ſupport himſelf by his own 
Babour, than any-wiſe to ſeem bur- 
Ethenſome or troubleſome to them ; 
37heſe hands ({aid he) have miniſtred AR. 20. 3435. 
2o my neceſſities, aud to them that , Ta. < 
Pare with me ; I have ſhewed you all » Theſl. 3.8. 


things, that ſo labouring ye ought to : _ : ps 
ſupport the weak, and to remember \ Cor. 1. 23. 
the wards of our Lord Jeſus, how he | 
ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give than 
to recerve. This was the practice of 


*Zhim, who was 2s /abours moſt abun- 


=dant ; and ſuch is the gen/us of eve- 

ry man, who ypon principles of 
-canſcience, reaſon and honour, 1s 
*induſtrious. Of him it may be ſaid, 

"as of Solomon's good houſewife, She 
ſeeketh wool and flax, aud worketh Prov. 31. 13, 
"nilingly with her hands ; fhe is like 
the merchants fhip, fbhe bringeth her 

"fad from afar ; fbe looketh well to 

'her houſehold, and eateth wot the 
bread of idleneſs. 

' Sloth is a baſe quality, the argu- 
ment of a mind wretchedly degene- 

rate and mean ; which is content to 
gravel in a deſpicable tate ; which 

K aunetl 
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Semper te dlia- 
bolus inveniat 
occupatum. 
Bern. form. hon, 
Y, Ca. 7. 


— 
. . | C 
aimeth at no worthy thing, ng c 


purſueth any thing in a laudabki _ 
way ; which diſpoſeth a man to liy J at 
gratis (precariouſly ) and ingratefulF. 
ly on the publick ſtock ; as an in, 
ſgnificant cypher among men, a if 
a burthen of the Earth, as a way. 
of any Society ; ſucking alimen 


m_ 

Wn 
#3 
FER 
ey p 


from it, but yielding no benefit of 
ornament thereto. 

8. Induſtry is a fence to inno% 
cence and vertue; a bar to all kind 
of ſin and vice ; guarding the ave 
nues of our heart, keeping off the 
occaſions and temptations to vitt; 
ous practice. When a man 1s en-3 
gaged in honeſt employment, and 
ſeriouſly intent thereon , his mind 
15 prepoſleſſed and filled, ſo tha 
there is no room or vacancy for il 
thoughts, or baſe deſigns to cre} ,, 
in ; his ſenſes do not lie open to er; 
ſnaring obje&ts ; he wants leifure}} 
and opportunity of granting audr} 
ence to the ſolicitations of ſinful ; 
pleaſure ; and is apt to anſwer them 
with a zor2 wacat ; the Devil canÞ 
| hardly# 


— 
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"hardly find advantage of tempting 
Jab im, at leaſt many Devils cannot 
) lin acceſs to him ; according to 
efy lat obſervation in Caſian, A work- 
. Wing Monk is aſſaulted by one Devil, 
But an idle one is ſpoiled by number- 
wall} bad Spirits. The caſe of men or- 
nen{dinartly 15 like to that of Agy/thus 


. Fg 
it 01% Wh : 
* ——ne nil ageretur, amavit, 


4 
100% | 
. rather than doe nothing, he was 


Zready to doe ill; he not having bu- 
#ſineſs to employ his thoughts, wan- 
..@ton deſires did inſinuate themſelves 
Zinto his heart, and tranſported him 
'Jto that diſaſtrous wickedneſs, which 
© ſupplied matter to ſo many trage- 
© dies : And the like inſtance the Sq- 
| cred Hiſtory ſuggeſteth in King Da- 
© vid, who walking ('tis faid ) on the 
A roof of his houſe, his mind then ro- 
: F ving, and being untacked from ho- 
og neſt cares, that temptation ſeiſed 

z on him, whereby he was plunged 


ull into that wofull miſdemeanour , 
; ; { which did create to him ſo much 

p ſorrow, 
ly 


Operaus ma 
nachus uno da- 
mone pulſatur, 
0tioſus vero in- 
numeris Spiri- 
tibus devaſta- 
zur. Cafl de 
Inſtit. 10.23. 


Ovid. de Re- 


med. 


2 Sam. 17. 2. 
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Ecclus 33. 27. 


ſorrow, did make ſuch a ſpot in hi 
lite, and. leave fach a blur on hi): 
memory ; whence yet we may drayf! | tin 
ſome benefit, taking it as a profits) 110 
ble document and warning , hoy: ! is] 
idleneſs dotly expoſe the beſt met. Jo 

be 


to danger. 


ſins, which as maktly grow uw! 'r 
therein as weeds in a neglected fell. wa 
or inlets in a ſtanding puddle;1} Pr 
Hdlenefs teacheth much evil. It is thi\; HM 
general trap, whereby every tenip|? 
ter aſſayerh to catch our ſoul ; 4: i 
the mind being looſe from care, Sx; Nc 
tan is ready to ſtep in with his ſafe. 
geſtions, the World preſenteth it}; 
allurements, fleſhly deſires rife up;,, 
proud, froward, wanton cogtarinl 
ſlip in; il company doth entice, ily - 
example i is regarded, every tempt» 
tion doth object and' imprefs it {lf 
with great advantage and force; ? 
| on men in ſuch a-caſe being” « 


Intendes animum ſtudits, & art to cloſe and comply; 


rebus honeftts, 
Invidis vel amore vigil tor- 


quebere 


Hor, Ep. 1. 2. 


with temptations even wo| , 
divert-their mind; and en-? 4 
tertain | 


of Induſtry 1 im general. 


i, | terrain themſelves, to cure their liſt- 
n ij } leſneſs, to paſs their time ; commit- 
Z ting ſin, for want of better OCCUPpa» 
ofity..? Z tion. Hence in places, where there 
hoy! j is leaſt work, the worſt ſins do moſt 


mie 3 [5 and idlenelſs therefore was 


Si was the iniquity of = Sifter wag 
dle;; pride, fullneſs of bread, and abundance 
; the. | of idleneſs was in her : Hence it ſel- 
mp > dom doth happen in any way of 
Wy. life, that a ſluggard and a rakel do 
$z.7 not go together, or that he who is 
ſug. | idle is not alſo difſolute. 
ih 9. Particularly induſtry doth pre- 
up;\. vent the ſins of vain curioſity, prag- 
oz, maticalneſs, troubleſome imperti- 
ul 

{| nency, and the like peſts of com- 
> mon life ; into which perſons not 
diligently tollowing their own buſi- 


nel (faith St. Paul to ; 4 Ti heſſalonians)- 2, on 


to you diſorderly, working not at all, but 
n- are bufie-bodies ; 'tis no wonder, if 
| they 


[- neſs, will affuredly fall. We hear  _ 3- Ir. 


| that there are ſome, who walk among NY 


! 
4 7 ! 
* i 
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they did not work at al}, that the fel 
ſhould walk diſorderly ; or that quite}; pu 
negleing their own concerns, they|! to1 
ſhould a2 e339, over- work or! ou 
be too buſie in matters not belong.” an 
ing to them, intruding themſelve|! Jn 
into the affairs of their neighbours; ho 
for there is a natural connexion bel! ter 
tween theſe things ; ſince every!: ſip 
man muſt be thinking, muſt be do! /; 


ſpend his leiſure, to uphold conver. : bo 


PS 


of icing quite out of enploymenl pe 
wherefore not having the heart to? fur 
mind his own affairs, he will rake | ar 
the boldneſs to meddle with the con-P! mi 
cerns of other men ; If he cannot! ſh: 
have the ſubſtance, he will ſet up |] be 
an Idol of buſineſs, and ſeem very : dil 
active in his impertinency. In or- ;: m: 
der thereto being curiouſly inquiſj- | tal 
tive, and prying into the diſcourſe, }] thi 
actions and affairs of att men. This Zur 
men are apt to doe in their own de- jon 
fence; Þ cer 
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hey fence - and beſides, idleneſs doth 
uiteſ put men into a looſe, gariſh, wan- 
heyſ! ton humour, diſpoſing them with- 
, t7 out heed or regard to meddle with 
ng-”! any thing, to \ prattle at any rate. 
Ivs!! In fine, whoever hath no work at 
aw; home, will be gadding to {ceix cit- 
tertainments abroad, hke thole gol- 
ery}! ſips of whom St. Paul faith, 7 hey 
w learn to be idle, wa#udring alont Gu 7 
0; houſe to houſe; and not puely idle, 
Ss ! but tatlers alſo, and bufie-bodies, 
fie; : ſpeaking things, which they ought not : 
ng 2 If indeed we conſider all the trivo- 
mel lous and petulant diſcourſe, the im- 
a;s | pertinent chattings, the raſh cen- 
to? {ures, the {pitetull detractions which 
ake| are fo rife in the World, and fo 
on-} much poiſon all converſation, we 
not |; ſhall find the main root of them to 
up i] be a want of induſtry in men, or of 
ry ; diligent attendance on their own 
or- /; matters; which would ſo much 
iſ- take up their {pirit and time, that 
ſe, | they would have little heart or lea- 
his _ to ſearch into, or comment up- 
Je- Jon other mens actions and con- 
<; | \Cerns. F Io, Let 


1 Tim. 5. 3. 
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0. Let us conſider that induſtry | 
is needfull in every condition and} 


ſtation, in every calling and way} 
of life, in all relations, for our good] 


behaviour, and right diſcharge of 
our duty in them. Without it we 


cannot in any ſtate act decently, or; 


uſefully, either to the benefit and! 
{atisfaction of others, or to our own 
advantage and comfort. 

Are we rich? then is induſtry 
requiſite for keeping and ſecuring 
our wealth, for managing it wiſely, 
for employing it to its proper uſe, 


and beſt advantages ; (in the ſervice, 
of God, in beneficence to our neigh; 
bour, in advancing publick good): 


ſo that we may render a good ac| 


compt to him, who hath entruſted! 


us with the ſtewardſhip thereof:! 
Induſtry is very needfull to guard 


us from the temptations and mif/. 


chiefs to which wealth doth expoſe 
us, that it do not prove a treache- 


rous ſnare, an unwieldy burthen, t : 
deſtructive poiſon and plague to us 
throwing us into pride and vanity, 


into: 


Ca 
th 
th 
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into luxury, into ſtupidity, into di- 
ſtrating ſolicitude\, into a bale 
worldly and earthly temper of 
heart, into a profane oblivion of 
God, and of our own ſouls. 

Are we in conſpicuous rank of 
dignity, or in honour and repute a- 
mong men ? then is induſtry requi- 
ſite to keep us faſt in that ſtate, to 
hold us from tumbling from that 
pinnacle down into extreme dif- 
grace ; for then all eyes are upon 
us, ſtritly obſerving what we doe, 
and ready to paſs cenſure on our 
actions ; ſo that great diligence 1s 


-: neceſſary to approve our ſelves, and 
ſhun obloquy. Nothing is more 7;rea fame. 


brittle than honour, every little 


thing hitting on it, is able to break Eccl- 10. 1. 


it, and therefore without exceeding 
care we cannot preſerve it ; No- 


+ thing is more variable or fickle than 


the opinions of men (wherein ho- 
nour conſiſteth ) it is therefore no 


; ealie matter to fix, or detain them 


1n the fame place. 


F 2 Honour 


+841 


Honour cannot live without food, 
or fewel ; it muſt be nouriſhed by 


worthy actions ; without a conti| 


nual ſupply of them, it will decay, 
languiſh, and pine away : Induſtry 
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therefore is required to keep it;| 
and no leſs is neceſſary to uſe it 
well, in a due ſubordination to God 
honour, and reference to his {crvice; 
that inſtead of an ornament and 
convenience, it do not prove a bane 
full miſchici to us ; puffing up ou 
minds with vain conceits and con 
placencies, inclining us to arroganc 


and contempt of others , temptiny - 


us by aſſuming to our ſelves to rob 
God of his due glory; to decline 


whici evils great care 15 requiſite; 


we muſt have a ſteady balaſt, ani. 


we muit hold the rudder warilj, 
when we carry ſo great fail. 

On the other hand, are we poor, 
and low in the World ; or do w: 
lie under diſgrace ? then do we 
much need induſtry to ſhun extre 


mities of want and ignominy ; tha 


that we be not ſwallowed up, an! 
over: 


bo ; Of Induſtry in general, 


| overwhelmed by need or contempt ; 
'f to ſupport us under our preſſures, 


to keep up our ſpirits from dejeCti- 
on and diſconſolatenels ; to preferve 
us from impious diſcontentedneſs 
and impatience : Induſtry is the 
onely remedy of that condition , 
enabling us to get out of it, retrie- 
ving a competence of wealth or 
credit ; or diſpoſing us to bear it 
handſomely, and with comfort ; 1ſo 
as not to become forelorn or abject 
wretches. 

It is ſo needfull to every condi- 


; tion ; and it is ſo for all vocations ; 


for, 
Is a man a Governour, or a S1- 
periour in any capacity ? then what 


1s he, but a publick ſervant, doom- 


ed to continual labour, hired for the 
wages of reipect and pomp to wait 
on his people; in providing for 
their needs, protecting their fatcty, 
preſerving their peace and weltare 2 
where 1s he but on a ſtage, where- 
on he cannot well a& his part, 
without vigilant attendance to his 

= charge, 
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charge, and conſtant activity in 
performing all the functions there. 
of 2 He is engaged in great obliga.| 
tions and neceſſities of uſing ex| 
treme diligence ; both in regard to 
himſelf, and others. Homer's de. 
{cription of a Prince 1s a good one;| 
one who hath much people, and man 
cares committed to him ; 


*Q Az2} T Eanreregpaerai, #, Toon 
MEIN, 
He muſt watchfully look to his own 
ſteps, who is to guide others by his/ 
authority, and his example. All his 
actions require ſpecial condut, nat 
oggly his own credit and intereſt, 
but the common welfare depending 
thereon. - He muſt heedfully advik 
what to doe, he muſt diligently 
execute what he reſolveth on. He 
hath the moſt tickliſh things that 
can be ( the rights and intereſts, 
the opinions and humours of men) 
to manage. He hath his own at- 
fections to curb and guide, that 
they be not perverted by any mo 
o& 
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ſter reſpes, not ſwayed by any 
unjuſt partiality, not corrupted by 
flattery or fear. He will find, that 
to wield power innocently, to bran- 
diſh the ſword of juſtice diſcreetly 
and worthily, for the maintenance 


of right, and encouragement of ver- 
tue, for the ſuppreſiion of injury, 
and correction of vice 1s a matter 
of no {mall skill, or flight care. 
Induſtry is indecd a quality moſt 
proper for perſons of high rank and 
dignity, or of great power and au- 
thority ; who have ſpecial oprportu- 
nities to employ it in weighty at- 
fairs to great advantage ; whoſe un- 
dertakings being of vait moment 
do need anſ{werable efforts to move 
and guide them : The induſtry of 
a Mechanick, or a Ruſtick, acting 
.1n a low and narrow ſphere can et- 
fect no great matter, and therefore 
it ſelf need not to be great; but the 
induſtry of a Prince, of a Noble- 
man, of a Gentleman may have a 
large and potent influence, {o as to 
render a Nation, a County, a Town 


F 4 happy, 
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Labor in negotio, forti- 
zuao in periculis, induſiria 
in azendo, celeritas in con- 
ficiendo, confilium in provis 
dendo, Oe. Cic. pro lege 


Mail. 
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happy, proſperous, glorious, flous 
riſhing in peace, in plenty, in ver: 


tue ; it therefore for atclieving ſuch | 


purpoſes need be, and ſhould be 
proportionably great ; a {mall power 


not being able to move a great 


weight, nor a weak cauſe to pro- 
duce 2 mighty effect. Wherefore | 


Cicero recommending Pompey for a} 


publick charge, doth reckon thek| 
to be the /mperatorie vir 
tutes, qualities befitting a| 


in he did excell, /abour in 
buſineſs, valour in dangers, 
induſtry in ating, nimble: 


aa 


n2ſs in performance, counſel in provi-| 


ding.—-And Alexander the Great,| 
refleting on his friends degeners- 
ting into ſloth and luxu- 
ry, told them, that it was 
a moſt ſlaviſh thing to lux- 
uriate, and a moſt royal 
thing to labour. 

And for thoſe who move in 7 


lower orb of ſubjection or ſervice, 


I need not ſhew how needtull in- 
duſtry 
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Prince or General, where |. 
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duſtry is for them : who knoweth 
not that to be a good ſubject, doth 
exact a carefull regard to the com- 


mands of ſuperiours, and a painfull 


diligence in obſerving them 2? that 


'to make a good ſervant fidelity and 


diligence muſt concur ; whereof the 
firſt doth ſuppoſe the laſt, it being 


- a part of honeſty in a ſervant to be 


diligent ; whence 9s moe? x, xe 


122, O thou wicked and ſlothfull ſer- Mat. 25. 26, 


vant, were in the Goſpel well cou- 


| pled ; and the firſt epitherxwas 


grounded on the ſecond, he being 
therefore wicked , becauſe he had 
been ſlothfull. : 

Neither can a man be a true 
friend, or a good neighbour, or 
any-wiſe a good relative, without 
induſtry diſpoſing him to undergo 
pains, in performing good offices, 
when-ever need doth require, or 
occaſion invite. 

In fine, it is palpable, that there 


15 no calling of any fort, from the 


{ceptre to the {pade, the manage- 
ment whereot with any good ſuc- 
Sg 
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ceſs, any credit, any fatisfaCtic 


doth not demand much work of thef 
| of 
If wit or wiſedom be the head, if 


head, or of the hand, or of both. 


honeſty be the heart, induſtry j 


the right hand of every vocation} 


without which the ſhrewdeſt in 
ſght, and the beſt intention can exe 
cute nothing. 7 

A ſluggard is qualified for n 
office, no calling, no ſtation amon 
men ; he is a mere no-body ; tz| 
king up room, peſtering and clop 
ging the World. 

I1. It alſo may deferve our con 
ſideration, that it is induſtry, where| 


to the publick ſtate of the World} 


and of each Commonweal therein 
15 indebted for its being, in all con 
veniences and embelliſhments be 
longing to life, advanced above rud| 


and ſordid barbariſm ; yea wherete| 


mankind doth owe all that good 
learning, that morality, thoſe im- 


provements of ſoul, which elevate ' 


us beyond brutes. 
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| To induſtrious {ſtudy is to be a- 


ſcribed the invention and pertection 


of all thoſe arts, whereby humane 


| life is civilized, and the World cul- 
tivated with numberleſs accommo=- 
+ dations, ornaments and beauties. 


All the comely, the ſtately, the 
pleaſant, and uſetull works, which 


we do view with delight, or enjoy 


with comfort, induſtry did contrive 
them, induſtry did trame them. 
Induſtry reared thoſe magnificent 
Fabricks, and thole commodious 
houſes; it formed thole goodly 
Pictures and Statues; 1t raiſed thole 
convenient Cauſeways, thoſe Brid- 


gs, thoſe Aquedudts ; it planted 


thoſe fine Gardens with various 
Flowers and Fruits; it cloathed 
thoſe pleaſant Fields with Corn and 
Graſs ; it built thoſe Ships, where- 


* by we plow the Seas, reaping the 


Commodities of foreign Regions. 
It hath ſubje&ted all Creatures to 


' our Command and Service, ena- 


bling us to ſubdue the fierceſt, 


to catch the wildeſt, to render the 
gentler 


— 


WY; wvarias vſ::s meditando ex«- 
tundcrct artes 
Paullatim, Oc. 
Fo EF,111 
V Irg. Georg. I. 


genticr ſort moſt tractable, and uſe. 
tull ro us. It taught vs from the 
wool of the ſheep, trom the hair of 
the goat, from the labours of the 
filk-worm to weave us cloaths, ty 
keep us warm, to make us fine and 
gay. It helped us from the inmoll 
bowels of the Earth to fetch diver 
needfull tools and utenſils. 

It colleted mankind into Cite, 
and compacted them into orderly 
Societies, and deviſed wholſom: 
Laws, under ſhelter whereof we 
enjoy ſafety and peace, wealth and 
plenty, mutual (uccour and defence, 
{weet converſation and beneficial 
commerce. 

It by meditation did 
invent all thoſe ſcien- 
ccs, whereby our mind; 
are 1inriched and ens 
bled, our ri2nners are refined and 


poliſhed, our curioſity is ſatisfied, 


our life is benefited. 


Pa pod 4 
Vy hat is there, which we admire, | 
or wherein we delight, that pleaſeth 


our mind, or grarifieth our ſenſe, 
for 
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for the which we are not beholden 
to induſtry ? 

Doth any Countrey flouriſh in 
wealth, in grandeur, in proſperity ? 
it muſt be imputed to induſtry, to 
the induſtry of its Governours ſet- 
ling good order, to the induſtry of 
its People following profitable oc- 
cupations : ſo did Cato, in that no- 


table Oratzon of his in Sa/uft, tell Cato apud Sal. 
gin bello Catil. 


the Roman Senate, that it was no 
by the force of their Arms, but by 
the induſtry of their Anceſtors that 
Commonwealth did ariſe to ſuch a 
pitch of greatneſs. When ſloth creep- 
eth in, then ail things corrupt and 
decay ; - then the publick ſtate doth 
ſink into ks 07, penury, and a 
diſgracefull condition. 

12. Induſtry 15 commended to us 
by all ſorts of "a deſerving 
our regard and imitation. All na- 
ture 15 a copy thereof, and the 
whole World a glaſs, wherein we 
may behold this duty repreſented 
to us. 


We 
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We may eaſily obſerve ever 
creature about us inceſſantly work 
ing toward the end for which 
was deſigned , indefatigably exerc. 


_ 
3 
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ſing the powers, with which it 


Mal 


endewed ; diligently obſerving th in 


Laws of its creation. Even Being 
void of reaſon, of ſenſe, of lite t 
{elf do ſuggeſt unto us reſemblance 
of induſtry ; they being ſet in con 
tinual action toward the effecting 
reaſonable purpoſes, conducing ti 
the preſervation of their own bs 
ings, or to the furtherance of com 
mon good. 


The Heavens do roll about wit 


unwearied motion ; the Sun an( 
Stars do perpetually dart their in 
fluences ; the Earth 1s ever labour- 
ing in the birth and nouriſhment 6 
plants ; the plants are drawing ap, 
and ſprouting out fruits, and feed; 
(to feed us, and propagate them: 


ſelves ; ) the rivers are running, the. 
ſeas are toſſing, the winds are blu-| 


{tring to keep the elements {weet, 
in which we live. 
Solomon 


:yide 
liv1 
run 
-the! 
foo 
{ 
and 
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Solomon {endeth us to the ant, and 


living creature ; we may ſee this 
running about, that \wimming, ano- 


{ther flying in purveyance of its 
food and {upport. 


If we look up higher to rational 
and intelligent natures, ſtill more 


:noble and; appoſite paterns do ob- 


jet themſelves to us. 

Here below every field, every 
ſhop, every ſtreet, the hall, the ex- 
change, the courrt it ſelf ( all full of 
buſineſs, and fraught with the fruits 


| of induſtry )) do mind us how ne- 


ceſfary induſtry is to us. 
If we conſult Hiſtory, we ſhall 


| there find, that the beſt men have 
been moſt induſtrious ; that all 


great perſons, renowned for heroi- 
cal goodneſs (the worthy Patriarchs, 
the holy Prophets, the bleſſed Apo- 
ftles) 


.Þ biddeth us to confrder her ways (which Prov. 6. 6. 
; provideth her meat in the ſummer, 
and gathereth her food in the harveſt) 
;|-many ſuch inſtruftours we may find 
in nature ; the like induſtrious pro- 
| vidence we may obſerve in every 
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files) were for this moſt commas 
dable, that neglecting their privaſour 
eaſe, they did undertake difficult enfted 
terprizes, they did undergo painfulÞicjal 
labours for the benefit of mankindÞiand 
they did pals their days, like Sainffciou 
Paul, %» uo; u, pur Fic, in labourÞ'for 
and z0z1ſome pains for thole purpoÞithe 
{es. of. 
Our great example, the life of * 
our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, what waþ\mo 
it but one continual exerciſe of yet 
bour 2 his mind did ever ſtand benf'ing 
in carefull attention, ſtudying tf tha 
doe good ; his body was ever mop yet 
ving in weariſome travel to th/wor 
ſame divine intent. fro! 

If we yet ſoar farther in our meÞ}of 
ditation to the ſuperiour regions,Þ ful 
we ſhall there find the bleſſed inhz|ftre 
bitants of Heaven, the courtiers andÞhat 
miniſters of God , very bufie anditur 
active ; They do vigilantly wait onÞFanc 
God's Throne, in readineſs to ref 
ceive and to diſpatch his comP 
mands ; they are ever on the _ : 
and fly about like lightning to do 


hul 


olu2 
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Imenf bs pleaſure. They are attentive to =5 5 3p 

1varſour needs, and ever ready to pro- 7.297 7- 

it te, to aſliſt, to relieve us ; efpe- pes ron 

infulficially they are diligent guardians 22. Orph. 

<indÞjand ſaccourers of good men ; off- PLr0g. 21,22. 

Sainfjciow ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter * 577 

bour:Þ'-for the heirs of ſalvation ; ſo even Heb, r. 14. 

urpoPÞithe ſeat of perfe&t reſt is no Place 

 Fof idlenels. | 

fe df Yea God himſelf, although ini- 

: Wap: moveably and infinitely happy, is 

t yet immenſly carefull, and everlaſt- 

benÞ'ingly buſie ; He refted once from 

g tit that great work of creation, but 

moF'yet my Father ( faith our Lord ) Gen. 2. «. 

tif-workerb #5l/ ; and he never will reſt 19k 5: 47: 
from his works of providence, and Pfal. r2:. 3. 

meFJof grace. His eyes continue watch- 2,47. 7, 

ons} full over the World, and his hands = Chron. 16.9. 

n»p'{tretched out in upholding it. He 

andÞÞ hath a ſingular regard to every crea- 0 tu bone om- 

andFiture, ſupplying the needs of each, pr grand, ou. 
: . «= : UHNAMe 

© onÞFand ſatisfying the defir ES of all. quemque n0- 

re-F ſirum tanquane 

m-l Adum cures, G* fic omnes tanquam ſingulas, Aug. Confs 4. 11. 
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PC. 145. 15,16, And ſhall we alone be idle, whit 
ry 5. 21. all things are ſo buſie? ſhall we key I 
Pla. 34 15. Our hands in our boſome, or ſtretdf 
Gen. 31. 49. our ſelves on our beds of lazinelY! th 
Jer. 37. 13.) hile all the World about us is har 'to 

at work, in purſuing the deſi igns q mY 
its creation ? ſhall we be wantinfigj 
to our ſelves, while ſo many thine 
labour for our benefit > ſhall niqu 
ſuch a cloud of examples flir us {py 
{ome induſtry 2 not to comply witfirzr 
ſo univerſal a practice, to croſs 1 i 
the World, to diſagree with ever} 
creature, 1s 1t not very monſtra' 1g 
and extravagant ? ev] 

I ſhould cloſe all this diſcourſ; 
with that, at which in pitching aFJeir 
this ſubject I chiefly did aim, an aþ de 
plication exhortatory to our ſelva[! no 


urging the praftice of this verta|prc 
by confiderations peculiar to us) wt 
Scholars, and derived from the mf! ha 


ture of our calling ; but the doin}of 
this, requiring a larger diſcourſÞ {ſo 
than the time now will allow, Fr 
ſhall reſerve to another occaſion ; a {du 
ding onely one conſideration more | in 
I 3. Laſtly 


” I 
— x £ 
* 
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whit! 13. Laſtly, If we conſider, we 
> keerÞ ſhall find the root and ſource of all 
ire a the inconveniences, the miſchiefs, 
inch the wants, of which we are fo apt 
5 nai td complain, to be our ſloth ; and 
z1s fithat there is hardly any of them 
np which commonly we might not 
binfleafily prevent or remove by in- 
| naf)duſtry : Why is any man a beg- 


us tif! par, why contemptible, why igno- 


" Wit rant, why vitious, why miſerable? 
ſs 4'why, but for this one reaſon, be- 
ever cauſe he is ſlothfull ; becauſe he will 
trop not labour to rid himſelf of thoſe 

evils> What could we want, if we 
our; would but take the pains to ſeek it, 
Ig either by our induſtry, or by our 
nYf/devotion 2 for where the firſt will 
elvaf | not doe, the ſecond cannot fail, to 
ertiþprocure any good thing from him, 


us 47 who giveth to a men liberaly, and Jac. r. 5. 


e i; hath promiſed to ſupply the detect 
loin) of our ability by his free bounty ; 
urkgſo that if we join theſe two indu- 
w, Fſtries ( induſtrious action, and in- 
;9'duſtrious prayer ) there is nothing 
ore. | in the world ſo good, or ſo great, 
(tly G 2 of 


2 _ 
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of which, if we are capable, wemy| 

not aſſuredly become Maſters : Anif 

even for induſtry it ſelf, eſpecialhf 

in the performance of all our dutigf 

toward God, let us induftriouſyſ/ 
—_— pray ; Even ſo, The God of peu 

am. 5. 16. ſandtifie us wholly ; and make us jt 

Ti&1927%- fect in every good work to doe bis wil 
Fob, 6.18. working in us that which i well-plup 
wagon fing in hu fight ; through our Bj 7 
on + 23. Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom for eu ( 
Heb. 13. 20. be all glory and praiſe. Amen. | 
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ROM. XII. 11. 
| Tn oTuÞ7 us. 
Not ſlothfull in baſmeſs. TF Only ws 
DM Solicitudine non 


rue, being an ingredient ( or 

the parent) of all other vertues, 
of conſtant uſe upon all occaſions, 
and having influence upon all our 
; affairs. 
QF! For it is our nature framed ; all 
our powers of ſoul and body be- 
[ ing fitted for it, tending to it, re- 
| G 3 quiring 


| bog; is a very eminent ver- 7. Vulg. 
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pertection. 


We were deſigned for it in our fiff 
happy ſtare ; and upon our lapkf 
thence were tarther doomed to i|þ 
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quiring it for their preſervation andþ 


as the fole remedy of our needs aniff di 
the inconveniences, to which wþ 


became expoſed. For 


Without it we cannot well {uf 
ſtain or ſecure our lite in the enjoy. 
ment of any comfort or conven 


ence ; we mult work to earn on 


food , our cloathing , our ſhelter} 


and to ſupply every indigency df 
accommodations, which our natur 
doth crave. 


To it God hath annexed the beſt} 
and molt deſirable rewards ; ſucceþ 


fo our undertakings, wealth, ho 
nour, wiſedom, vertue, ſalvation; 
all which as they flow from God: 
bounty, and depend on 1s bleſſing; 


ſo from them they ate uſually conf 


veycd to us throvgh our induſtry] \ 


as the ordinary chanel and inſtru 
ment of attaining them. 


—— 
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It is requiſite to us even for pro- 
curing, eaſe, and preventing a ne- 


ceſſity of immoderate labour. 


It is in it ſelf {ſweet and fatis- 


th factory ; as freeing our mind from 


* diſtraction, and wrecking irreſolu- 
| tion ; as feeding us with good hope, 
-and yielding a foretaſte of its good 
fruits. 


It furniſheth us with courage to 


# attempt, and reſolution to atchieve 


things needfull, worthy of us, and 


| profitable to us. 


It is attended with a good conſci- 
ence, and chearfull reflexions, of ha- 
ving well ſpent our time, and em- 
ployed our talents to good advan- 


tage. 


It ſweetneth our enjoyments, and 
ſeaſoneth our attainments with a 
delightfull reliſh. 

It is the guard of innocence, and 
barreth out temptations to vice, -to 
wantonneſs, to vain curioſity and 
pragmaticalnels. 

It argueth an ingenuous and ge- 
nerous diſpoſition of foul ; aſpiring 
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to worthy things, and purſuing 
them in the faireſt way ; diſdainineþ 
to enjoy the common benefits, «þ 
the fruits of other mens labouſ 
without deſerving them from th 


World, and requiting it for them. 


It is neceſſary for every condi|, 
tion and ſtation, for every calling | 


for every relation ; no man without 


it being able to deport himſelf wel 
in any ſtate, to manage any buſ| 
neſs, to diſcharge any ſort of duty, | 


To it the World is indebted far 
all the culture, which advanceth i 
above rude and ſordid barbariſm; 
for whatever in common life i; 
Nately, or comely, or uſefull, in 
duftry hath contrived it, induſtry 
hath compoſed and framed it. 
| It is recommended to us by al 
ſort of patterns conſiderable ; for 
all nature is continually buſie and 
aQive in tendency toward its pro- 
per deſigns; Heaven and Earth do 
work in unceſſant motion ; Every 


living Creature is employed in prop: | 


ging for its ſuſtenance ; The bleſſed 
& Spirits 


' general Calling, as Chriſtians. 8g 
luingf Spirits are always an the wing in 
ninzÞ diſpatching the commands of God, 
, &f and miniſtring ſuccour ro us ; God 
bouf himſelf, is ever watchfull, and ever 
| thef buſie in preſerving the World, and 
n. | providing for the needs of every 
ndef, Creature. 
ling} The lives of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
hou. of all the Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
well the Apoſtles, the Saints in this. re- 
buſl-þ ſpect have been more exemplary ; 
ty. þ no vertue being more conſpicuous 
| for} in their practice than induſtry in 
h ith performing the hard duties, and 
{m;Þ painfull tasks impoſed on them for 
e 5} the ſervice of God, and the benefit 

in} of mankind. | 
ſir} Such is the vertue upon which 

I have formerly diſcourſed in gene- 
al} ral and at large, but ſhall now more 
for} ſpecially conſider, according to 
and} St. Paul's preſcription, in reterence 
r0- to its moſt proper matter, b«/ineſs, 
dof explaining and preſling it accord- 
ery | ingly. ' | 
0p-}, Be not ſlothfull in buſineſs (that is 
{| in diſcharge of it) ar to buſineſs 
| as 2 (that 
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(that is to undertake it) this is the 


rule ; the nature and: needfulne} 


whereof we ſhall declare. : 
By amd) (bufineſs) we may un. 


derſtand any obje&t of our car; j 


and endeavours which dotlx require 


them, and may deſerve. :them;| j 
which by reaſon of its difficulty| 


cannot well be accompliſhed or a: 


tained without them ; and which yl 


productive of ſome: fruzt or recom: 


pence anſwerable to them ; the 
which hath oper@ cauſam,: a-need df. 


labour, and opere pretium, {ome 


effect worth our pains ; if tbe naf 


{uch it is not a due matter .of ver 
tuous and laudable induſtry. 
There are many things, - about 
which men with great earneſtnch 
employ themſelves, called buſineſs 
but not deſerving that name ; ther 
are divers ſpurious kinds of ind 
{try, which may not ;pretend to 


commendation, but rather do mert} 
blame ; according to that of Saunt 
Chryſoſtome, Labour which hath | 


profit, cannot obtain.any praiſe. 
There 


: 


; 


| general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


There is a *#v0o7s3&, -4 Vain in- 


; duſtry and a +#x057sN%e, a naughty 


induſtry, both agreeing with genu- 
ine vertuous induſtry in the aR, as 


' implying carefull and painfull acti- 


vity, but diſcording from it in ob- 


* ject and deſign; and conſequently 
' j1n worth, and moral eſteem. 


Aliud agere, to be impertinently 


| buſie, doing that which conduceth 


to no good purpoſe, is in ſome re- 
ſpe&t worſe than to doe nothing, or 


- to forbear all action ; for 'tis a po- 


ſitive abuſe of our facul- 
ties,and trifling with God's 
pifts; "tis a throwing a- 
way labour and care,things 
valuable in themſelves; 'tis 
often a running out of the 
way, which is worſe than 
ſtanding ſill ; *tis a deba- 
fing our reaſon, and' de- 
clining from our man- 
hood, nothing being more 
fooliſh or childiſh, than to 
be folicitous and ſerious 
about trifles ; for who are 
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ridiculous toys, the ſhadows of bu. 
ſineſs, ſuggeſted to them by apiſh 
curioſity, and imitation. Of ſuch 
induſtry we may underſtand that of 


Eccles 16. 15. the Preacher, The labour of the foolifiþ 
wearteth every one of them; tor tha} 


a man ſoon will be weary of that 
labour, which yieldeth no profit, 
beneficial return. 

But there is another induſtry 
worſe than that, when men are 
ry buſie in deviſing and compaſſi 
miſchiets ; an induſtry, whereof the 
Devil affordeth a great inſtance; 
for the curſed Fiend is very dil 


Luk. 22. 3z. gent, ever Watching for occaſions] 


2 Cot. 2.17. to ſupplant us, ever plotting me 
thods and means to doe harm, ever 
driving on his miſchievous deſigns 

Job 1. 7. with unwearied activity ; going to and 
fro in the earth; running about as a roar- 

1 Per. 5.8. ng Lion looking for prey, and ſeeking 

whom he may devour, And 


more buſie and active than 
Yau, ©» *5 oredxius Children, who are fuller of 
£027: 47:42. Ct. thoughts and deſigns, or 
more eager in proſecution| 
of them than they ? but all is about 


PDE __TMT.. .TTCSHIT 


| general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


| And his wicked brood are com- 


nor leave any ſtone unturned, for 
ftisfying their luſts, and accom- 
pliſhing their bad deſigns. 

So indeed it is, that as no great: 
g00d, ſo neither can any great mii- 


| chief be effteted without much 


pains ; And if we conſider either 


* the characters, or the practices of 


thoſe, who have been famous mil- 


and diſturbers of the World, we ſhall 
find them to have been no ſlug- 
gards. 

Theſe two ſorts of vain and bad 
induſtry the Prophet Zay ſeemeth 
to deſcribe in thoſe words, They 


batch cockatrice eggs, and weave the Iſa. 59. 5. 


ſpiders web ; of which expreſſions 
one may denote miſchievous, the 
other frivolous diligence, in contri- 
vance or execution of naughty. or 
vaia deſigns ; and to them _ 
that 


monly like him, being workers of _— 7 
©” ©® . e > e 2 0 
' iniquity, & momeg painful men, & Tyr. 13, +7. 
mw3ez9i, men that will doe ail Plal. 6.8. 


' things; who will ſpare no pains, 


chief-doers, the peſts of mankind, C-t#!ine, '24s- 


pemagtns m— 
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Of Induſtry in our 


Pan 34:2 and they ſhall reap the whirlwind, 


Hoſ. 10. 13. - guilt, remorſe and puniſhment be 


ing the conſequences of both. And 


of them both common experience} 


doth afford very frequent and ob 


vious inſtances, a great part of hy. 


mane life bemg taken up with themþ 


For, 

How aſliduouſly intent and eage 
may we obſerve men to be at ſports! 
how ſoon will they riſe to go forth 
to them 2? with what conſtancy and 
patience: will they roil in them al 
the day 2 how indefatigable are they 


in riding and running about after a| 


dog ora hawk, to catch a poor beafl, 
or ſilly bird ? 
How long will men fit porin 
Svvegzn 59 on their games, diſpenſing wi 


dz erxoxybot ha; ay 
ms ab their food and ſleep for it : 


exis ao , dmTu, u; nov nevi} wegiess. Lib. Orat. 31. 


How long and ſerious attention | 


will men yield to a wanton play, 
how many hours will they con- 
tentedly 


that of the Prophet Z7oſea may he | 
Hoſ. 8.79. referred, They have ſowed the wind| 
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i general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


ſity ? 


and ſerious occupations ? 


tentedly fit thereat > What ſtudy 
will men employ on jeſts, and im- 
pertinent wit 2 how earneſt will 
they be to fatisfte their vain curio- 


' How in ſuch caſes do men forget 

what they are doing, that ſport 
ſhould be ſport, not work ; to divert 
: and relax us, not to employ and 
bufie us ; to take off our minds a 
little, not wholly to take them up; 
not to exhauſt or tire our ſpirits, 
but to refreſh and chear them, that 
- they may become more fit for grave 


How painfull will others be 2x 


fterns, that will hold no water ; that 
is, 1n immoderate purſuit of worldly 
deſigns > how ſtudiouſly will they 
plod, how reſtleſsly will they trudge, 
what carking and drudgery will they 
endure in driving on projects of am- 
bition and avarice 2 what will not 


- they gladly doe or ſuffer to get a 


little preferment, or a little profit ; 
it was a common practice of old, 


and 


\ 

To » own 
melt ore Sa 
T&iCey, Plut- 


' hewing them out ciſterns, broken ci- Jer. 2. 13, 


a Or IE I OOEnY RET nemo ram ona re pes _— MN ISO IN ow atop 


erm m———_ 
bo 


— — 
— p—_ ey w_————e_—— ee 


EO Ig 


= A —— - 


Bt: | 


> CT ee a en ea no ana an en pn daagow—n. 
eee re a EIS 


AA 0604 HAN 0.3 id IEICE 
_ 8 ——— _ = — 
er ee EI ee EE Pee a ere ee Er I DDS = = — ——— 
= SE — —— _ Z > "FR eigen « 
= IO Ire noe ene IIS — —_— == - : = — 
= San x _—= = . = Sr_—_ = SS — - 2 __ DE ID KEDE ——— ——_—_ 
_ nn eee a : —_ = ONT TIES CL ITS EET IRE Inn —— —— - —Enn== ee I CT 
CST Ez - "EEq<EF= pE——C_ > _ a ot Oe. RESINS EIFS EEE ASTD = == 
= 2 I z ” quran oro yr _— = __—— . — es r= Co - 
= : . ens x x 2 : = Rr WEE 0 = SD EE RES... : —z> — 
_ _ - "A035, "pi = wenn nn X RE CIDR 0 - © CIR W_ : ICI — hy WII 7 I DO pen oy 
—_ FE: ——— - == i Water Fn SS ——— 5 : CIC = CE IEP. II Im D __— ONS 
== === == mn CEE ET YETI: : DEE IEEE OO I en . — - > of 6 nega; ; wg —_ I RS. 2 Lake. . 
—_ _ SE II dS bone een”. *” S=I7IA SSI yore mem gan. .: "TEE n= —2——< <= cab; 0 _—_ IT ITS _ SI > w—nnenen > 
_ = : - RE: = ner ES: > 4c - _— om ne EE TO Te EI EE I A ee ee i er nn ee EA Oe me - 
= _ _ Wt Ort om etna mpnmeoetmeywhgs— Penne — ay ora ona ESE Ire nn oo IDS II done nn S : mnt CEE RS DI 
- - __ - - = ons _ ——— —— ID pen 2 Doe 4 > go —_— - —— —_ -- ___ x - — 
- 


*Evvonowuly 
mv 5 SiaCo- 
AC emmraZse 
ws 6mmvd, 


Of Trdyſtry in our © 


and ſure the World is not greatly gf 
mended fince the P/almiſt did thu to 
reflect, Surely every man walketh ix th 
a vain ſhew, ſurely they are diſqu| « 
eted in vain, He heapeth ap riches 
and cannot tell who ſhall gather then, 

How many vigilant, and ſtout 
purſuers are there of ſenſuality, and} 
riotous exceſs; ſuch as thoſe off: 
whom the Prophet ſpeaketh, We of 
wnto them that riſe up early in th} (1, 
morning, that they may follow firm} br 
drink, that continue untill night, til ſat 
wine inflame them 2 

How buſie (O ſhame, O miſery; m 
how fiercely buſie) are ſome in ac C] 
compliſhing defigns of malice and 
revenge ? how intent are ſome to} C 
over-reach, to circumvent, to ſup| gi 
plant their neighbour 2 how ſorþ cy 
pains will ſome take to ſeduce, cor fa 
rupt, or debauch others 2 how active} of 
will ſome be in ſowing ſtrifes, ia} oy 


' raiſing factions, in fomenting difor-Þ- ur 


ms kwikex- ders 1n the World 2 how many uf or 


Sec, Chr 
«ve. 16. 


Ml. Juſtrious ſlaves hath the Devil, whoſ ca 


will ſpare no pains about any _ {th 
0 


— 


: "general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


| of the Prophet ; Wherefore do ye 1Þs. 5s. 4. 
' ſpend money for that which is not 


"I 


' of work, which he. putteth them 
| to? how many like thoſe of whom 
«| the Wiſe-man ſaith, their feet run to 
Ft evil, and are ſwift in ranning to miſ- Prov. 6. 8. 


chief ; they fleep not except they have 


| done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken 
| aivay, anleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. 


Now with all theſe Labourers we 
may well expoſtulate in the words 


bread, and your labour for that which 


\ ſatisfieth not 2 
- Such labours are unworthy of 
| men, much leſs do they beſeem 


* Chriſtians. 


It becometh us not as rational 
Creatures to employ the excellent 


gifts of our nature, and noble fa- 


culties of our high-born ſoul, the 
farces of our mind, the advantages 
of our fortune, our pretious time, 


our very care and labour vainly or 

- unprofitably upon any thing baſe 

:or mean ; being that our reaſon 1s 

| Capable of atchieving great and wor- 

thy things, we much debaſe it by 
H 


ſtooping 


\ 
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Epheſ. r. 18. 


Eccles 9. 10. 


findeth to doe, doe it with all thy 


ſtooping to regard toys, we do ey | 
tremely abuſe ur by working mif| 


chief. | 
Much more doth it misbecony 
us as Chriſtians (that is perſons de. 


voted to ſo .high a calling, wh 
have ſo worthy employments af 


figned to us, ſo glorious hopes, { 
rich encouragements propoſed toy 


for our work ) to ſpend our thought| 


and endeavours on things impert| 
nent to our great deſign, or mainh 
thwarting it. 


The proper matter and obje df 


our induſtry (thoſe falſe ones being 


excluded) 1s true buſineſs ; or tha} 


which 1s incumbent on a man to 


doe, either in way of duty, bein] 


required by God ; or by diate 6 


reaſon, as conducing to ſome goulſ: 
pufpoſe ; ſo that in effect it will 


turn to accompt, and finally in ad 
vantageous return will pay him ta 
his labour of mind or body ; that 
which the Wiſe-man did intend,| 
when he adviſed, Whatever thy hand 


might ; 


general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


ME might ; whatever thy hand findeth, 
| that is, whatever by divine appoint= 


merit (by the command or provi- 
dence of God) or which upon rati- 
onal deliberation, doth occur as 


- matter - of our action ; compri- 


zing every good purpoſe and rea- 
ſonable undertaking incident to us. 
But our buſinels, according to the 


| holy Apoſte's intent, may be ſup- 


Ar 


poſed eſpecially to be the work of 
our calling ; to which each man 
hath a peculiar obligation ; and 
which therefore is moſt properly 
his buſineſs, or 1 7&9) emphatical- 


ly, the buſineſs allotted to him. 


Now this buſineſs, our calling, is 


| double ; Our general calling, which 


is common to us all as Chrilltians ; 


-and our particular calling, which 


- peculiarly belongeth to us, as pla- 


ced in a certain ſtation, either ir 
the Church or State. In both which 
vocations that we are much obliged 


and concerned to be induſtrious , 


thall be now my buſineſs to declarc: 
H = t. As 
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(Eph. 1. 18. 
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Phil. 2. 12. 


Rom. 2. 7. 


Col. 1. 10. 


1 Tim. 6. 18. 


2hil. r. 17, 


FE. As to our general calling, 
( that ſablime, that heavenly, that 
holy vocation) in which by divine 
grace, according to the Evangelical 
Diſpenſation, we are engaged, that 
neceſſarily requireth, and moſt high- 
ly deſerveth from us a great mea- 
fure of induſtry; the nature and 
deſign of it requireth, the fruit and 
re{uit of it deſerveth our utmoſt di 
ligence ; all ſloth 15 inconſiſtent with 
diſcharging the duties, with enjoy- 
ing the hopes, with obtaining the 
benefits thereof. For, 

It is a ſtate of continual work, 
and is expreſſed in terms importing 
abundant, inceſlant, intenſe care and 
pain ; for to be indeed Chriſtians, 
We muſt work out our ſalvation with 
fear and trembling ; We muſt by px 
tient continuance in well-doing ſect 
for glory and honour, aud immortality. 
We muit walk worthy of the, Lord to 
all well-pleaſing , being fruitfull in e- 
very good work ; We mult be rich in 


good works, and filled with the fruits 


0 


general Calling, as Chriſtians. 


ſhould walk in them. $68, 
We have a ſoul to ſave, and are i Thell 5. g. 
appointed is TE® £770L00W owTH@ At, to 

make an acquiſt of ſalvation. 

We have a mind to improve with 

vertue and wiſedom, qualifying us 

for entrance into Heaven, for en- 

joyment of God's favour, tor con- 

verſation with Angels. 

As Chriſtians we are aſſumed to 1 Thelf r. g. 
be ſervants of God, and re-admitted M7 7: 6: 
into his family, from which for our Eph. 2. rg. 
diſloyalty we had been diicarded ; 

ſo that as he was our natural Lord, 

ſo he is now ſuch alſo by ſpecial 

grace ; who did make us, who doth 

maintain us, under whoſe protecti- 

on, and at whoſe diſpoſal we ſub- 

fiſt ; whence we are obliged to be 

faithfully diligent in his ſervice ; 

We muſt conſtantly wait upon him 

H 3 in. 
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Eph. dS. 10, 
Rom. 12. 2. 
Luke 1:z. 23, 


Matt. 25. 27. 


1 Cor. 15. 58. 


Col. 3. 25. 

Eph. 6. 7. 

1 Cor. 7. 23. 
6. 20. 
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in devotional addreſſes ; we muſt 
carefully ſtudy to know his plea- 
{ure; we mult endeavour exactly 
to perform his will, and obey his 
commands ; we mult ſtrive to ad- 
vance his glory, to promote his in- 
tereſt, to improve all talents and 
advantages committed . to us for 
thoſe purpoſes ; we muſt as (St. 
Paul expreſſeth it) always abound in 
the work of the Lord. 

We muſt alſo look upon our 
ſelves as ſervants of Chriſt our Re- 
deemer ; who by his bloud hath 
purchaſed us to himſelf, that we 
might be zealous of good works ; per- 
forming a ſervice to him, which 
conſiſteth in a faithtull diſcharge of 
manifold duties ; and in purſuance 
of all vertue ; with moſt intent ap- 
plication of mind, with expedite 
promptitude, with accurate circum- 
{petion ; giving all diligence ( as 
St. Peter ſpeaketh ) in odhong one 
vertue to another ; being ready (as 
St. Paul faith) to every good work ; 
and ſeeing that we walk circumſpettly, 

Es 


_—_—___ 
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or behave our ſelves exat!y accord- 
ing to the rules of duty in all our 
converſation. | 
This ſervice requireth of us afli- Col. 4. >. 
duous attendance on works of piery FP 6. 18. 
and devotion ; that we do 7zceſſant= ; Thef «. 5. 
ly watch to prayers, that we always Ln'> 18. 1. 
give thanks, that we continually 1 Eph. ny 
offer up the ſacrifice of praiſe to Col. 3. 17. 
God. Heb. 13. 15. 
It demandeth from us a conti- 
qual /abour of charity ; that we ſerve 1 Theſf. r. 5, 
one another-in love ; that we ſhould _ & Jas Mg. 
as we have opportunity work good to por hes: 
al men ; that we ſhould always pur- Gal. 6, 10. 
ſue good toward one another, and to- Pee grde- 


ward all men. 

It obligeth us with all our pow- Rom712. 18. 
ers, to purſue peace with all men, Su garner 
(which: conſidering our natural pee- 2 Tim. >. 22. 
viſhneſs, pride, and perverlenels is 
often no eaſie task ) and that we 
do ons7:w, ftudiouſly endeavour Eph. 4 3, 
to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. 
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It chargeth on us- contentedly 
and patiently to undergo. whatever 
God doth impoſe of burthen or 
{ufferance, ſc that patience have its 
perfet work ; and it is a crabbed 
work, to bend our ſtiff inclinations, 
to quell our refractory paſſions, to 
make our ſturdy humour buckle 
thereto. | 

It doth exact that we ſhould go- 
vern and regulate according to ve- 
ry ſtrict and ſevere Laws all the 
faculties of our ſoul, all the mem- 
bers of our body, all internal mo- 
tions, and all external actions pro- 
cecding from us; that we ſhould 
check our inclinations, curb our 
appetites, and compoſe our paſſions; 
that we ſhould guard our hearts 
from vain thoughts and bad deſires; 
that we ſhould bridle our tongues 
from evil and from idle diſcourles; 
that we ſhould order our ſteps in 
the ſtreight way of righteouſneſs, 
not deflecting to the right hand of 
to the lctt. | 


fe 
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In the diſcharge of this ſervice 
how many rough difficulties are 
there to be ſurmounted , how ma- 
ny great obſtacles to be removed, 
how many ſtout oppoſitions to be 
encountred, how many potent ene- 
mies to be vanquiſhed , how many 
fore hardſhips, croſſes and tribula- 
tions to be endured ? 

How ſhrewd a task muſt we find 
it to circumciſe our hearts, to mor- 
tie our earthly members, to cruci- 
fe our fleſh with its affections and 
luſts, to pull out our right eyes, and 
cut off our right hands, to renounce 
our worldly intereſts, to hate our 
neareſt relations, to take up, and 
bear our croſs ; ' whenever con{ct- 
ence or duty ſhall call us thereto ? 

Our calling therefore doth re- 
quire great induſtry ; and the buſt- 
neſs of it conſequently is well repre- 
ſented by thoſe performances, which 
demand the greateſt intention, and 
laborious a&tivity : It is ſtyled ex- 
erciſe (agoniſtick and aſcetick exer- 
cile ; YorreZe orzul'y ae95 cuoeSauny, 
Exer . 


Tyuvels oe 
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Exerciſe thy ſelf to godlineſs ; and 


'Fy TyTw &- ow TETD auroc &IHD , Herein T ex. 


ka. Atts 24 


16. tb.a2.r9, uae my ſelf to have always A COM 


Eph. 6. 12. 
1 Cor. 9. 25. 


Heb. 12. 1. 
1 Cor. 9. 24. 
Phil. 3. 14. 


2 Tim. 4. 7. 
I Tim. 1. 18. 

Wi; 8 
2 Tim. 4. 7. 
2 Tim. 2. 3. 
1 Cor. g. 25. 
Marr. 11. 12. 


x Theſl. 5. 6. 


. 3 Car. 16, 83» 


Marr. 26. 41. 

24. 42. 
Luke 12. 37. 
7 Per. 5.8. 


Apoc. 3. 2. 


16.15. 


feience woid of offence toward Gol 
and toward men; ) wreſtling ( iu 
j 7raAn, Our wreſtling is not (onely) 
againſt fleſh and bloul, but againf 
principalities and powers ; _ running 
a race ( Let us run with patience the 
race that is ſet before us; So rw 
that ye may obtain; 1 preſs toward 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling.) A warfare, a combating 
( War a good warfare , holding faith 
and a _— conſcience ; fight the god 
frieht ; thou therefore endure bard 
as a good ſouldier of Feſus Chriſt; 
Every man that ſtriveth for the mi- 
ſtery is temperate in all things ;) of- 
fering wtiolence ; ( The Kingdom if 
Heaven ſuffereth violence 5 and tht 
violent take it by force ; ) watching, 
( Let us not ſleep as do others, but 
let us watch and be ſober ; Watch ye, 
ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you lite 
men, be ftrong ; watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation. ) 
| | Hencs 


general Calling, as Chriſtians, 


Hence the Precepts importing 
the general tenour of Chriſtian pra- 
tice are uſually couched in terms 
implying great {edulity and conten- 


enter in at the ſtrait gate; Let us 
labour therefore to Enter into that 
refſk; Labour not for the meat that 
periſheth , but for that meat which 
endureth to everlaſting life. Give di- 
lgence to make your calling and ele- 
fon ſure ; Gird up the loins of your 
minds ; be ſober and hope to the end ; 
Wherefore, brethren, ſeeing that ye 
hok for ſuch things, be diligent, that 
ye may be found of him in peace, with- 
ot ſpot, and ' blameleſs. 

Such is the work of our general 
alling, and ſo much induſtry it 
challengeth from us; with great 
reaſon indeed, for that ſuch work is 
needfull to our happineſs, and that 
our labour will certainly be rewar- 
ded therewith. 

The work indeed of it ſelf 1s 
moſt worthy to employ us ; doth 
moſt become us, doth much adorn 
US 3 


tion of foul ; *A3ariZ:ods, Strive to Luke 13. 


SmTednuC wuly. 
Heb. 4. 11. 
"F ex C eo. 


John 6. 27. 


ETJLouTt. 


2 Pet. r. 10. 
1 Per. 1. 13. 


Luke 12. 35. 


Eph. 6. 14- 
2 Pet. 3. I 4. 
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Of Induſtry in our 


John 4. 36. 


Matt. 5. 12. 


Rom. 14. 18. 


table to God 
and approved 


Men. 


He that imtheſe 
things ſerveth 
Chriſt is accep- 


us, doth beſt befit our divine ex- 
traction and large capacity ; 1s the 
nobleſt, the handſomeſt, the {weet- 
eſt employment that could take us 
up; but we have allo the greateſt 
inducements and encouragements 
poſſible for our induſtry therein. 

There are by the divine bounty 
and mercy wages aſſigned abundant- 
ly correſpondent to our work, yea 
infinitely ſurpaſſing it ; there is 
vs wid%s, a great ( or a manifold) 
hire tor our ſlender and ſimple per- 
formances ; there are ſeveral nable 
prizes highly worth our ſtriving for 
with our utmoſt ſtrength and con- 
tention of ſoul. 

In recompence thereof we ſhall 
aſluredly gain even here 1m this tran- 
ſitory ſtate the ſpecial favour and 
love of God, with his conſtant pro- 
tection and care for our good ; hs 
faithfull diretion, and friendly aſl 
ſtence to guide us, and uphold us in 
all our ways, to bleſs and proſper 
our undertakings, to ſupply us in 


our needs, and comfort us in our 


diſtrel- 


1 o09 


liftreſſes ; {o that we ſhall ack o- Pal. 34.9. $4. 


thing that 15 good, that »o evil ſhall *"- 33: 19. 
happen to us, that all things ſhall Pg —_— 


concur and co-operate for our bene- Prov. 12. 21. 
Rom. 8. 38. 
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t, 

We ſhall thereby taſte the ſatisfa- 
ions of a calm mind, and a ſound 
conſcience, quickned by the conſo- 
lations of the divine fpirit z #the Col. 3: rs. 
eace of God ruling in our hearts , _ 
which paſſeth all underſtanding. 

We ſhall afterward , when this 

moment is paſſed over, and our ſhort 

dy's work diſpatched, receive from 

God's bountifull hand an unconcet- 

vable affluence of good things, an 

eternal permanence of lite ; undi- 

ſturbed reſt, indefe4ible wealth, ins» Jam. r. 12. 
effable joy, incorruptible glory, a + ch 
kingdom unſhakeable. ts 
He ( faith our Lord ) that reap- John 4. 30. 
eth, receiveth wages , and gathereth 
fruit unto life everlaſting. 

To them (faith St. Paul) who by, 
patient continuance in well-doing ſeek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
God in recompence will beſtow eternal 
life. And, I 


Amduo{j— 
Rom, 2. 6. --+ 
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2 Tim. 4.8. 


2 Cor. 5. 10. 


Col. 3. 24. 


t Cor. 15. 58. 


T have (faith that bleſſed Laboy- 
rer of himſelf ) fought the good fight, 
T have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith ; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs. 

What more ettectual ſpur or in- 
centive can there be to induſtry in 
this buſineſs, than to conſider that 
which St. Paul doth fo often incul- 
cate ; Knowing that whatſoever good 
thing any man doeth, the ſame (a re 
compence for the ſame) he ſhall re. 
ceive of the Lord ; and knowing that 
(in conſideration of our fervice done 
to the Lord) of the Lord we ſhall 
receive the reward of the inheritance? 

What exhortation can be more 
firmly grounded or ſtrongly back- 
ed, than is that of the Apoſ?le, There- 
fore, my brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unme- 
vable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye Know, 
that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord ? 

May it not alſo much inconrage 
us to induſtry to be aſſured , that 
not onely the kind of our work, - 
t 


I11 
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he degree of our labour ſhall be 
conſidered and requited, in juſt pro- 


portion ; ſo that the harder we 


work, the higher we ſhall be re- 

warded ; for, to each one (faith our 'amao; 5yg- 
Lord ) the Son of man ſhall render a 59 Matt. 16, 
reward 9/12 TW xitw aurs, acs "m 
urding to his performance ; Every 

me ( faith St. Paul) ſhall receive 

ov widou x&1ay 7* i9tov Komnw , his Cor. 3. 8. 
proper reward , according to his pro- Rv: peegn 
ter work ; whence we have reafon Marr. 5. =r. 
to obſerve St. John's advice, Look Luke rg. 12. 
to your ſelves, that ye loſe not thoſe 

things which ye have gained, but that Mii main 
ye receive a full reward. CS 

To be negligent or flothfull in ; 

ſuch a caſe, tor want of little care 

and pains to forieit fuch advanta- 

ges, What a pity, what a folly is it 2 

Were an opportunity preſented by 

2 little minding our buſineſs, and 

beſtirring our {ſelves to procure a 
fair eſtate, or a good prefterment , 
would not he be deemed mad or 
lottiſh who ſhould ſit ſtill, and fore- 
20 that his advantage? how much 
more 
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more wildneſs is it to be drowſie 
and ſluggiſh in this caſe, thereby lo- 
ſing eternal bliſs and glory 2 well 
therefore might the Apoſtle fay, 
How ſhall we eſcape , if we negleft 
ſo great ſalvation > how ſhall we 
eſcape not onely the ſin, and guilt 
of baſeſt ingratitude toward him that 
eratiouſly doth offer it, but the im: 
putation of moſt wretched folly, in 
being ſo much wanting to our own 
intereſt and welfare 2? | 
Is it not a fad thing, a wofull 
ſhame, to obſerve what pains men 
will throw away -upon things f 
{mall or no concernment to them? 
yea, what toil and drudgery they 
will ſuſtain in the ſervice of Satay, 
in purſuit of ſin, in the gratificati 

on of their vanities and luſts ? 
What pains will a covetous 
wretch take in ſcraping for pelf; 
how will he rack his mind with car- 
king ſolicirude to get, to keep, to 
ſpare it? how will he tire his ſpirits 
with reſtleſs trave] > how will he 
pinch his carkate for want of what 
naturs 
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nature craveth 2 what infamy and 
obloquy will he endure for his nig- 
gardly parſimony and ſordidneſs ? 

How much labour will an ambi- 
tious fop undergo for preferment, or 
vain honour? to how many tedious 
attendances, to how pitifull ſervi- 
lities will he ſubmit? what fore 
croſſes and diſappointments will he 
ſvallow, what aftronts and indigni- 
ties will he patiently digeſt, without 
deſiſting from his enterpriſe. 
How will a man (as St. Paul ob- 
ſerved) 71s tyxexrwe3 24, endure 1 Cor. g. 25 
all painfull abſtinence and conti= 
nence in order to the obtaining 4 
crruptible crown, a tading garland of 
bays, a puff of vain applaule ? 

What diligence will men uſe to 
compals the enjoyment of forbidden 
pleaſures ; how watchfull in catch- 
ing opportunities, how eager in queſt 
of them will they be ; what difficul- 
ties will they undertake,what hazards 
will they incur, what damages and 
inconveniences will they ſuſtain ra- 
ther than fail of ſatisfying their de- 
lires? | 0: What 


} 
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Chryſ. 'Arde. 
1 


: Cor. 7. I7. 


2©. 


What akings of head and heart, 
what pangs of mind and gripes of 
conſcience, what anxieties of regret 
and fear, will every worker of ini- 
quity undergo? So faithfull friends 
hath this vain and evil world ; fo 
diligent ſervants hath the accurſed 
Lord thereof: ſo carefull and labori 
ous Will men be to deſtroy and 
damn themſelves : O that we could 
be willing to ſpend as much care 
and pains in the ſervice of our God; 
O that we were as true friends of 
our ſelves; O that we could be as 
induſtrious for our falvation ; that 
is, in the buſineſs of our general cal 
ling ; which having conſidered, et 
us proceed to the other buſineſs be 
longing to us, which is, 


IT. The buſineſs of our particular 
calling ; that in reference whereto 
St. Paul doth preſcribe, Every man, 
as the Lord hath called him, ſo tet 
him walk. Let every man abide in the 


fame calling wherein he was called ; 


tet him fo abide, as faithfully to pro- 
| {ſecute 


- od 
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ſecute the work, and diſcharge the 
duty of it ; the doing which other- 
where he termeth axe#x{ rm iÞz , 
to doe onr own buſineſs (working with 
wr hands) and enjoineth it in oppo- 


fition to thoſe two great peſts of 


life, ſloth and pragmatical curioſity ; 
or the neglect of our own, and med- 
ling with other mens affairs. | 
| This the Apoſtle nameth our cal- 
ling, becauſe we are called or ap- 
pointed thereto by divine provi- 
dence ; for he ſuppoſeth and taketh 
it for granted, that to each man ir 
this World God hath aſſigned a cer- 
tun ſtation, unto which peculiar ac- 
tion is ſuited ; in which ſtation he 
biddeth him quietly to abide, till 
providence fairly doth tranſlate 


1 Theſl. 4. rr. 


Eph. 4. 28. 


him, and during his abode therein 1 Cor. 7. 2: 


diligently to execute the work 

thereof. | 
Every man 15 4 member of a dou- 
ble body, of the civil Common- 
wealth, and of the Chriſtian-church ; 
in relation to the latter whereof 
St. Paul telleth us ( _ what he _ 
2 y 
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3 Cor. 13. 8. 
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by parity of reaſon may be referred 
likewiſe to the former ) that God 
hath ſet the members every one in the 
body, as it pleaſeth bim; and as it is in 
the natural, ſo it is in every political 
and {piritual body , every member 
hath its proper uſe and function; 


* All members (faith St. Paul) have mt 


Thy auTW ae&3tw, the ſame office, or 
the ſame work and operation ; yet 
every one hath ſome work ; there is 
no member deſigned to be idle or 
uſelets, conferring no benefit to the 
whole; but the whole body(laith the 
Apoſtle ) fitly joined together, and com. 
patted by that which every joint ſup 
plieth, according to the effettual wer- 
king in the meaſure of every part mu 
keth increaſe of the body, unto the edi 
fying it ſelf in love ; each member 
doth conſpire and co-operate to the 
ſtrength, nouriſhment, thriving, and 
welfare of the whole. 

Every man ( who continueth 1 
man in his ſenſes, or in any good de 
gree of natural integrity) is by God 
endowed with competent _ - 

1 . 
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diſcharge ſome function , uſetull to 
common good , or at leaſt needfull 
to his own ſuſtenance ; to every one 
ſome talent is committed, which in 
ſubordination to God's ſervice he 
may improve to the benefit of the 
World, God's temporal, or of the 
Church, God's ſpiritual Kingdom. 

It is plainly neceſſary , that the 
greateſt part of men ſhould have a 
determinate work allotted to them, 
that they may ſupport their life and 
get their food withour _ injurt- 
ous, offenſive, or burthenfome to 
others ; for their living, they mult 
either follow ſome trade, or they 
mult ſhark and filch , or they muſt 
beg, or they mult ſtarve. 

And the reſt are obliged to doe 
ſomewhat conducible to publick 


good, that they may deſerve tolive : 


tor a drone ſhould not be among the 
bees ; nor hath right to devour the 
hony : If any man doth pretend, or 
preſume that he hath nothing to 
doe but to eat, to ſleep, to play, to 
laugh ; | to enjoy his eaſe, his plear 
I 3 {ure, 
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£ Thell: 3. 16. 


ſure, his humour, he thereby doth 
as it were diſclaim a reaſonable title 
of living among men , and fharin 

in the fruits of their induſtry ; he 
in St. Paul's judgment, ſhould be de. 
barred of food, for. 7his ( faith the 
Holy Apoſtle) we commanded you, that 
if any man would not work, neither 


Sold be ow. © * © 


6 
Such an one in the body of men, 
what is he but an unnatural excre- 
{cence, ſucking nutriment from it, 
without yielding ornament or uſe? 
what is he but a wen deforming and 
encombring the body , or a canker 
inteſting and corrupting it ? | 
" Asno man ( at leaſt with decen- 
cy, convenience and comfort) can 
live in the World, without being 
obliged to divers other men for their 
help in providing accommodations 
for him, ' ſo juſtice and ingenuity 
(corroborated by divine ſanctions) 
do require of him, that in commuts- 
tion he, one way or other, ſhould 
undertake ſome pains redounding to 
the benefit of others. 32 
| 90 
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So hath the great Authour of 
Order diſtributed the ranks and offi- 
ces of men in order to mutual be- 
nefit and comfort ; that one man 


ſhould plow, another threſh , ano-' 


ther grind, another labour at the 
forge, another knit or weave ; ano- 
ther ſail, another trade, another 1yu- 
praviſe all theſe, labouring to keep 
them all in order and peace ; that 
one ſhould work with his hands 
and feet, another with his head 
and tongue ; all conſpiring to one 
common end, the weltare of the 
whole, and the-lupply of what is 
uſefull to each particular member ; 
Every man fo reciprocally obliging 
and being obliged ; the Prince be- 
ing obliged to the Husbandman tor 
his bread, to the Weaver for lus 
cloaths, to the Maſon for his palace, 
to the Smith for his ſword ; thoſe 
being all obliged to him for his vi- 
gilant care in protecting them ; for 
their ſecurity in purſuing the work, 
and enjoying the. fruit of their in- 
duſtry. 

I 4 So 
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So every man hath a calling, and 
proper buſineſs ; whereto that in- 
duſtry is required, I need not much 
to prove, the thing it ſelf in reaſon 
and experience being ſo clearly evi- 
dent ; for what buſine(s can be well 
diſpatched, what {ſucceſs can be ex- 
pectcd to any undertaking, in what 
calling can any man thrive without 
induſtry 2 what buſineſs 1s there that 
will go on of it ſelf, or proceed to 
any good iſſue, if we do not care- 
fully look to it, ſteadily hold it in 
its courſe, conſtantly puſh and drive 
it forward? Tt 1s true as 1n nature, 
ſo in all affairs, Nihil movet nov 
motum, nothing moveth without be- 
ing moved. 

Our own intereſt ſhould move 
us to be induſtrious in our calling, 
that we may obtain the good et- 
tects, of being ſo in a comfortable 
and creditable ſubſiſtence ; rhat we 
may not ſuffer the damages and 
wants, the diſappointments and dif- 
graces enſuing on ſloth ; but the 
chiet motive ſhould be from piety 


and 
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ind conſcience ; for that it is a duty 
which we owe to God. For God 
having placed us in our ſtation ; 
he having apportioned to us eur 
task, we being in tranſaQtion of our 
buſineſs his ſervants, we do owe to 
him that neceſſary property of good 
frvants, without which fidelity 
cannot ſubſiſt ; for how can he be 
looked on as a faithfull ſervant, who 
doth not effetually perform the 
work charged on him? or diligent- 
ly execute the orders of his Ma- 
ſter 2 - 

St. Paul doth injoin ſervants, that 


Maſters, with conſcientious regard 
to God, as therein performing ler- 
vice to God, and expecting recom- 
pence from him; And of Princes 
he faith, that they in diſpenſation 
of juſtice, enaQting Laws, impoſing 
Taxes, and all political adminiſtra- 


1eerecavrec, attending conſtantly upon 
this very thing : And if theſe ex- 


all 


r Cor. 4. 2. 


they ſhould 2» al things obey their Col. 3. 22, 
Eph. 6. 5. 

1 Cor. 7. 22, 
23. 


tions, are the Miniſters of God, me 99= Rom. 13. 6. 


tremes, the higheſt and loweſt of 
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Eph. 3. 15. 


all vocations, are ſervices of God, 
if the higheſt upon that ſcore he 
tied to ſo much diligence, then ſure. 
ly all middle places, upon the fame 
accompt of conſcience toward God, 
do exact no leſs. 

If he that hath one talent, and 
he that hath ten muſt both improve 
them for God's intereſt, then he 
that hath two, or three, or more, is 
obliged to the fame duty proportio- 
nably. 

Every one ſhould conſider the 
World as the family of that gre 
Pater-familias ( of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named) 
and himſelf as an officer or ſervant 
therein, by God's will and deſigns- 
tion conſtituted in that employ 
ment, into which providence hath 
caſt him; to confer in his order 
and way ſomewhat toward a pro 
viſion for the maintenance of him- 


. felf,, and of his fellow-ſervants. Of 


2 ſuperiour officer our Lord faith, 


Matth. 24.45. Who ts that faithful and wiſe ſervant, 
Luke 12. 42, whom hs Lord hath made ruler over 


his 


—— 
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bs houſehold, to give them their meat 
in due ſeaſon > to the greateſt men 
are as ſtewards, treaſurers, control- 
ers, or pourveyers ; the reſt are in- 
feriour ſervants, in their proper rank 
and capacity. 

And he that with diligence per- 
formeth his reſpective duty (be it 
high and honourable, or mean and 
contemptible in outward appear- 
ance) will pleaſe God, as keeping 
good order, and as being, uſefull to 
tus ſervice ; ſo that upon the rec- 


done good aud faithful ſervant, thou 
haſt been faithfull over a few things ; 


things ; enter thou into the jo y of thy 
Lord. But he that doeth otherwiſe 
(behaving himſelf careleſly, or ſlug- 
gihly in his buſineſs) will offend 
God, as committing diſorder, and 
as being unprofitable ; 

He committeth diſorder accord- 
there are ſome, which walk among you 
diſorderly, not working at all. His 

| ſentence 


koning God will lay to him, Well 1 Cor. 14. 33- 


I will make thee ruler over many Matt.25.21-. 


ing to that of St. Paul, We hear 2 Theſf 3. 17. 


[ 
44104 


EE EEIE— att cr. —<—_ 


S__ cr 


a 


ES Ex 


124 Of Induſtry in our / 

ſentence and doom will be, accord. 

Matt. 25. 26-- ing to our Lord, O thou wicked and 

we: Nlothfull ſervant — Caſt the unprofita- 
ble ſervant into utter darkneſs; which 
words are ſpoken in relation to one, 
who being a flatterer or ſluggard in 
his calling did not improve the ſpe- 
cial talent entruſted with him for 
God's ſervice. 

In fine, if we are conſcientiouſly 
induſtrious in our vocation, we ſhall 
aſluredly find the bleſſing of Got 
thereon ; and that he thereby wil 
convey good ſucceſs, comfort, com: 
pctent wealth, a fair reputation, all 
deſirable good unto us ; for as al 
theſe things are promiſed to indu- 
{try, ſo the promiſe eſpecially doth 
belong to that induſtry, which a 


i courſe of ation in his own way ; 
K or rather in God's way, wherein 
Wh divine providence hath ſet him. 
A An irregular or impertinent [ 
boriouſneſs, out of a man's calling 
or ſphere ; a being diligent in other 
mens affairs, invading their _ 
ay 


man doth exerciſe in an orderly 
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(as if I a Prieſt will be trading, a 
Layman preaching) may nor claim 
the benefit of thoſe promiſes, or 


Ithe bleſſings of induſtry ; But a 


Husbandman, who (with conſcien- 
tious regard to God, and confidence 
in him ) is painfull in tilling his 


Merchant who ( upon the ſame prin- 
ciple, with the like diſpoſition ) 
arneſtly followeth his trade, may 


markets ; a Prince carefully mind- 
ing his affairs may look for peace 
and proſperity to his countrey ; a 
Scholar ſtudying hard may be well 
aſſured of getting knowledge, and 
finding truth ; all who with honeſt 
diligence conſtantly do purſue their 
buſineſs may confidently and chear- 
fully hope to reap the advantages 
ſutable to it from the favourable 
bleſſing of God. So that we have 
all reaſon to obſerve the Apoſtle's 
precept, not to be ſlothfull in buſt- 


neſs, 


I ſhould 


13. IL. 


— 


ground, may expect a good crop; A Prov. 21. 13. 


hope for ſafe voyages and good Prov- 10. 4- 
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I ſhould apply this dodtine ty 
our own caſe, urging its practice 
by conſiderations peculiar to our 
vocation ; but having already paſkd ] 
the bounds of time, I reſerve the 
doing it to another opportunity, 
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: Theſſ.5. 23, Now the God of peace ſandtifie you 
Heb. 13. 20. wholly, and make you perfett in every 
good work to doe his will ; working in 
you that which is well-pleaſing in hi ( 
fight ; through our Bleſſed Saviour | \ 
Feſus Chriſt; to whom for ever be 
all glory and praiſe. Ames. 
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ROM. XII. 11. 
Not ſlothfull in buſmeſs. 


Have largely treated upon the 
duty recommended in this pre- 
cept, and urged the obſervance 
of it in general, at a diſtance ; I 1 
now intend more particularly and WI 
cloſely to apply it, in reference to BY: 
thoſe perſons, who ſeem more eſpe- | : BI 
cially obliged to it, and whoſe ob- '* - 
krving it may prove of greateſt by | j 
conſe» "1 IT 
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— 


conſequence to publick good ; the 
which application may alſo be moſt 
ſutable and profitable to this audi. 
ence; thoſe perſons are of ty 
ſorts ; the one Gentlemen, the other 
Scholars. 


f. The Firſt place, as civility 
demandeth, we aſlign to Gentlemen, 
or perſons of eminent rank in the 
World, well allied, graced with ho 
nour, and turniſhed with wealth; 
the which ſort of perſons I conceive 
in a high degree obliged to exercik 
induſtry in buſinels. 

This at firſt hearing may ſeem a 
little paradoxical and ſtrange ; for 
who have leſs buſineſs than Gentle 
men, who do need leſs induſtry, 
than they 2 He that hath a fair eſtate, 
and can live on us means, what hath 
he to doe, what labour or troubl: 
can be exacted of him ; what hath 
he to think on, or trouble his head 
with , but how to invent recreati 
ons and paſtimes to divert himſell, 
and ſpend his waſt leiſure pleaſant 


Iy? 


a 
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ly > why ſhould not he be allowed 
to enjoy himſelf, and the benefits, 


I which nature or fortune have freely 


diſpenced to him, as he thinketh 
beſt, without offence 2 why may he 
not ſay with the rich man in the 


wp for many years ; take thine eaſe, 
eat, drink and be merry 2 Is it not 


that a man ſhould make his ſoul to en- 
joy good in a chearfull and comfor- 
table fruition of his eſtate? Accor- 
ding to the paſſable notion and de- 
fnition, What is a Gentleman but his 
pleaſare ? 

[f this be true, if a Gentleman be 
nothing elſe but this ; then truly he 
is a fad piece, the moſt inconſidera- 
ble, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt 
pitifull and wretched Creature in 
the World : If it is his privilege to 
doe nothing, it 1s his privilege to 
be moſt unhappy ; and to be fo will 


it ; for he that is of no worth or 
K ule, 


be his fate, if he live according to: 


Goſpel, Soul thou haſt much goods laid xe 1.. ig. 


often ſaid by the Wiſeman, that there oy hs 


Is nothing better under the ſun, thai g. \; 


—— 
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uſe, who produceth no beneficial 
fruit, who performeth no {ſervice 
to God, or to the World, what t- 
tle can he have to happineſs, what 
capacity thereof 2 what reward car 
he claim, what comfort cari he 
feel? to what temptations 1s he ex 
poſed, what guilts will he it 
Cur ? 

But in truth it is far otherwiſe; 
to ſuppoſe that a Gentleman is looſe 
from buſineſs is a great miſtake; 
for indeed no man hath more to 
doe, no man lieth under greater en- 
gagements to induſtry than he. 

He is deeply obliged to be con- 
tinually buſie in more ways than 
other men who have but one fim- 
ple calling or occupation allotted to 
them ; and that upon a triple ac- 
compt ; in reſpect to God, to the 
World, and to himſelf. 

1. He is firſt obliged to conti- 
nual employment in reſpe&t to 
God. 

He out of a gratefull regard to 


divine bounty for the eminency of 


his 


»*. 
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his ſtation, adorned with dignity 
and repute, for the plentifull ac- 
commodations and comforts of his 
life, for his exemption from thoſe 


pinching wants, thoſe meaner cares, 
thole ſordid entertainments, and 
thoſe toilſome drudgeries, to which 
other men are ſubject, 1s bound to 
be more diligent in Gods {ervice , 
employing all the advantages of his 
ſlate to the glory of his munificent 
tkenefatour, to whole good provi- 
&nce alone he doth owe them ; for 
pho maketh him to differ from ano- * ©. 4 7. 
ther? and what hath he that he did 
wt recezve from God's free bounty ? 
In proportion to the bulk of his 
fortune his heart ſhould be enlarged 
with a thatikfull ſenſe of God's 
goodneſs to him ; his mouth ſhould 
ever be filled with acknowledgment 
and praiſe, he ſhould always be 
ready to expreſs his gratefull reſent- 
ment of fo great and peculiar obli- 
ations. 
He thould dedicate larger portions 
of that free leiſure, which God hath 
K 2 granted 


it ] i! 
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Pſal. 71. 21-- 


Pal. 30. 7-- 


Pal. 31. 8. 
Pal. 23. 5. 
Pfal: 3o. 12. 


Plal. 16. 5. 


granted to him, in waiting upon 
God, and conſtant performances of 
devotion. 
He in trequently-refleCting on the 
particular ample tavours of God to 
him ſhould imitate the holy P/almif, 
that illuſtrious pattern of great and 
fortunate men ; ſaying after him, 
with his ſpirit, and diſpoſition of 
foul; Thou haſt brought me to great 
honour, and comforted me on ever 
fide, therefore will T praiſe thee an 
thy faithfulneſs, O God. 
Lord, by thy favour thou haſt mai: 
my mountain to ſtand ſtrong : Thu 
haſt ſet my feet in a large room : Thu 
prepareſt a table before me ;— thu 
anointeſt my head with oil, my 
runneth over ; — to the end that « 
lory may ſing praiſe unto thee, ay 
— 4% 7 he Lord is the pur 
tion of mine inheritance, and of m 
cup ; thou maintaineſt my lot ; The 
lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant 
places, yea T have a goodly heritage; 
therefore 7 will bleſs the Lord. 
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particular Calling, as Gentlemen. 
In conceiving ſuch meditations 
his head and his heart ſhould con- 

ſtantly be employed; as alſo in 
contriving ways of declaring and 
diſcharging real gratitude; asking 

himſelt, What ſhall 7 render unto the pgy, ug. 
Lord for all his benefits 2 What ſhall 
I render to him, not onely as a man 
for all the gifts of nature, as a Chri- 
ſtian for all the bleſſings of grace , 
but as a Gentleman alſo, for the ma- 
ny advantages of this my conditi- 
on, beyond ſo many of my bre- 
thren, by ſpecial providence indul- 
ged to me? 

He hath all the common dutics 
of piety, of charity, of fobriety to 
diſcharge with fidelity ; for being a 
Gentleman doth not exempt him 
trom being a Chriſtian , but rather 
more ſtrictly doth engage him to 
be ſuch in a higher degree than 0- 
thers ; It is an obligation peculiarly 
incumbent on him , in return for 
God's peculiar favours,to pay God all 
due obedience, and to exerciſe him- 
{ef in all good works; diſobedience 
K 3 being 
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being a more heinous crime 1n him 
than in others, who have not ſuch 
encouragements to ſerve God. 

His obedience may be inculcated 

by thoſe arguments which FJoſbu 

1 Sam. 12, 24. and Samzel did uſe in prefling it on 
the /ſraelites; Onely ( ſaid Samuel) 

fear the Lord and ſerve him in truth, 

for conſider how great things God hath 

done for you ; and, I have given you 

Joſh. 24. 13, (faith God by Foſhra ) a land fu 
which ye aid not labour ; and citie 
which ye built not , and ye dwell i 

them; Of the vineyards and oli: 

yards which ye planted not , do yt 

eat; Now therefore fear the Lord, 

aud ſerve him in ſincerity and is 

truth. 1 

His diſobedience may be aggrava- 

Neh. 9. 25--- ted, as Nehemiah did that of the [| 
by 63.9; raclites, They took ſtrong cities, aud 
Fer. 2.79. # fat land, and poſſeſſed houſes full q 
yo 16. 7-- all goods, wells digged , wineyards 
> Gm. 12. 9. and oltve-yards, and fruit-trees in a- 
1 King. 16--) bundance ; ſo they did eat and were 
- filled, and became fat ; and delighted 
' themſelves in thy great goodneſs ; ne- 
| vertkeleſs 


n hin 
t ſuch 


lcated 
Foſhu 
'It on 
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fruth, 
' hath 
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vertheleſs they were diſobedient and 
rebelled againſt thee, and caſt thy 
law behind their backs — they have 
not ſerved thee in their kingdom, and 
in thy great goodneſs, which thou ga- 
veſt them ; neither turned they from 
their wicked works. 

A Gentleman hath more talents 
committed to him, and conlequent- 
ly more employment required of 
him ; If a ruſtick Labourer , or a 
mechanick Artiſan hath one talent, a 
Gentleman hath ten ; He hath innate 
vigour of ſpirit, and height of cou- 
rage fortified by uſe, he hath ac- 
compliſhment and refinement of 
parts by liberal education, he hath 
the ſuccours of parentage, alliance 
and friendſhip ; he hath wealth, he x. 9. 26. 
hath honour, he hath power and Marr. 25. 25. 
authority, he hath command of time lonYyaday : 
and leiſure ; he hath ſo many preti- Luk. r9. 13. 
ous and uſefull talents entruſted to 'Eru05dz. 
him, not to be wrapped up in a nap- = 


Marr. 25. 27-. 
tin, or hidden under ground ; nor to Marr. 25. 14. 
be ſquandred away in private fatiſ> 11477 7 
factions; but for negotiation, to be CET 
K 4 put 
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Luke 12. 42. 


KgerTud. 


put out to uſe, to be improved in the 
moſt advantageous way to God's 
{ervice : Every talent doth require 
a particular care and pains to man- 
age it well. 

He particularly is God's Steward, 
entruſted with God's ſubſtance, for 
the ſuſtenance and ſupply of God's 
tamily ; to relieve his fellow-ſer- 
vants in their need, upon ſeaſonable 
occaſions, by hoſpitality, mercy and 
charitable beneficence ; according 
to that intimation of our Lord, Who 
is that faithfull aud wiſe ſteward , 
whom his Lord ſhall make ruler f 
bis houſhold, to give them their por- 
tion aud meat in due ſeaſon 2 and ac- 
cording to thoſe Apoſtolical pre- 
cepts, As every one hath received a 


x Per. 4. 10. gift (| or ſpecial favour, ) even ſo 


miniſter the ſame to ane another , as 
good ſtewards of the manifold grace 
of God ; and, Charge the rich in this 


: Tim.6. 17... world, --that they do good, that they 


be rich in good works , ready to diſ- 
tribute, willing to communicate. 


And 
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And he that is obliged to purvey 
for ſo many , and ſo to abound in 
good works, how can he want buſi- 
neſs? how can he pretend to a Writ 
of eaſe ? 

Surely that Gentleman is very 
blind, and very barren of invention, 
who is to ſeek for work fit for him, 
or cannot eaſily diſcern many em- 
ployments belonging to him, of 
great concern and conſequence. 

It is eaſie to prompt and ſhew 
him many buſineſſes indiſpenſably 
belonging to him, as ſuch. 

It is his buſineſs to miniſter re- 
lief to his poor neighbours in their 
wants and diſtreſles by his wealth. 
It is his buſineſs to direct and adviſe 
the ignorant, to comfort the afflic- 
ted, to reclaim the wicked, and en- 
courage the good by his wiſedom. 
It is his buſineſs to protect the 
weak, to reſcue the oppreſled , to 
caſe thoſe who grone under heavy 
burthens by his power ; to be ſuch 
a Gentleman and ſo employed as Job 


was ; who did not eat his morſe! a- Job 31.17. 
ED lone 
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Job 31. 16, 


19, 


29. 12. 


r Pet. 4.9. 
Heb. 13. 2. 
Rom. 12. 13. 
Gen. 18. 1. 


I9. I. 


lone, ſo that the fatherleſs did not eat 
thereof ; who did not withhold the 
poor from their defire, or cauſe the 
eyes of the widow to fail ; who dil 
not ſee any periſh for want of elothing, 
or any poor without covering ; who 
delivered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherleſs, and him that had none t1 
help him. 

[t is his buſineſs to be hoſpitable, 
kind and helpfull to ſtrangers ; fol- 
lowing thoſe noble Gentlemen, 4 
braham and Lot, who were fo ready 
to invite and entertain ſtrangers 
with bountifull courteſie. 

It is his buſineſs to maintain peace, 
and appeaſe diſſentions among his 
neighbours, interpoſing his counſz| 
and authority in order thereto; 
whereto he hath that brave Gentle 
man Moſes recommended for his 
pattern. 

It is his buſineſs to promote the 


© welfare and proſperity of his Coun- 


{Jud. 5.9.) 


trey with his beſt endeavours, and 
by all his intereſt ; in which prac- 
tice the ſacred Hiſtory doth pro- 

pound 
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und divers gallant Gentlemen 
(Foſeph, Moſes, Samuel, Nehemiah, 
Daniel, Mordecay, and all fuch re- 
howned Patriots) to guide him. 


It is his buſineſs to govern his fa- Joſh. 24. 15: 


ſal.101. 


mily well; to educate his children 
in piety and vertue ; to keep his ſer- 
vants in good order. 

It is his buſineſs to look to his e- 
ſtate, and to keep it from waſting ; 
that he may fuftain the repute of 
his perſon and quality with decen- 
cy ; that he may be furniſhed with 
ability to doe good, may provide 
well for his family, may be hoſpita- 
ble, may have wherewith to help 
his brethren ; for if, according to 
St. Paul's injunCtion, a man ſhould 


work with his own hands, that he may Memd\Hver. 
have ſomewhat to impart to him that Eph. 4. 28. 


weedeth ; then muſt he that hath an 
eſtate, be carefull to preſcrve it, for 
the ſame good purpoſe, 

It is his buſineſs to cultivate his 
mind with knowledge , with gene- 
rous diſpoſitions, with all worthy 
accompliſhments befitting his condi- 
| tion, 


140 


Of Induſtry in our 


Arduz nam 
res eft opibus 
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tion, and qualifying him for honou- 
rable action ; ſo rhat he may excell, 
and bear himſelf above the vulgar le- 
vel noleſs in real inward worth, than 
in exteriour garb ; that he be not a 
Gentleman merely in name or ſhe, 

It is his buſineſs ( and that no 
ſlight and cafie buſineſs ) to eſchew 
the vices, to check the paſlions, to 
withſtand the temptations, to which 
his condition is liable ; taking heed, 
that his wealth, honour and power 
do not betray him unto pride, inſo- 
lence, or contempt of his poorer 
brethren ; unto injuſtice, or opprel- 
ſion ; unto luxury, and riotous ex- 
ceſs ; unto ſloth, ſtupidity, forget- 
fulneſs of God, and irreligious pro- 
fancneſs. 

It is a buſineſs eſpecially incum- 
bent on him to be carefull of his 
ways, that they may have good in- 
fluence on others, who are apt tg 
look upon him as their guide and 
pattern. 

He ſhould labour and ſtudy to be 
2 leader unto vertue, and a notable 
prov 
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promoter thereof ; direCting and ex- 
citing men thereto by his exempla- 
ry converſation ; encouraging them 
by his countenance and authority ; 
rewarding the goodneſs of meaner 
people by his bounty and favour : 
He ſhould be ſuch a Gentleman as 
Noah, who preached righteouſneſs by 
his words and works before a pro- 
fane World. 

Such particular aftairs hath every 
perſon of quality, credit, wealth 
and intereſt , allotted to him by 
God, and laid on him as duties ; the 
which to diſcharge faithfully will 
enough employ a man, and doth re- 
quire induſtry , much care, much 
pains, excluding ſloth and negli- 
gence: ſo that it is impoſſible for a 
ſluggard to be a worthy Gentleman, 
vertuouſly diſpoſed, a charitable 
neighbour, a good patriot, a good 
husband of his eſtate ; any thing of 
that, to which God, by ſetting him 
in ſuch a ſtation, doth call him. 

Thus is a Gentleman obliged to 
induſtry in reſpect of God, who juſt 
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| ly doth exact thoſe labours of piety, 


charity, and all vertue from him, 
Farther, | 

2. He hath alſo obligations to 
mankind, demanding induftry from 
him, upon accompts of common 
humanity, equity and ingenuity, 

or, 

How can he fairly ſubſiſt uport 
the common induſtry of mankind 
without bearing a ſhare thereof ? 
how can he well fatisfie himſelf to 
dwell ſtarelily, to feed daintily, to 
be finely clad, to maintain a pom- 
pous retinue merely upon the {weat 
and toil of others, without himſelf 
rendring a compenſation, or making 
ſome competent returns of care and 
pain, redounding to the good of his 
neighbour ? 

How can he juſtly claim, or reas 
ſonably expe from the World the 
reſpect agreeable to his rank, if he 
doth not by worthy performances 
conduce to the benefit of it 2 can 
men be obliged to regard thoſe, from 
whom they receive no good ? 

[ 
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If no Gentleman be tyed to ſerve 
the publick, or to yield help in ſu- 
ſtaining the common burthens, and 
ſupplying the needs of mankind , 
then is the whole order merely a 
burthen and an offence to the World ; 
a race of drones, a pack of ciphers 
in the commonwealth, ſtanding for 
nothing, deſerving no conſideration 
or regard : And it any are bound, 
then all are; for why ſhould the 
whole burthen lie on ſome, while 0- 
thers are exempted ? 

It is indeed {uppoſed, that all are 
bound thereto , ſeeing that all have 
recompences publickly allowed to 
them upon ſuch conſideration ; di- 
vers reſpes and privileges peculiar 
to the order , grounded upon this 
ſuppoſition, that they deſerve ſuch 
advantages by conferring notable 
benefit to the publick ; the which 
indeed it were an arrogance to ſeek, 
and an iniquity to accept for doing 
nothing. 

It is an unſufterable pride for any 


to 


man to pretend or conceit himſelt 
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to differ ſo much from his brethren, 
that he may be allowed to live in 
eaſe and ſloth, while the reſt of man- 
kind are ſubject to continual toil and 
trouble. Moreover, 

3. A Gentleman is bound to be 
induſtrious for-his own ſake ; it is a 
duty which he oweth to himſelf, to 
his honour, to his intereſt, to his wel- 
fare. He cannot without induſtry 
continue like himſelf, or maintain 
the honour and repute becoming his 
quality and ſtate ; or ſecure himſelf 
from contempt and diſgrace ; for to 
be honourable and ſlothfull are 
things inconſiſtent ; ſeeing honour 
doth not grow, nor can {ubſiſt with- 
out undertaking worthy deſigns, 
conſtantly purſuing them, and hap- 
pily atchieving them ; it 1s the fruit 
and reward of ſuch ations, which 
are not performed with eaſc. 

External reſpe&, and ſemblance 
of honour, for the ſake of publick 
order, may be due to an exteriour 
rank, or title ; but to pay this 1s not 
to honour the perſon, but his title 
becaule 
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becauſe it is ſuppoſed that men of 
real worth and uſe do bear it; or 
leſt by refuſing it to one, the 
whole order may ſcem diſreſpetted ; 
but yet true honour or mental e- 
ſteem is not due upon ſuch ac- 
compts ; nor 1s it poſſible to render 
it unto any perſon, who doth not 
by worthy qualities, and good deeds 
appear to merit 1t. 

Nor can a Gentleman without in- 
duſtry uphold his real intereſts a- 
gainſt the attempts of envy, of trea- 
chery, of flattery, of {ycopiantry, of 
avarice; to which his condition 1s 
obnoxious ; to preſerve his wealth 
and eſtate, which are the {upports 
of his quality, he muſt endure care 
and pains; otherwiſe he will by 
greedy harpyes and crafty Jurchers 
be rifled or cozened of his ſubſtance ; 
it will of it ſelf go to wreck, and be 
imbezill'd by negligence. 

He cannotwithout induſtry guard 
his perſonal weltare from manifold 
inconveniences, moleſtations and 
miſchiefs; Idleneſs it felt will be 

L very 
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very troubleſome and irkſome to 
him. His time will lie upon his 
hands, as a peſtring encumbrance, 
His mind will be infeſted with vari- 
ous diſtractions and diſtempers ; 
vain and fad thoughts, foul Juſts, 
and unquiet paſſions will ſpring up 
therein, as weeds in a neglected fall, 
His body will languiſh, and become 
deſtitute of health, of vigour, of 
aRtivity, for want of due exerciſe, 
All the miſchiefs which naturally 
do ſpring from ſloth and ſtupidity 
will ſeiſe upon him. 

4. Thus upon various accompts 
a Gentleman is engaged to buſineſs, 
and concerned to exerciſe induſtry 
therein ; we may add, that indeed 
the very nature of gentility, or the 
true notion of a Gentleman doth 
imply ſo much. 

For what, I pray, is a Gentle 
man, what properties hath he, what 
qualities are characteriſtical or pe- 
culiar to him, whereby he is diſtin- 
ouiſhed from others, and raiſed a- 
bove the vulgar? are they not eſpe 

cially 
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crally two, Courage and -Courteſie 2 
which he that wanteth is not other- 
wiſe than equivocally a Gentleman, 
as an Image or a Carkaſe is a Man ; 
without which gentility in a conſpi- 
cuous degree is no more than a vain 
ſhew or an empty name: And theſe 
plainly do involve induſtry, do ex- 
clude ſlothfulneſs ; for Courage doth 
prompt boldly to undertake, and re- 
ſolutely to diſpatch great enterpriſes, 
and employments of difficulty ; It is 
fot ſeen ina flaunting garb, or ſtrut- 
uns deportment ; not in heQtorly, 
rufftan-like ſwaggering or hufhng ; 
hot in high looks, or big words ; 
but in ſtout and gallant deeds, em- 
ploying vigour of mind and heart 
to atcheive them ; - how can a man 


otherwiſe approve himſelf for cou- 


rageous, than by fignalizthg himſelf 
in ſuch a way ? & 

And for Courtefie, kvw otherwiſe 
can it be well diſplayed, than in 


ſedulous aQtivity for the good of 
men ? It furely doth not conſiſt in 


modiſh forms of addreſs or comple- 
L 2 men- 
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mental expreſſions, or hollow pro- 
feſſions ( commonly void of mean- 
ing, or of fincerity ; ) but in real 
performances of beneficence, when 
occaſion doth invite, and in wait- 
ing for opportunities to doe good ; 
the which practice 1s accompanied 
with ſome care and pain, adding a 
price to it ; for an ecaſfie courtelie is 
therefore ſmall becauſe eaſie, and 
may be deemed to proceed rather 
from ordinary humanity, than from 
gentile diſpoſition; ſo that in fine 
he alone doth appear truely a Gen- 
tleman, who hath the heart to un- 
dergo hard tasks for publick good, 
and willingly taketh pairis to oblige 
his neighbours and friends. = 

5. The work indeed of Gentle- 
men is not ſo groſs, but it may be 
as {mart and painfull as any other. 
For ail hard work 1s not manual; 
there are other inſtruments of aQti- 
on beſide the plow, the ſpade, the 
hammer, the ſhuttle ; nor doth e- 
very work produce {weat, and viſt 
ble tiring of body ; the head may 


work 
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work hard in contrivance of good 
deſigns, the tongue may be very 
active in diſpenſing advice, perſua- 
fon, comfort, and edification in ver- 
tue; A man may beſtir himſelf in 
going about to doe good; thele are 
works employing the cleanly indu- 
ſiry of a Gentleman. 

6. In ſuch works it was, that the 
trueſt and greateſt pattern of gen- 
tility that ever was did employ 
himſelf : who was that 2 Even our 
Lord himſelf ; for he had no parti- 
cular trade, or profeſſion ; no man 
can be more looſe from any en- 
gagement to the World than he 
was ; no man had leſs need of bu- 
ſineſs, or pains-taking than he ; for 
he had a vaſt eſtate, being heir of 
all things, all the World being at his 
diſpoſal, yea infinitely more, it be- 
ing in his power with a word to 
create whatever he would to ſerve 
his need, or fatisfie his pleaſure ; 
Omnipotency being his treaſure and 
fupply ; He had a retinue of Angels 
to wait on him, and miniſter to 
L 3 him ; 
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him ; whatever ſufficiency any man 
can fanſie ro himſelf to diſpenſe 
with his taking pains, that had he 
in a far higher degree ; Yet did he 
find work tor himlelf, and continu» 
ally was employed in performing 
ſervice to God, and imparting be- 
nefits to men; nor was ever indu- 
ſtry exerciſed upon Earth compara- 
ble to his. 

Gentlemen therefore would doe 
well to make him the pattern of 
their life, to whoſe induſtry they 
muſt be beholden for their ſalva- 
tion: in order whereto we recom- 
mend them to his grace. 
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Not ſlothfull in buſineſs. 


Proceed to the other ſort of 
perſons, whom we did pro- 
pound, namely 


Il. Scholars, and that on them 
particularly great engagements do 
lie to be induſtrious, is moſt evi- 
dent, from various conſiderations. 
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The nature and deſign of this 
calling doth ſuppoſe induſtry ; the 
matter, and extent of it doth require 
induſtry ; the worth of it doth high- 
ly deſerve induſtry. We are in ſpe- 
cial gratitude to God, in charity to 
men, in due regard to our ſelves 
bound unto it. 

r. Firſt, I fay, the nature and de- 
ſign of our calling doth ſuppoſe in- 
duſtry: There # ( faith the divine 
Preacher) a man, whoſe labour is in 
wiſedom, in knowledge, and in equity ; 
Such men are Scholars ; ſo that we 
are indeed no Scholars, but abſurd 
uſurpers of the name, if we are not 
laborious ; for what is a Scholar, 
but one who retireth his perſon, and 
avocateth his mind from other oc- 
cupations, and worldly entertain- 
ments, that he may 49A2Zeav, vacare 
fludiis, employ his mind and lei- 
{ure on {ſtudy and learning, in the 
ſearch of truth, the queſt of know- 
ledge, the improvement of his rea- 
{on. Wherefore an idle Scholar, a 
lazy ſtudent, 2 ſluggiſh man of learn- 
10g 15 nonicnſe, = What 
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What is learning but a diligent 
attendance to inſtruction of Ma- 
ſters, skilled in any knowledge, and 
conveying their notions to us in 
word or writing ? 

What is ſtudy, but an earneſt, 
ſteady, perſevering application of 
mind to ſome matter, on which we 
fix our thoughts, with intent to lec 
through it; what in Solomon's lan- 
guage are theſe Scholaſtic occupa- 
tions, but znclining the ear, and ap- 
plying our heart to underſtanding : 2 
than which commonly there 1s no- 
thing more laborious, more ſtrain- 
ing nature, and more tiring our ſpi- 
rits ; whence it is well compared 
ta the moſt painfull exerciſes of 
body and ſoul. 

The Wiſe-man adviſing men to 
ſeek wifedom, the which is the pro- 
per deſign of our calling, doth in- 
timate that work to be like digging 
in the mines for ſilver, and like 
ſcarching all about for concealed 
treaſyre ; than which there can 


hardly be any more difficult and 


paintull 
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Prov. 8. 34 


painfull task, Jf (faith he) zhoy 
ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt for 
her as for hid treaſures, then ſhalt 
thou underſtand --— Otherwhere he 
compareth the ſame work to aſlidu- 
ous watching and waiting, like that 
of a guard or a client, which are 
the greateſt inſtances of diligence, 
Bleſſed (faith he; or wiledom by 
him faith, bleſſed ) #s the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at the poſts of my 
doors. 


Wherefore if we will approve 


our ſelves to be what we are called, 
and what we pretend to be, if we 
will avoid being Impoſtours, aſſu- 
ming a name not due to us, we 
muſt not be ſlothfull. © Farther, 

2. The matter and extent of our 
bufineſs doth require induſtry from 
us : the matter of it, which 1s truth 
and knowledge ; the extent, which 
15 very large and comprehenſive, 


taking 1n all truth, all knowledge; 


worthy our ſtudy, and uſefull tor 
the deſigns of it. 
- Our 
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Our buſineſs is to find truth ; 
the which (even in matters of high 
importance) is not eaſily to be di(- 
covered ; being (as a vain of ſilver, 
encompaſſed with earth, and mixed 
with droſs) deeply laid in the ob- 
ſcurity of things, wrapt up in falſe 
appearances, entangled with objeCti- 
ons, and perplexed with debates ; 
being therefore not readily diſcove- 
rable ; eſpecially by minds clouded 
with prejudices, luſts, paſſions, par- 
tial affections, appetites of honour 
and intereſt ; whence to deſcry it 
requireth the moſt curious obſerva- 
tion , and ſolicitous circumſpettion 
that can be ; together with great 
pains in the preparation and purga- 
tion of our minds toward the in- 
quiry of it. 

Our bufineſs is to attain know- 
ledge, not concerning obvious and 
vulgar matters, but abour ſublime, 
abſtruſe, intricate and knotty ſub- 


| jets, remote from common obſer- 


vation and ſenſe ; to get ſure and 
exact notions about which will ed 
ene 


156 


Of Induſtry in our 


— 


the beſt forces of our mind with 
their utmoſt endeavours ; in firmly 
{etling principles, in ſtriAtly dedy- 
cing conſequences, in orderly di- 
geſting concluſions, in faithfully re- 
raining what we learn by our con- 
templation and ſtudy. 

And if to get a competent know- 
ledge about a few things, or to be 
reaſonably skiſtull in 'any ſort of 
learning, be difficult, how much in- 
duſtry doth it require to be well 
ſeen in many, or to have waded 
through the vaſt compaſs of learn- 
ing, in no part whereof a Scholar 
may conveniently or handſomely 
be ignorant ; ſeeing there is ſuch a 
connexion of things, and depen- 


dence of notions, that one part of 


learning doth confer light to ano- 
ther, that a man can hardly well un- 


derſtand any thing without know- - 


ing divers other things; that he will 


be a lame Scholar, who hath not an 


inſight into many kinds of know- 
ledge, that he can hardly be a good 
Scholar, who is not a general one. 

To 


NS commands 


an_— 


particular Calling, as Scholars. 


—_—  —— 


To underſtand fo many Langua- 
ges (which are the ſhells of know- 
ledge, ) to comprehend ſo many 
Sciences (full of various theoremes 
and problemes) to peruſe ſo many 
Hiſtories ( of ancient and modern 
times;) to know the World, both 
natural and humane ; to be ac- 
quainted with the various inventi- 
ons, inquiries, opinions and contro= 
verſies of learned men; to sk1i!! the 
arts of expreſſing our mind, - and 
imparting our conceptions with ad- 
vantage, fo as to inſtru or per- 
ſuade others ; theſe are works in- 
deed, which will excrciſe and fſirain 
all our faculties ( our reaſon, our 
fancy, our memory ) in painjull 
muy. _- | 

The knowledge of ſuch things 1s 
not innate to\us ; it doth not of 
it ſelf ſpring up in our minds; it 
is not any-wiſe/incident by chance, 
or infuſed by grace ( except rarely 
by miracle ; ) common obſervation 
doth not produce it ; it cannot be 


purchaſed at any -rate, except by 
that, 
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1 Kings 4. 20. 
25. IO. 27. 

1 Kings 4. 2 !-- 
1 Kings 10. 6, 
2 4- 


1 Kings 4. 33- 


that, for which it was faid of old, | 


the gods ſell all things, that is for | 


pains ; without which the beſt wit 
and greateſt capacity may not ren- 
der a man learned ; as the beſt ſoil 
will not yield good fruit or grain, 
if they be not planted or ſown 
therein. 

Conſider, if you pleaſe, what 
Scholar Solomon was ; Beſide his skill 
in politicks, which was his principal 
faculty and profeſſion, whereby he 
did with admirable dexterity and 
prudence manage the affairs of that 
great Kingdom , judging his people, 
and diſcerning what was good and bad 
accurately diſpenſing juſtice ; ſet- 
ling his Countrey in a moſt flou- 
riſhing ſtate of peace, order, plenty 
and wealth ; largely extending his 
territory ; {d that his wiſedom of 
this kind was famous over the earth; | 
befide, I ſay, this civil wiſedom, He 
had an exquiſite skill in natural Phz- 
loſophy and Medicine, for Fe ſpake 
of trees (or plants) from the cedar 
that is in Lebanon, even unto the hy- 


ſop 
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ſop that ſpringeth out of the wall ; he 
ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and 
of creeping things, and of fiſhes. 

He was well verled in Mathema- 


| ticks ; for it is ſaid, Solomon's wiſe- 1 Kings 4. 30. 


dom excelled the wiſedom of all the 
children of the Eaſt-countrey, and all 
the wiſedom of Egypt ; the wiſedom 
of which Nations did conſiſt in 
thoſe Sciences. And of his Mecha- 
nick $kill he left for a monument 
the moſt glorious ſtructure that 
ever ſtood on earth. 

He was very skiltull in Poetry 
and Muſick, for he did himſelf COMs. 1 Kings 4. J7: 
poſe above a thouſand ſongs ; where- 


| of one yet extant declareth the lof- 


tineſs of his fancy, the richneſs of 
his vain, and the elegancy of his 
ſtyle. 
He had great ability in Rheto- 
rick ; according to that in Wiſedom, Sap. 7. 15, 
God granted me to ſpeak as 7 would ; 
and that in Fcclefraſtes, The Preacher Eccles 12. 16. 


| ſought to find out acceptable words ; 
| a great inſtance of which faculty 


we have in that admirable Prayer « Kings 8. 
of 
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of his compoſure, at the dedication | 


of the Temple. 


He did wonderfully excell in F- | 


thicks ; concerning which he ſpake 


three thouſand Proverbs, or moral ' 


Aphoriſms ; and Moreover ( faith 
Ecclefraſtes) becauſe the preacher was 


' wiſe, he ſtill taught the people know- 


ledge ; yea he gave good heed, and 
ſought out, and ſet in order many pro- 
verbs; the which did contain a 
great variety of notable obſervati- 
ons, and uſefull diretions for com- 
mon life, couched in pithy exprel- 
ſions. 

| As for Theology, as the ſtudy of 
that was the chief ſtudy to which 
he exhorteth others (as to zhe head, 
or principal part of wiſedom ) fo 
queſtionleſs he was himſelf moſt 
converſant therein ; tor proof where- 
of he did leave ſo many excellent 
theoremes, and precepts of divinity 
to us. 

In fine, there 1s no {fort of know- 
ledge, to which he did not apply 
his ſtudy ; witneſs himſelf in thoſe 
words, 
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1 words, 7 gave my heart to ſeek and Eccles i. 13. 
| ſearch out by wiſedom concerning all 
| things, that are done under heaven. 


Such a Scholar was He; and ſuch 


| if we have a noble ambition to be, 


we muſt uſe the courſe he did ; 
which was firſt in his heart to pre- 
fer wiſedom before all worldly 
things ; then to pray to God tor it, 
or for his bleſſing in our quelſt of it ; 
then to uſe the means of attaining it, 
diligent ſearching, and hard ſtudy ; 
for that this was his method he tel- 


heart, to know, and to ſearch, and to 
ſeek out wiſedom, and the reaſon of 
things. 

Such conſiderations ſhew the ne- 
cellity of induſtry tor a Scholar ; 
but 

3. The worth , and excellency, 
and great utility, together with the 
pleaſantneſs of his vocation, .deſer- 
ving the higheſt induſtry, do ſuper- 
add much obligation thereto. 

We! are much bound to be dilt- 
gent out of ingenuity, and in grati- 

M tude 


ſeth us, 7 ( faith he) applyed my Eccleſ. 7. 
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tude to God, who by his gratious 
providence hath aſſigned to us a cal- 
ling ſo worthy, an employment fo 
comfortable, a way of life no leſs 
commodious, beneficial and delight- 
full to our ſelves, than ſerviceable 
to God, and uſefnll to the World. 

If we had our option and choice, 
what calling could we defire before 
this of any whereto men are affixed? 
how could we better employ our 
mind, or place our labour, or ſpend 
our time, or paſs our pilgrimage in 
this World, than in ſcholaſtical oc- 
cupations ? 

[t were hard to reckon up, or to 
expreſs the numberleſs great advan- 
tages of this calling, I ſhall therefore 
onely touch ſome, which readily 
fall under my thought, recommen- 
ding its value to us. 

It isa calling, the deſign whereof 
conſpireth with the general end of 
our being; the perte&tion of our 
nature in its endowments, and the 
fruition of it in its beſt operations. 


It 
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It is a calling, which doth not 
employ us in bodily toil, in worldly 
care, in purſuit of trivial affairs, in 
ſordid drudgeries ; but in thoſe an- 
gelical operations of ſou], the con- 
templation of truth, and attainment 
of wiſedom ; which are the wortht- 
eſt exerciſes of our reaſon, and {weet- 
eſt entertainments of our mind ; 
the moſt pretious wealth, and moſt 
beautifull ornaments of our ſoul ; 
whereby our faculties are improved, 
are poliſhed and refined, are enlarged 
in their power and uſe by habitual 
acceſſions : the which are conduct- 
ble to our own greateſt profit and 
benefit, as ferving- to rectify our 


wills, ro compole our aftections, tO Pcov. 2. 4, 16, 


ouide our lives in the ways of ver- 
tue, to bring us unto felicity. 

Tt is a calling, which being duly 
followed will moſt ſever us from the 
vulgar ſort of men, and advance us 
above the common pitch ; endew- 
ing us with light to ſee farther than 
other men, diſpoſing us to affect 
better things, and to ſlight thoſe 

M 2z meaner 
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| meaner objets of humane deſire, 


on which men commonly dote : 
freeing us from the erroneous con- 
ceits, and from the perverſe aftei- 
ons of common people. It 1s ſaid 
SrrAgy Gown o magwles yerwurnle, 
men of learning are double-fighted ; 
but it 1s true, that in many cales they 
{ee infinitely farther than a vulgar 
ſight doth reach ; and if a man by 


and ſolid judgment of things, ſo as 
to aſſign to each its due weight and 
price; it he accordingly be inclined 
in his heart to affect and purſue 


them ; if from clear and right nott- | 


ons of things a meek and ingenuous 


temper of mind, a command and . 


moderation of paſſions, a firm inte- 
grity, and a cordial love of good- 
neſs do ſpring, he thereby becometh 
another kind of thing, much diffe- 
rent from thoſe brutith men (beaſts 
of the people) who blindly follow 
the motions of their ſenſual appetite, 


or the ſuggeſtions of their fancy, or | 


It : 


1 


their miſtaken prejudices. 


—1erious ſtudy doth acquire a clear | 
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It is a calling which hath theſe 
conſiderable advantages, that by 
virtue of improvement therein, we 
can ſee with our own eyes, and 

ide our ſelves by our own reaſons, 
not being led blindfold about, or de- 
pending precariouſly on the conduct 
of others in matters of higheſt con- 
cern to us. That weare exempted 
from giddy credulity, from waver- 
mg levity, from fond admiration 
of perſons and things, being able 
to diſtinguiſh of things, and to ſet- 
tle our judgments about them, and 
to get an intimate acquaintance 
with them, aſſuring to us their true 
nature and worth : that we are alſo 
thereby reſcued from admiring our 
ſelves, and that overweening ſelt- 
conceitedne(s, of which the Wiſe- 


man faith, The ſluggard is wiſer in his pcoy. 46, 16. 


own conceit, than ſeven men that can 


render a reaſon. 


It is a calling, whereby we are 
qualified and enabled to doe God 
lervice ; to gratify his deſires, to 
promote his honour, to advance his 
M 3 inte- 
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Prov. 3. 4. 


intereſts ; to render his name glori- 
ous in the World; by teaching , 
maintaining and propagating his 
truth ; by perſuading men to render 
their due love, reverence and obedi- 
ence to him; than which we can 
have no more honourable or fatiſ- 
factory employment ; more like to 
that of the glorious and bleſſed Spi- 
rits. 

It is a calling, the due proſecuti- 
on whereof doth ingratiate us with 
God, and procureth his favour ; 
rendring us fit objects of his love, 
and entitling us thereto in regard to 
our qualities, and recompence of our 
works ; for God loveth none but him 
that dwelleth with wiſedom ; and, So 
ſhalt thou find favour and good under- 
Standing in the fight of God and man. 

It isa calling, whereby with grea- 
teſt advantage we may benefit men, 
and deſerve well of the World ; 
crawing men to the knowledge and 
{ſervice of God, reclaiming them 
from errour and fin, reſcuing them 
from miſery, -and conducting them 
tO 
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to happineſs; by clear inſtruction, 
by faithfull admonition, by power- 
full exhortation ; And what can be 
more noble, than to be the lights of 
the World, the guides of practice to 
men, the authours of ſo much good, 
ſo egregious benefaCtours to man- 
kind ? 

It is a calling moſt exempt from 
the cares, the croſſes, the turmoils, 
the factious jars, the anxious in- 
trigues, the vexatious mojeſtations 
of the World ; its buſineſs lying out 
of the road of thoſe milchiets ; 
wholly lying in ſolitary retirement, 


or being tranſacted in the moſt in- 


nocent, and ingenuous company. 

It is a calling leaſt ſubject ro any 
danger or dilappointment ; wherein 
we may well be aſſured not to miſ- 
carry or loſe our labour; for the 
Merchant indeed by manifold acci- 
dents may loſe his voyage, or find 
a bad market ; the Husbandman may 
plow and fow in vain ; but the Stu- 
dent hardly can fail of improving 


his ſtock, and reaping a good crop 
M 4 of 
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of knowledge ; eſpecially if he ſtudy 
with a conſcientious mind, and pi- 
ous reverence to God, imploring his 
eratious help and bleſling. 

It is a calling, rhe induſtry uſed 
wherein doth abundantly recom- 
pence it felt, by the pleaſure and 
{wectne{; which it carrieth 1n it; fo 
that the more pains one taketh, the 
more delight he findeth, feeling him- 
ſelf proportionably to grow in 
knowledge ; ani tiat his work be- 
comet continually more eafie to 
him. 

It is a calling. the buſineſs where- 
of doth {o exerciſe as not to weary, 
{o entertain as not to cloy us; be- 
ing not (as other occupations are) 
a drawing 1n a mill, or a nauſeous 
( tedious ). repetition of the ſame 
work; but a continued progrels to- 
ward treth objets ; our mind not 
being ſtaked to one or a few poor 
matters, but having immenſe tields 
of contemplation, wherein it may 
everlaſtingly expatiate, with great 
proficiency and pleaſure. | 
: | It 
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It is a calling which doth ever 
afford plentifull fruit, even in re- 
gard to the conveniences of this 
preſent and temporal ſtate; the 
which ſufficiently will requite the 
pains expended thereon : for if we 
be honeſtly induſtrious we ſhall not 
want |ſucceſs; and ſucceeding we 
ſhall not want a competence of 
wealth|, of reputation , of intereſt 
in the|World : for concerning wile- 
dom ,] which is the reſult of honeſt 


ſtudy, the Wiſe-man telleth us, R- prov. s. 18. 
ches and honour are with her , yea 3-6. 


durable riches, and righteouſneſs : 
Length of days are in her right 
hand \, and in ber left hand riches 
and honour : (Exalt her, and ſhe 
ſhall promote thee, ſhe ſhall bring 
thee to honour , when thou doſt em- 
brace: her ; ſhe ſhall give to thine 


head an ornament of grace ; a crown 


of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee ; In 


common experience, the wealth of 
the mind doth qualifie for employ- 
ments, which have good recompen- 
ces annexed to them ; and neither 

| God 
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Eccl. 7. 12. 


Prov. 12, 8. 
A man ſbal 
be commended 
according to 
the wiſedom. 


God nor man will ſuffer him long 
to want, who 1s endowed with 
worthy accompliſhments of know- 
ledge; It was a ridiculous provi- 
dence in Nero , that if he ſhould 
chance to loſe his Empire, he might 
live by fidling ; yet his motto was 
good; and Dionyſtus, another 'Ty- 
rant, found the benefit of it ; 0 7 
yr iv Tarn Yue. TAs , he that 
hath any good art, hath therein an 
eſtate, and land in every place; he 
is ſecured againſt being reduced to 
extremity of any misfortune : W:ſe- 
dom ( faith the Wiſe-man ) is a de- 
fence, and money is a defence ; but 
the excellency of knowledge is , that 
wiſedom giveth life to them that 


have it : money is a defence, of 


which fortune may bereave us ;/ 
but wiſedom is beyond its attacks; 
being a treaſure ſeated in a place in- 
acceſiible to external impreſlions. 
| And as a learned man cannot be 
deſtitute of ſubſtance ; ſo he can- 
not want credit; having ſuch an 
ornament, than which none hath a 
more 
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more general eſtimation ; and which 

can be of low rate onely among 

that ſort of folk, to whom Solomon 

faith, How Jong, ye ſimple ones, will Prov. r. 22. 

ye love fimplicity ; ---and fools hate F. 7- 

knowledge 2 It is that which recom- 

mendeth a man in all company, and 

procureth regard , every one yiel- 

ding * attention and acceptance to #*Proy. 22. 17. 

inſtructive, neat, appolite diſcourſe 

(that which the Scripture calleth 

acceptable, pleaſant, gratious words ) 

men think themſelves obliged there- 

by, by receiving information, and 

ſatisfaction, from it ; and according- 

ly Every man (faith the Wiſe-man)p,, . 

ſhall kiſs his lips, that giveth a right Prov. 22. 15, 

anſwer ; and,--for the grace of his lips _. 66. 
. . ccles 10. 12, 

the King ſhall be his friend ; and,The 

words of a wiſe-man's mouth are gra- 

tious. It 1s that an eminency where- 

in purchaſeth laſting fame, and a 


life after death, in the good memo- 


ry and opinion of poſterity ; Many Ecclus 39. 9. 
ſhall commend his underſtauding , and 


ſo long as the world endureth, it ſhall 


wot be blotted out , his memorial ſhall 
| not 


i 


Of Induſtry in our 


not depart away , and his name ſhall 
live from generation to generation. A 
fame no leſs great, and far more 
innocent than acts of Chivalry and 
Martial proweſs; for is not Ari- 
fotle as renowned for teaching the 
World with his Pen, as Alexander 
for conquering it with his Sword 2? 
is not one far oftner mentioned , 
than the other ; do not men hold 
themſelves much more obliged to 
the learning of the Philoſopher , 
than to the valour of the Warriour ? 
Indeed the fame of all others is in- 
debted to the pains of the Scholar, 
and could not ſubſiſt but with and 
by his fame, Dignum laude wvirum 
Muſa vetat mori, learning confecra- 
teth it ſelf and its ſubject rogether , 
to immortal remembrance. 

It is a calling that fitteth a man 
for all conditions and fortunes ; ſo 
that he can enjoy proſperity with 
moderation, and ſuſtain adverſity 
with comfort; He that loveth a 
Book will never want a faithfull 
friend, a wholeſome counſellour, a 
* | chear- 
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chearfull companion, an effectual 
comforter. By ſtudy , by reading , 
by thinking one -may innocently 
divert, and pleaſantly entertain 
himſelf, as in all weathers, ſo in 
all fortunes. 

In fine, it 1s a calling, which S9- 
lomon, who had curiouſly obſerved, 
and exactly compared and ſcann'd 
by reaſon and by experience all o- 
ther occupations and ways of life , 
did prefer above all others ; and we 
may preſume would ſooner have 
parted with his royal ſtate, than 
with his learning ; 
(faith he ) zs the principal thing , 
therefore get wiſedom, and with all 
thy getting get underſtanding ; and 


1774- 


tor M:ſedow Prov. 4. 7- 


Then IT ſaw (then, that is, atrer a {e- Eccles. 


rious di{quifition and diſcuſſion of 
things, I ſaw ) that wiſedom excee- 
deth folly ( that is, knowledge ex- 
celleth ignorance ) as /ight excelleth 
darkneſs. 

Theſe things and much more 
may be ſaid of learning in general ; 
but if more diſtintly we ſurvey 
each 
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each part and each object of it ; we 
ſhall find that cach doth yield con- 
ſiderable emoluments and delights ; 
benefit to our: ſoul, advantage to 
our life, ſatisfation to our mind. 

The obſervation of things , and 
colle&tion of experiments how doth 
it enrich the mind with dea's, and 
breed a kind of familiar acquain- 
tance with all things, ſo that no- 
thing doth ſurpize us, or ſtrike our 
mind with aſtoniſhment and admi- 
ration ? and if our eye be not ſatisfied 
with ſeeing , nor our ear filled with 
hearing, how much leſs is our mind 
{atiated with the pleaſures of ſpecu- 
lating and obſerving that immenſe 
variety of objects ſ{ubjeft to its 
view ? 

The exerciſe of our mind in ra- 
tional diſcurſiveneſs, about things, 
in queſt of truth ; canvaſing queltt- 
ons, examining arguments for and 
againſt ; how greatly doth it better 
us, fortitying our natural parts, en- 
abling us to tix our thoughts on ob- 
jects without roving, enuring us to 
weigh, 
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weigh, and reſolve, and judge well 
about matters propoſed ; preſerving 
us from being eaſily abuſed by cap- 
tious fallacies, gulld by ſpecious 
pretences , toſſed about with every 
doubt or objection ſtarted before us. 
Invention of any kind (in diſcer- 
ning the cauſes of abſtruſe effects, in 
reſolving hard problemes , in de- 
monſtrating theoremes, in framing 
compoſures of witty deſcription, or 
forcible perſuaſion) how much doth 
it exceed the pleaſure of hunting 
for any game, or of combating for 
any victory ? do any man's chil- 
dren ſo much pleaſe him, as theſe 
creatures of his brain ? 
The reading of Books what 1s it, 
bat converſing with the wiſeſt men 


of all ages and all countries , who 


thereby communicate to us their 
moſt deliberate thoughts, choiceſt 
notions, and beſt inventions, cou- 
ched in good expreſſion , and dige- 
ſed in exact method. 

And as to the particular matters 
or objects of ſtudy, all have _ 
uſe 
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uſe and pleaſure. I ſhall onely touch 
them. 

The very initial ſtudies of Tongues 
and Grammatical Literature are very 
profitable and neceſlary , as the in- 
lets to knowledge , whereby we 
are enabled to underſtand wiſe 
men ſpeaking their ſenſe in their 
own terms and lively ſtrain ; where- 
by efpecially we are afliſted to 
drink ſacred knowledge out of the 
fountains, the divine Oracles. 

Luther would not part with a 
little ZZebrew he had for all the 
Turkiſh Empire. 

Rhetorick, or the part of convey- 
ing our thoughts to others by 
ſpeech with advantages of clear- 
neſs, torce and elegancy , ſo as to 
inſtruct, to perſuade, to delight the 
auditours ; of how great benefit is 
it, if it be well uſed? how much 
may it conduce to the ſervice of 
God, and edification of men? what 
hath been a more effectual inſtru- 
ment of doing good, and working 
wonders not onely” in the World, 

but 
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but in the Church ? how many ſouls 
have been converted from errour , 
vanity and vice, to truth, ſoberneſs 
and vertue, by an eloquent A4po/s, 

a Baſil, a Chryſoſtome 2 
The peruſal of ZZ;/tory, how plea- 
{ant illumination o; mind, how uſe- 
full dire&tion of lite, 'ow ſpritely 
incentives to vertue doth it afford 2? 
how doth it ſupply the room of ex- 
perience , and furniſh us with pru- 
dence at the expence of others ; in- 
forming us about the ways of acti- 
on, and the conſequences thereof 
by examples, without our owt 
danger or trouble > how may it in- 
ſtruct and encourage us in piety , 
while therein we trace the paths of 
God in men, or obſerve the me- 
thods of divine providence , how 
the Lord and Judge of the World ir 
due ſeaſon protecteth , proſpereth , 
bleſſeth, rewardeth innocence and 
integrity ; how he croſſeth, defeat- 
eth, blaſteth, cruſheth, puniſheth ini- 
quity and outrage ; managing things 
with admirable temper of wifedom 
N ro 
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Rom. 1. 20. 
Pal. 19. 1. 


to the good of mankind, and ad- 
vancement of his own glory ? 

The Mathematical Sciences, how 
pleaſant 1s the ſpeculation of them 
to the mind, how uſefull is the pra- 
Aice to common life > how do 
they whet and excite the mind 2? 
how do they inure it to ſtrid rea- 
ſoning, and patient meditation ? 

Natural Philoſophy, the contem- 
plation of this great Theatre, or vi- 
ſible ſyſtem preſented before us; 
obſerving the various appearances 
therein, and inquiring into their 
cauſes ; refleting on the order, con- 
nexion, and harmony of things ; 
conſidering their original ſource, 
and their final deſign ; how doth it 
enlarge our minds and advance 
them above vulgar amuſements , 
and the admiration of thoſe petty 
chings, about which men cark and 
bicker? how may it ſerve to work 
in us pious afie&ions of admiration, 
reverence and love toward our great 
Creatour, whole eternal divinity 5 
clearly ſeen, whoſe glory is declared, 
whole 
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whole tranſcendent perfections, and 


attributes of immenſe power, wiſe» 


dom and goodneſs are conſpicuoul- 


ly diſplayed, whoſe particular kind- pa. g. 


neſs toward us men doth evidently 
ſhine in thoſe his works of nature? 
The ſtudy of Moral Philoſophy, 
how exceedingly beneficial may ir 
be to us, ſuggeſting to us the dic- 
rates of reaſon concerning the na- 
ture and faculties of our foul, the 
chief good and end of our life, the 
way and means of attaining happi- 
neſs ; the beſt rules and methods of 
practice; the diſtin&tions between 
g00d and evil ; the nature of each 
vertue, and motives to embrace it ; 
the rank wherein we {tand in the 
World, and the duties proper to 
our relations ; by rightly underſtan- 
ding and eſtimating which things 
we may know how to behave our 
ſelves decently and ſoberly toward 
our ſelves, juſtly and prudently to- 
ward our neighbours; we may 
learn to correct our inclinations, to 


regulate our appetites, to moderate 
2 our 
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our paſſions, to govern our actions, 
to conduct and wield all our prac- 
tice well in proſecution of our end ; 
{o as to enjoy our being and con- 
veniences of life in conſtant quiet 
and peace, with tranquillity and ſa- 
tisfaction of mind ? 

But eſpecially the ſtudy of The- 
ology, how numberleſs unexpreſſible 
advantages doth it yield? for, 

It enlightneth our minds with the 
beſt knowledge concerning the moſt 
high and worthy objects, in order 
to the moſt happy end, with the 
firmeſt aſſurance. 

It certainly and perfetly doth 
inform us concerning the nature and 
attributes, the will and intentions, 
the works and providence of God. 

It tully declareth to us our own 
nature, our original, our deſigned 
end, our whole duty , our certain 
way of attaining eternal life, and 
telicity. 

It exactly teacheth us how we 
ſhould demean our ſelves in all re- 
ipets, piouſly toward God, juſtly 


and 
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and charitably toward our neigh- 
bour, ſoberly toward our {elves ; 
without blame in the World , with 
ſatisfaction of our conſcience, with 


aſſured hope of blefled rewards. 


It propoſeth thoſe encourage- 
ments, and exhibiteth aſlurances- of 
thoſe helps, which ſerve potently 
to engage us in all good practice. 

It ſetteth before us a moſt com- 
plete and lively pattern of all good- 
neſs; apt molt clearly to direct, 
molt ſtrongly to excite , moſt obli- 
gingly to engage us thereto; eſpe- 
cially inſtructing and inclining to 
the praftice of the moſt high and 
hard duties, meekneſs, humility , 
patience, ſelf-denial, contempt of all 
worldly vanities. 

It diſcovererth thoſe ſublime my- 
ſteries, and ſtupendious wonders of 
grace, whereby God hath demon- 


titrated an incomprehenſible kind- ; pe. ;. 1, 
neſs to mankind, and our obligatt- Tit. 3. 4. 


on to correſpondent gratitude. 
It repreſenteth manitold argu- 
ments and incentives to love God 
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with molt intenſe affeftion, to con- 
fide in him with moſt firm aſſu- 
rance, to delight in {im continual- 
ly with joy wnſpeakatle ; which are 
the nobleſt, the ſweeteſt, rhe happi- 
eſt opperations of our ſoul. 

It reareth our hearts from vain 
thoughts and mean deſires concer- 
ning theſe poor, tranſitory, earthly 
things, to contemplations, affecti- 
ons, and hopes toward objedts moſt 
excel[cnt, eternal and celeſtial. 

It engageth us to ſtudy the Book 
of God, the Book of Books, the 
richeſt mine of moſt excellent know- 
ledge, containing infallible Oracles 
of truth, and heavenly rules of lite ; 


Tim 3. 15.) which are able to make us wiſe to 
ſalvation, and perfect to every good 


work, 

And how can we otherwiſe be ſo 
well employed, - as in meditation a- 
bout ſuch things ? what occupation 
doth nearer approach to that of the 
bleſſed Angels? what Heaven is there 
upon Earth like to that of conſtant- 
Iv teaſting our minds and hearts in 
the 
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the contemplation of ſuch objects ? 
Eſpecially conſidering that this ſtu- 
dy doth not onely yield private be- 
nefit to our ſelves, in forwarding 
our own ſalvation, but enableth us 
by our guidance and incouragement 
to promote the etcraal weltare of 
others, and by our endeavours to 
\ people Heaven ; according to that 
exhortation of St. Paul preſſing on 
Timothy this ſtudy with diligence ; 
Meditate upon theſe things ; give thy 
felf wholly to them, that thy profi- 
ting may appear to all ; take heed 
unto thy ſelf, and unto the doftrine, 
continue in them; for in doing this, 
thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and 
them that hear the. 

So conſiderable is each part of 
learning, ſo extremely profitabie are 
ſome parts of ; indeed the $skill of 
any- liberal art is valuable, as a 
handſome ornament, as an harm- 
leſs divertiſement, as an uletull in- 
ſtrument upon occaſions ; as Ppre- 
ferible to all other accompliſhments 
and advantages of perſon or fortune 
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(beauty, ſtrength, wealth , power, 
or the like ;) for who would not 
| purchaſe any kind of tuch know- 
| ledge at any rate ; who would ſell 
| it for any price; who would not 
| 


chuſe rather to be deformed or im- 

potent in his body, than to have a 

miſ-ſhapen and weak mind ; to have 

rather a lank purſe, than an empty 

| brain ; to have no title at ali, than 

| no worth to bear it out ? if any 

| x King. 4- 29-- would, he 1s not of So/omoy's mind ; 

for of wiledom (by which he mean- 

eth a comprehenſion of all know- 

ledge, divine and humane ; into 

which the knowledge of natural 

things, of Mathematicks, of Poetry, 

are reckoned ingredients ) he faith, 

Prov. 2. 14. The merchandiſe of it is better than 

8.11. the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the 

gain thereof than fine gold ; ſhe s 

more pretious than rubies, and all the 

things thou cauſt deſire, are not to be 

Prov. 8. 19. compared unto her : Her fruit is bet- 

4 22.3 fer than gold, yea than fine gold ; 
and her revenue than choice fatver. 


Now 
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Now then, conſidering all theſe 
advantages of our calling, if we by 
our negligence or ſluggiſuneſs there- 
in do loſe them, are we not very 
ingratefull to God, who gave them, 
as with a gratious intent for our 
good, ſo with expectation that we 
ſhould improve them to his ſervice? 
If God had allotted to us the calling 
of Ruſticks, or of Artificers, we had 
been impious in not diligently fol- 
lowing it ; but we are abominably 
ingratefall in negleQting this moſt 
incomparably excellent vocation. 

Are we not extremely detective 
to our ſelves, it indulging a wretch- 
ed humour of lazineſs we will not 
enjoy thoſe {weet pleaſures, nor em- 
brace thoſe great profits to which 
God in mercy calleth us? 


If Solomon {aid true, He that get- Prov. 1g. 9. 


teth wiſedom, loveth his own ſoul, he 
that keepeth: underſtanding ſhall find 


good ; how little friends are we to 


our ſelves, how negle&ttull of our 
own weltare, by not ufing the means 


of getting wiſedom ? 


The 
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Prov. 15. 14- 


The heart of him that hath FUR 
ſanding, ſeeketh knowledge, (aith S0- 


lomon ; what a fool then is he that | 
ſhunneth it2 who, though it be his ! 
way, and his ſpecial duty to ſeek it, | 


yet neglecteth it ; chuſing rather to 
doe nothing, or to doe worle. 

And do we not deſerve great 
blame, diſpleaſure and diſgrace trom 
mankind, if having ſuch opportu- 
nities of qualifying our ſelves to doe 


g00d, and ſerve the publick, we by | 


our idlenefs render our ſelves worth- 
leſs and uſeleſs ? 

How, being ſlothfull in our buſi- 
neſs, can we anſwer for our viola- 
ting the wills, tor abufing the good- 
neſs, tor perverting the charity and 
bounty of our worthy Founders and 
Beneftactours, who gave us the good 
things we enjoy, not to maintain us 
in id{eneſs, but tor ſupports and en- 
couragements of our induſtry 2 how 
can we excule our (elves from diſho- 
neſty, and perfidious dealing, ſeeing 
that we are admitted to theſe enjoy- 


ments under condition, and upon | 
confi- | 
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| confidence (confirmed by our free 


promiſes, and moſt ſolemn engage- 


ments) of uſing them according to 


their pious intent, that 1s in a dili- 
gent proſecution of our ſtudies, in 
order to the ſervice of God, and of 
the publick 2 

Let every Scholar, when he miſ- 
pendeth an hour, or ſluggeth on his 
bed but imagine, that he heareth 
the voice of thoſe glorious Kings, 
or venerable Prelates, or worthy 
Gentlemen, complaining thus, and 
rating him ; why, ſluggard, doſt 
thou againſt my will poſſeſs my e- 
ſtate? why doſt thou preſume to 
occupy the place due to an induſtri- 
ous perſon 2 why doſt thou forget, 
or deſpiſe thy obligations to my 
kindneſs thou art an uſurper, a 
robber, or a purloiner of my goods, 
which I never intended for fuch as 
thee ; I challenge thee of wrong to 
my ſelf, and of facrilege toward my 
God, to whoſe ſervice I devoted 
thoſe his gifts to me. 


How 
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How reproachfull will it be to us, 
if that expoſtulation may concern 
us, Wherefore i there a price in the 
haud of a fool to get wiſedom, ſeeing © 
he hath no heart to it 2 

If to be a dunce, or a bungler in 
any profeſſion be ſhamefull, how 
much more ignominious, and infa- 
mous to a Scholar to be ſuch? from | 
whom all men expect, that he ſhould 
excell in intellefual abilities; and !' 
be able to help others by his ins 
ruQtion and advice. 

Nothing ſurely would more grate | 
on the heart of one, that hath a ſpark 
of ingenuity, of modeſty, of gene- 
rous good nature, than to be liable | 
to ſuch an imputation. : 

To avoid it therefore (together | 
with all the guilt, and all the mif- 
chiefs attending on ſloth) let each - 
of us in God's name, carefully mind 
his buſineſs ; And let the grace and 
bleſſing of God proſper you there- 
in. Amen. 
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